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CAMPUS CORNER 

I t has been such a pleasure to serve the Maranatha community for the past five years. As I wrap up my 

final weeks in a place that has grown to be a second home, I reflect on some of my fondest memories. 

Each day here (even the hard days) has been a blessing, but I’ve narrowed down some stories guided by a 

few of the PHS values.   

Service Excellence: On November 11, 2013, the care center residents moved into the new building. Our 

team had spent the previous 15 months diligently planning the details of the move, but there were 

inevitably numerous unexpected challenges that needed to be addressed that day. Despite how busy we felt 

as staff, the smiles on the residents’ faces made every extra minute of work worth the chaos.    

Ready & Engaged People: When I was pregnant with my first son, I was anxiously anticipating his birth 

and determined that walking stairs repeatedly would help speed up the delivery. I doubt that this strategy 

was effective, but I was able to convince our Clinical Administrator at the time to walk the stairs with me 

numerous times during the day, rather than conduct meetings in our offices. I haven’t been able to use our 

south stairwell without recalling those brief moments as a nervous working mom-to-be. Additionally, I 

was surprised by all the staff with a giant baby shower which was so generous—I just recently used my 

last box of wipes from this event. The shared bonding with other parents among our staff was a great way 

to ease into parenthood. 

Christian Ministry: One of our former residents spent nearly every morning singing in the Chapel. My 

office, for much of my time at Maranatha, was located near the Chapel, so I often heard him practicing as I 

started work for the day. I had signed up to lead devotions in front of the PHS management group (50-75 

people) and was seeking inspiration one day when I heard him sing the Lord’s Prayer with extreme talent. 

His singing gave me goose bumps and I asked if he would help with my devotional. He allowed me to 

record his singing which ended up being a key component to my devotional. His singing was a hit and he 

was featured on our employee Intranet and Facebook page for weeks afterwards.  

There are too many moments that express how much this role and my involvement at Maranatha has 

meant to me, to capture in a newsletter. My sincere thanks and farewell goes to all the staff, residents and 

families that have made my time here unforgettable. I consider so many of you fellows in the ministry as 

well as friends and I will miss you dearly.  

Anne O’Connor 

Campus Administrator 
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Birthdays in June 

5401 69th Avenue North, Brooklyn Center, MN 55429              

June 5, 7:00 pm, Brooklyn Community Band 

 in the back parking lot 

June 2, Mary Franz - Guitar 

June 9, Vinnie Rose 

June 16, Vern Werth - Guitar 

June 23, Tara Brueske - Piano 

June 30, Bill Mann - Guitar 

Join us every Friday  

at 2:30 p.m.  

for music in the chapel. 

Entertainment for June 

Monthly Birthday Party 

Gables - June 13 at 2:30 pm in Community Room 

Commons - June 13 at 2:30 pm  

with North Suburban Choir 

June 1 Dorothy J. 

June 8 Kormassah K. 

June 10 Jim A. 

June 12 Mary C. 

June 18 Frances M. 

June 29 Catherine S. 

June 29 Clarence R. 

June 30 Virginia G. 

Nature-Inspired Arts 

A s the Maranatha Life Enrichment Director, I strive to offer residents an extensive variety of enjoyable 

activities they may choose from each month. For close to two years now, we have had the privilege of 

working with the Three Rivers Parks program.  

The Three Rivers Parks staff comes to Maranatha to offer an art program at The Commons assisted living, and 

afterwards, they go next door to The Gables care center and offer a similar program there. They are here the 

second Monday of every other month. This works so well because they apply for and receive grants that allow 

them the opportunity to provide this program to us at a discount. 

We have made many fun projects over these many months. To each visit, they bring a naturalist and an artist. 

The naturalist starts the program with a topic relating to nature, and then educates us on this topic. We ask 

questions and have a discussion about our topic. Next, the artist describes and shows us the art project that 

relates to it. We have used many different art mediums for our projects including: clay, paints, crayons, wild 

flowers, twigs, glue and more. The artist has a great way of giving us instructions that allow everyone to be 

successful in the end. True creativity comes out of each 

resident who participates. Even though we all have the same 

project, they all turn out differently when we are done 

because everyone has their own interpretation. It really  

has turned out to be an activity to which many residents  

look forward.  

Michelle Branham, Life Enrichment Director 

MARANATHA COMMONS MUSE 
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“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 

have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

love one another.” John 13:34-35 

I f you were to ask anyone to name one of the most 

significant Christians of our era, the name of 

Mother Theresa would most likely come up. Even 

though she passed away 20 years ago, she is still 

known world-wide for her work among the poor and 

suffering in Calcutta, India. She cared for those no 

one else would care for—the sick and dying, as well 

as the poorest of poor. Mother Theresa was a shining 

example of someone who demonstrated Christ-like 

love by how she lived. She also underscores what 

Jesus tells His followers—we are known primarily for 

the love of Christ that we demonstrate to the world in 

tangible ways. 

Jesus’ command to love one another as He loved us 

was given right after Jesus washed the disciples’ 

feet—an act reserved for the lowest of servants (think 

about what your feet would look like if you walked 

around barefoot all the time—yuck!). It was a 

demonstration of how He wants us to approach others. 

Jesus would later give the ultimate demonstration of 

that love by dying on the cross to pay for our sin. This 

type of love is counter-cultural. I would like to 

unpack some key characteristics of how Jesus loves 

us so we can live it out together.  

First of all, Jesus’ love for us does not depend upon 

us. In fact, the Bible tells us that while we were 

sinners Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). God hates 

sin, but still loves us to the level that He would give 

His life for us! We didn’t and couldn’t earn that kind 

of love. The good news is that God’s love for us 

doesn’t depend upon our actions—good or bad 

(despite our ‘yuck’). It gives me great comfort to 

know that, on my worst day, God’s love for me is not 

diminished at all. It is boundless and relentless. 

Loving others like that is not a feeling we have 

(sometimes we feel like it, other times not), but a 

command we follow. It is not a reaction, but 

something we initiate. Christ-like love is a decision 

we make, in advance, about how we are going to 

approach people, no matter their faults or how they 

treat us. 

A second characteristic of Christ’s love for us is that 

it was manifested by what He did. Jesus came as a 

sacrificial servant. In everything He did, He put us 

first—before His own interests or glory. Someone 

once put the same idea like this: “You can give 

without loving, but you cannot love without giving.” 

Having a Christ-like love for others will come out in 

what we do—how we live and treat others. There was 

one instance in Mother Theresa’s ministry where a 

man was watching her clean the revolting sores of a 

man with leprosy. The man said (probably not 

expecting to be heard by her), “I wouldn’t do that for 

a million dollars.” Mother Theresa replied, “Neither 

would I. But I would gladly do it for Christ.”  

The Bible tells us that we can only show Christ-like 

love to others because God first loved us that way  

(1 John 4:19). We are all like garden hoses in that 

regard. God’s love flows out of us to the degree that it 

flows into us. I have come to realize that, when my 

outflow of Christ-like love is low, the inflow is also 

low. The solution is not to try harder, but to tend to 

‘kinks’ preventing the inflow of God’s love for me in 

my heart and mind.  

I encourage you this month to recapture a sense of 

God’s amazing love for you. Emulate that love to 

others. Let it flow through you. As Mother Theresa 

once said, “Do ordinary things with extraordinary 

love.” It is a beautiful command Jesus has given us 

for our good and the good of those around us.  

Blessings to you this month! 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Peter Johnson, Chaplain 
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Honoring Choices: starting conversations about advance care planning 

W ho would speak for you if you couldn't 

speak for yourself? Honoring Choices is 

dedicated to helping you talk about your wishes for 

end-of-life care with your family, health care providers 

and with us. A program of Presbyterian Homes & 

Services (PHS), Honoring Choices is based on the 

initiative by the same name developed through the 

Twin Cities Medical Society, with participation 

from PHS and other area health care organizations.  

Minnesota law allows you to document and inform 

others of your health care wishes through advance 

care planning by completing a written document 

called an advance care directive. This document has 

legal authority and tells your doctor, family and 

others your values and wishes about health care. It 

allows you to name a person, as your “health care 

agent,” to decide for you if you are unable to speak 

for yourself. If you have an advance care directive 

in another state, you will need to update it for the 

state where you currently reside.   

Advance care planning is not an easy subject to 

open. Nor is the conversation just for those who are 

older. At any age, a medical crisis could leave 

someone too ill to make his or her own health care 

decisions. Making your medical decisions known 

can give you peace of mind that your wishes will be 

respected, your health care provider will know your 

preference and you will lessen the burden on family 

and friends from having to make decisions for you. 

Your Campus Administrator will be briefed on 

Honoring Choices this month and will schedule an 

introductory program at your PHS community in 

the near future. To learn more about Honoring 

Choices, visit honoringchoices.org. You may also 

contact Rev. Chris Wheatley, PHS Director of 

Christian Ministry and Social Services at, (612) 

269-1384 or email cwheatley@preshomes.org. 

mailto:cwheatley@preshomes.org

