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T 
hese hands were born in Brown County, South Dakota. 
Their family of six (mom, dad, two boys, and two girls) 
moved to Cogswell, North Dakota when their dad was 

offered a new job on a farm. At the young age of five, these hand’s 
mom passed away. These hands and their sister were relocated to 
new homes. Their sister was adopted by their aunt and uncle. She 
was the baby of the family and needed the most care at the time. 
The aunt and uncle were unable to take both girls though and these 
hands were in need of a new home. They were on the way to the 
orphanage, when the aunt and uncle’s friend were able to help with 
placement of a loving home. These hands were placed in a couple 
of homes throughout the years and went to a few different schools 
in different locations of North Dakota and Ohio. When they 
graduated from high school, they moved to Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
where their adopted family had moved.  

After transitioning to Milwaukee, these hands worked for a telephone company and went to nursing school. 
While in nursing school, a family member reached out and asked these hands to make chocolate chip 
cookies and some of them were going to be packaged and sent to a family friend. The family friend’s name 
was Bill. He was in the air force and stationed in California. The cookies were made, packaged and sent to 
Bill. Shortly after sending the cookies, these hands received a letter thanking them for the empty wrappers 
with no cookies; they had gone missing! From that joke on they continued as pen pals and wrote many 
letters back and forth. These hands were amazed at how much you could learn from a letter! A couple of 
years went by writing letters back and forth when Bill was discharged from the air force and moved to 
Stevens Point for school. After school he moved to Milwaukee, where these hands lived, and shortly after 
in 1956, they were married.  

In 1961, these hands and Bill moved to Waukesha, Wisconsin, where they started and raised a family. They 
had five children (three girls and two boys). Bill was the Superintendent Plant Accounting for Wisconsin 
Electric and these hands was a homemaker or otherwise referred to as a home engineer. In 1992 Bill retired 
and these hands and Bill moved to Bellavista, Arkansas. They wanted a change of scenery and it was a 
great location with seven golf courses located conveniently near their home that they could go to year- 
round. The two of them enjoyed going together until 2002 when Bill passed away. These hands then spent 
quite a bit of time assisting in the church between funeral dinners, as a Eucharist Minister, and volunteering 
for hospice until 2020 when they moved back to Waukesha, WI and called Avalon Square their home. 

 Can you guess who these hands belong to? 

These Hands 
by Ashley Lane, Resident Services Director  

“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of God stands forever.” ~ Isaiah 40:8 

This Month’s Featured Hands: Pat Kramer 
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Aggi’s Corner in Memory Fun Halloween Facts 

Honoring our Veterans 

To honor our country,  
 we fly the flag proudly. 
For the Star-Spangled Banner  
 we stand and sing loudly. 
We pledge our allegiance  
 with hand over heart. 
When the honor guard passes,  
 we stand and look smart. 
To honor our veterans,  
 we thank them for serving. 
To tell them we’re grateful,  
 our union deserving. 

Many gave up their lives to a critical cause, 
Just to learn some decisions   
were ridden with flaws. 

Many gave up their health, a leg, or an arm, 
 Chemical reactions  
 caused bodily harm. 

While those still at home prayed  
 for warfare to cease 
And to keep our American  
 homeland at peace. 
Let’s give thanks to our veterans  
 for all that they gave, 
And trust those in future are equally brave.

T he spookiest season of the 

year is quickly approaching! 

But even though you've probably 

been celebrating your whole life, 

there may still be a lot you don't 

know about Halloween. We've 

rounded up some fun Halloween facts that are sure 

to wow your friends and family!  

The most lit jack-o'-lanterns on display is 30,581 

The City of Keene, New Hampshire holds 

the Guinness World Record for the most lit jack-o'-

lanterns on display (a whopping 30,581). Keene 

was the original record holder in this category and 

has broken the record eight times since then.  

Trick-or-treating has existed  

since medieval times 

Trick-or-treating was inspired by the medieval 

English tradition of "souling," which involved 

children going door-to-door on All Souls Day, 

offering prayers for residents’ deceased loved ones 

in exchange for food.  

Candy wasn't given out to trick-or-treaters  

until the 1950s 

Halloween simply wouldn't be the same without 

those fun (and king!) size candy bars to sweeten the 

day. But there was a time when trick-or-treaters 

didn't receive candy at all, but rather pieces of cake, 

fruit, nuts, coins, and little toys, according to 

the History Channel. It wasn't until the 1950s, when 

candy makers began to promote their goods for 

Halloween, that candy became a staple on the trick-

or-treating circuit. These days, one quarter of all the 

candy sold in the U.S. each year is purchased for 

Halloween. 

Skittles are America's favorite candy. 

In 2020, Skittles were the top candy,                

followed by Reese's Cups and Starburst. 

Source: https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/holidays-
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Presbyterian Homes Foundation 

Wellness Zone 

I f your Presbyterian Homes community is a mission that your feel called to support, you may direct your 

gift in a way that it helps employees or your neighbors at your community. Giving to employee 

hardship, appreciation or education assistance is a great way to show your gratitude for employees. 

Funds for benevolence, greatest needs and spiritual life enhance residents’ experiences.  

Every gift is important and makes a difference to employees, you and your neighbors.  

Cash – you may send a check to Presbyterian Homes Foundation, 2845 Hamline Ave N, Roseville, MN 

55113. Some donors find it satisfying and easy to be sustaining donors by making automatic monthly gifts 

to benefit their communities. 

Credit Card – PHS provides a secure online giving site on the Presbyterian Homes Foundation website. 

You can find this at www.preshomes.org and click on “Make a Gift.” You may notice state and national 

Giving Days this time of year. The organizations that sponsor these days take fees out of donors’ gifts.  

To ensure that your charitable contributions have the impact you desire, it’s always best to give 

directly to favorite charities. 

Stock – If this is a good option for you, it’s a smart idea to put time on your side for a 2021 gift by not 

waiting until December to begin the stock gift process. Please contact the Foundation at 651-631-6408. 

Human bodies love flow and movement and respond in kind when used this way 

O ur bodies love movement. When we stretch or dance, our bodies adjust, realign and start to become 

fluid with the rhythm of life. Our mood lifts and we feel more connected with the world around us. If 

you are feeling stuck, ready to release old energy, or eager to feel more alive, try moving your body. By 

giving your muscles a chance to do what they were created for, you may find that all areas of your body 

and your life benefit as well. 

Many times we can be so busy that we forget moving our body is even an option. Some of us remain seated 

at our computer for hours every day or rush from task to task with robotic precision. When we are caught 

up in crossing items off our to-do lists, we tend to neglect all the opportunities there are to enjoy our bodies 

in the process of living. If this is true for you, begin looking for opportunities to move. If you are able to 

devote a set amount of time to self-care, practices such as yoga, dance, tai chi and walking are all great 

ways to keep your body in motion. 

Imagine how freeing it would feel to trust your body’s movements completely, knowing it has a perfect 

strength and rhythm of its own. See if you can sense your bones providing graceful support, your muscles 

and tendons expanding and contracting in just the right measure, your lungs changing pace to fill deeply 

with fresh air. 

Movement is a vital celebration of life. It is a way to proclaim your own existence and relish in the joy of 

being alive. Today, and into the future, give yourself the gift of your body in motion. 

Source: Poetry in Motion by Madisyn Tay 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 
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Waukesha, WI 53186 
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Investing in Workforce, Trusting in God 

T he mission of Presbyterian Homes & Services 
(PHS) relies on the good work of over 7,000 

employees. We believe that employees are the most 
important resource in our ministry.  

Daily headlines report how United States employers 
are experiencing a significant shortage of qualified 
workers. Aging services providers have been facing 
such challenges well before COVID and the current 
economic climate.  

PHS continues to take action to meet these challenges, 
moving forward to recruit, retain and develop 
dedicated employees to extend our ministry through 
purposeful work.  
• Starting this month, we are making the most 

significant total compensation increase in our history 
– a $17 million investment towards wages and 
related benefits – with the greatest increases for 
positions where we have the most openings. 

• Our in-house staffing agency works to provide  
relief staffing organization-wide and minimize the 
impact of a tight labor market on services provided. 

• We continue to benefit from our own International 
Nurse Recruitment program, working in the 
Philippines to bring skilled caregivers to PHS. 

• We believe strongly in developing our people and 

promoting from within. We offer career 
development opportunities such as our own 
Leadership Institute, scholarship and nurse loan 
forgiveness programs, and our in-house nursing 
assistant training program. 

• We are committing energy and creativity towards 
our goals, from a dedicated committee of the PHS 
Board to over 100 active workforce initiatives.  

• We invite residents and staff to show appreciation 
through donations to the Shining Star Program, 
Employee Education Assistance Fund, Employee 
Hardship fund and to remember and acknowledge 
the time and talent given by our volunteers. 

The challenge before us is great, but we have faith in 
the God of abundance. Join us in praying that God 
may continue to bless us through the hearts, hands and 
minds of current and future employees who choose to 
work with us. Share your appreciation and support for 
the staff who serve you every day. Encourage people 
you know and believe are good candidates (including 
yourself), to apply for employment with PHS!  

By remaining true to our mission, we trust God to 
increase our capacity to provide the highest quality 
service and care to you, the residents, whose homes 
we are privileged to come into and work every day. 


