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From Our Administrator Thoughts from Chaplain Gene 
How can we deal with grief in our lives?   

In the Old Testament book of Genesis chapter 50 

verse 3 it reads, “There was a period of national 

mourning for seventy days.”  Grief is a process that 

must not be denied or hurried.  The rituals of wakes, 

visitations, funerals, and memorial services help you 

move through the stages of grief. 

We have two Annual Memorial Services coming up 

at Beacon Hill: 

The Commons service will be Monday, November 4 

at 3 pm in the Third Floor Activity Room. Please 

bring yourself and your precious memories. 

The Terrace service will be Monday, November 11 at 

7 pm in our Second Floor Activity Room. We invite 

you to share your special memories as we pay tribute 

to our deceased friends. 

We will be celebrating our Nation’s Thanksgiving 

Day on November 27.  The exact times will be 

published in the monthly calendar and weekly 

postings.  We are one of only two countries in the 

world that have set a day aside to thank God for our 

many blessings.   

The Bible calls us to give thanks in everything. There 

is a time to weep and a time to laugh; a time to mourn 

and a time to dance.    

Let November be a time of rejoicing in God has done, 

is doing and will do. 

God bless you. 

In Christ’s love and service,  

Chaplain Gene Sipprell 952-948-2474 

gsipprell@preshomes.org 

A Prayer for Thanksgiving Day 
By Debbie McDaniel 

“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the 
Lord with gladness, come before him with joyful 
songs. Know that the Lord is God, it is he who made 
us, and we are his, we are his people, the sheep of his 
pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his 
courts with praise, give thanks to him and praise his 
name. For the Lord is good; his love endures forever, 
his faithfulness continues through all generations.”  

Psalm 100:1-5 

A ll across our nation, Thanksgiving is a day that 
we set aside in order to do one thing. Be thank-

ful. And usually what goes along with it, is a lot of 
food, family and friends, laughter and fun, times of 
giving to others in need, maybe some football, or tra-
ditions that you’ve recognized through long years. 

And sometimes too, there is also loneliness. And 
struggle. Or deep loss. Feelings of hurt and painful 
circumstances that you’re still trying to hurdle over. 

Whatever you’re facing this Thanksgiving Day, may 
we remember again that God gives us the opportunity 
every day, to worship and thank Him. Every morning 
He gives us breath, which is His invitation to come 
joyfully into His Presence. He reminds us that He 
alone is God and we belong to Him. He assures us 
that His plans in our lives are for good, that his love 
covers us securely, and His faithfulness extends from 
generation to generation. 

Let’s do what the Psalmist of this great chapter says: 
 Shout for joy.  
 Worship the Lord with gladness. 
 Come before Him with joyful songs. 
 Know that He is God. 
 Enter His gates with thanksgiving and his courts 

with praise. 
 Give thanks to Him and praise His name. 
 Recognize His goodness, love, and faithfulness, 

through all the generations of our family. 

Maureen Homa, Campus Administrator 
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Welcome New Employee 

Take a Moment to  

Thank a Veteran 

When you see someone in a uniform 

Someone who serves us all,  

       Doing Military duty 

Answering their countries call 

Take a moment to thank them 

       For protecting what you hold dear 

Tell them you are proud of them 

        Make it very clear 

Just tap them on the shoulder 

         Give a smile, and say, 

“Thanks for what you are doing 

         To keep us safe in the USA” 

   By Joanna Fuchs 

Deanna 

Save the Date 

Our Annual Open House is  

coming next month.  

The Terrace  

Tuesday December 10  

from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

The Commons 

Thursday December 12 

from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Daylight Savings Time Ends! 

Sunday November 3.  

Remember to turn your clocks BACK one 

hour before going to bed on Saturday 

November 2nd. 



Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 952-988-8810 

Beacon Hill 

In a recent staff meeting we asked our employees why they worked at Beacon Hill, and why they work 

the way they work. We will be highlighting their answers over the next couple of months: 

O ne day, when I first started working at Beacon Hill I quickly realized I had a favorite resident. I 

do know you are not to show someone that they are your favorite, but sometimes their personality 

warrants it. This resident always had a smile on her face and wanted all the staff and other residents to 

come in her room to visit. Due to her cognitive impairment's she wrote everything down and kept all 

kinds of spiral notebook journals in her room. Each time I would talk to her she would introduce 

herself and tell me how nice it was to meet me and write my name in her book.  

Every week, as a nurse, I would go in residents’ apartments and help with medication. While I was in 

this particular residents apartment. I noted that she had a “To Do” list on her refrigerator.   

Here is what it said: 

-Write everyone 

-Buy appropriate stationary 

-Put on Christ’s love before I get out of bed.  

What a wonderful “To Do” list it was. My motto in life is to have Passion for Christ and Compassion 

for people. I try to strive to show this in my daily work and my daily comings and goings. I love that  

this resident, whose memory had failed her, still knows enough to write a reminder to be Christ like. 

I also can benefit from reminders like that.  

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, And walk in love, as Christ loved us and 

give himself for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  ~ Ephesians 5:1-2 

I feel very fortunate to work at Presbyterian Homes and feel God has blessed me with wonderful staff 

and residents here at Beacon Hill.  May I be an offering to God.  

         -Carrie Larson, Clinical Administrator 

I pray and ask God to use me. I’ve learned that my job is a mission field.  I’m in awe of how the Lord 

had come along side me to do his work.     -Melody, Life Enrichment 

WHY WE WORK THE WAY WE WORK 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Beacon Hill 

5300 Beacon Hill Road 

Minnetonka, MN 55345 

 

952-988-8800 

www.beaconhillphs.org 

Presbyterian Homes Foundation: Caring Through Giving 

G enerosity knows no season but November and 
December are historically the months that we are 

most likely to give to favorite charities. Now is an 
ideal time to review your philanthropic goals for this 
year and beyond. Some choose to tie their goals to 
expressing thanks for the blessings in their lives.  

If you are so inclined, please know that your 
charitable support of PHS helps you, your neighbors 
and your community in very real ways. You may 
choose to direct your gift to a priority at the 
community of your choice, such as the Where the 
Need is Greatest Fund, Employee Education 
Assistance Fund, Benevolence Fund or the 
Chaplaincy & Spiritual Life Fund. 

Your charitable gift, together with gifts from other 
residents, employees, family and friends, makes a 
significant difference. These giving reminders may be 
helpful to you as you plan your charitable giving. 

Complete your cash gifts by December 31 to enjoy 
tax savings for 2019. 

Gifts of stock, IRA qualified charitable 
distributions (QCD) and grants from donor 
advised funds are great gifts. They do take time to 
process, so it is best to start your gifting process now. 
The company that you work with generally will not 
share your name with us and we are left to match a 
gift with a donor. Please let us know to watch for a 
gift from you. 

An IRA QCD is a withdrawal from your IRA that is 
sent directly to a charity. Using a QCD will also 
satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD). 
For most, gifting a QCD will lower your tax liability. 
Ask your advisors if this would be a good gift option 
for you. 

If you plan to gift stock, an IRA QCD or a grant 
from a donor advised fund, please contact the 
Presbyterian Homes Foundation (numbers below) so 
that we can help track your gift and attribute it to you. 

For assistance with your year-end giving, please 
contact Janene Connelly at 651-631-6408 or Jill Kane 
at 651-631-6418 or Camille Schafer at 651-631-6105. 
Blessings and thanks to you! 


