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Taken from Our Daily  

Bread Devotional:  

What Really Matters  
By: Bill Crowder 

 

T hanks be to God for His indescribable gift! — 

2 Corinthians 9:10-15 

When our children were living at home, one of our 
most meaningful Christmas morning traditions was 
very simple. We would gather our family around the 
Christmas tree where, in sight of the gifts we were 
receiving from one another, we would read the 
Christmas story together. It was a gentle reminder 
that the reason we give gifts is not because the Magi 
brought gifts to the Christ-child. Rather, our gifts of 
love for one another were a reflection of God’s 
infinitely greater Gift of love to us. 

As we rehearsed the familiar story of angels, 
shepherds, and the manger scene, it was our hope that 
the magnitude of what God had done that first 
Christmas would overshadow our best attempts at 
displaying our love for each other. 

Nothing could ever match the gift God has given us 
in His Son, a reality which echoes in Paul’s words to 
the church at Corinth, “Thanks be to God for His 
indescribable gift!” (2 Cor. 9:15). 

Clearly, God’s willingness to send His Son to be our 
rescue is a gift that words cannot fully comprehend. 
This is the gift that we celebrate at Christmas—for 
Christ Himself is truly what matters most.  

 

Have a Very Blessed Merry Christmas! 

Maureen Homa, Campus Administrator 

A s we approach Christmas I want to lift up the 
study in The Case for Christmas by bestselling 

author Lee Strobel as he investigates the story of 
Jesus’ birth and provides compelling evidence as to 
why we can know the bible’s accounts are true.   

He examines what the scene of Jesus’ birth would 
have actually looked like, the Bible’s mind-boggling 
claim that Jesus was born a virgin, and how 
prophecies about he Messiah in the Old Testament 
were fulfilled in Christ.   

The evidence points to the fact that Jesus was who he 
said he was: the divine Son of God. I will be offering 
this DVD video during this season of Advent.   

This year, I am teaching from the New City 
Catechism. Question #22: Why must the Redeemer be 
truly human? Answer: That in human nature he might 
on our behalf perfectly obey the whole law and suffer 
the punishment for human sin, and also that he might 
sympathize with our weaknesses.   

Hebrews 2:17, “Therefore he had to be made like his 
brothers in every respect, so that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, 
to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”  

Prayer: Faithful High Priest, you were tempted in 
every way as we are, yet you remain perfect in your 
obedience. Thank you that you know our weakness.  
Keep us from excusing or denying our sinfulness. We 
joyfully accept your exchange. Amen. 

 

In Christ’s love and service,  

Chaplain Gene Sipprell, 952-948-2474 

gsipprell@preshomes.org 

Thoughts from Chaplain Gene 

https://odb.org/author/billcrowder/
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Your Great Gifts 

W e thank you! Financial gifts to your PHS community are a blessing to your 
neighbors and employees – and even to you. Sharing gifts with loved ones is 

top-of-mind this month for many of us. We wanted to offer you a moment to reflect 
about what is on your heart during this season of sharing joy with loved ones and 
neighbors.  

Perhaps you feel called to make a financial gift to your PHS community. The Presbyterian Homes Foundation 
is ready to assist you. Here are a few important points to keep in mind:  

All gifts make a difference. If a gift is meaningful to you, it is meaningful to your PHS community. Please 
know that if you direct your charitable donation to your community, that 100% of your donation goes to your 
community. 

Giving from the heart pleases you, the giver. You know that your gift will make a positive difference within 
your PHS community. You know that your gift will help those close to you – a neighbor or an employee. Giv-
ing provides donors a sense of purpose and satisfaction. 

For your planning: 

Donors may give to a priority that touches their heart. To support residents, there are funds at your community 
for greatest needs, resident benevolence and spiritual life programming. All PHS communities have an employ-
ee education assistance fund to support qualified employees with scholarships to complete certifications or de-
grees. All gifts are welcomed and important. 

Note: Some gifts take more time to complete. If your year-end giving plans include gifting stock or a qualified 
charitable distribution from your IRA, please know that these gifts take time for brokers or advisors to process. 
If you need assistance, please call the Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6408 or 651-631-6418. 

Thank you for all you do to make your PHS community great. Giving from your heart brings you joy – thank 
you for sharing your joy with others. May your Christmas season be filled with much love!  

 

Congratulations  

Beacon Hill Terrace residents, 

Vickie and Evelyn, placed 1st in 

the PHS Bridge Tournament! 



Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 952-988-8810 

Beacon Hill 

Welcome New Employees 

Suwah, RA 

Save the Date 

Our Annual Open House  

The Terrace  

Tuesday, December 10th  

from 6:00pm to 8:00pm 

 

The Commons 

Thursday, December 12th 

from 6:00pm to 8:00 pm 
Gift giving Policy   

for Residents to Staff 

I t is the policy of Presbyterian Homes 

that individual employees may not      

accept gifts or tips from our residents 

and customers. In early December, you 

will receive a letter inviting you to 

make a gift to show appreciation to 

staff. Your gift will help to provide our 

staff Christmas party and gift. We       

appreciate your cooperation with this 

policy and always feel blessed to be 

able to serve you. 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Beacon Hill 

5300 Beacon Hill Road 

Minnetonka, MN 55345 
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Christmas: Good News, Great Joy! 

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’” ~ Luke 2:15 

I t is a wonder that the first announcement of 

Christ on earth came to shepherds—simple 

workers of the field, looked down upon by 

society. They lived with the sheep they cared for 

and the demands were never ending. Yet it was 

they who were first invited to see the newborn 

Lamb of God! 

As we consider the shepherds rising up from their 

work to find Mary, Joseph and the Christ child, we 

can place ourselves alongside them by reflecting 

on where we might find Jesus in our midst.  

At Presbyterian Homes & Services, our mission 

over the last 64 years has remained: To honor 

God by enriching the lives and touching the 

hearts of older adults. As we celebrate another 

year together in ministry, we have been blessed 

by the residents, families, employees, volunteers, 

donors and friends who make up Presbyterian 

Homes & Services. When we rise up in the 

presence of the aged and dedicate ourselves to 

service for and with them, we are rising up to see 

Jesus as well.  

In the year ahead, may we, like the shepherds, rise 

up to see Jesus and tell others the wonderful 

things that God is making happen in our midst. 

God bless you and may the love of Christ be with 

you and yours this Christmas and throughout the 

year ahead. 

Merry Christmas 


