
February 2021 

Beacon Hill 

From Our Administrator 

H ave you ever asked yourself, “What is 
Love?” Each year when February rolls 

around, people prepare to show their love during 
Valentine’s Day with flowers, chocolate, cards 
and many other gestures and activities. Some use 
this time of year for marriage proposals and 
renewals. These are all great and wonderful, but 
do they really capture the true meaning of love? 

The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines love as 
“a quality or feeling of strong or constant 
affection for and dedication to another.” Through 
the acts described above, you could argue that 
they show “love.” However love is so much more 
complex. It is supernatural grace raining down 
from our God above, drawing us ever closer to 
him. His calling of compassion and forgiveness 
seeks to reconcile our souls. The Bible describes 
love in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7: “Love is patient, 
love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it 
is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” 
Also 1 John 4:8 says, “Whoever does not love 
does not know God, because God is love.”  

As you reflect on this letter, my hope is that you 
are open to share and receive the love of God 
through the relationships in your life. Show 
everyone who you may encounter daily, whether 
you know them or not, love. This is the best way 
to honor God. Not just in this season, but every 
day. Love your family, your friends, your 
neighbors and most importantly God. Be kind. Be 
patient. Be LOVED.  

God’s Love and Blessings, Barry Spiers 

F ebruary and the coronavirus bring the 
question of how should I respond to 

troubled times? Psalm 142:2 provides help: “I 
pour out my complaints before him and tell him 
all my troubles.”  Here we are to go to God 
immediately in honesty and faith. Whatever the 
situation that is threatening, you take it directly to 
God’s throne, lay it out and ask God to give you 
help, wisdom and guidance.  

God wants you to ask what you can learn from 
your troubles. What good can come from times of 
my trouble? Paul wrote to the church in Rome, 
8:28: “And we know that God causes everything 
to work together for the good of those who love 
God and are called according to his purpose for 
them.” God is always working in our 
lives. Although you may not see his plan or even 
his activity in the midst of trouble, you can trust 
his love for you.   

Look back through your own history and 
remember how God has faithfully shown his love 
for you, especially through the times of trouble.  

Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent is 
coming. Perhaps that might be a time of 
remembering for you. Perhaps you can join Jesus 
on his way to the cross in your spiritual walk with 
him. Let me know how it goes.  

In Christ’s service,  
Rev. Dr. Gene Sipprell  
gsipprell@preshomes.org  

 

Thoughts from  
Campus Pastor Gene  
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CARES Act Tax Incentives Extended – With a Boost into 2021 

Y ou may have heard that a couple of key provisions of the CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security) Act were extended into 2021. For those who support charitable 

missions, these extensions may be helpful tools. 

An expansion of the universal charitable deduction for cash gifts 

The universal charitable deduction has not only been extended but given a well-deserved 
upgrade. The new deduction is $300 for single filers and $600 for married couples 
filing jointly. This is available to taxpayers who take the standard deduction. The tax 
incentive is available for cash gifts to qualified charities (but not to supporting 
organizations or donor advised funds). 

An extension of the cap on deductions for cash contributions  

Contributions to public charities are generally limited to a percentage of a taxpayer’s 
adjusted gross income (AGI). The CARES Act lifted the cap on annual contributions 
for those who itemize, increasing it from 60% to 100% of AGI for 2020 (and now for 
2021). Any excess contributions available can be carried over to the next five years. 

As part of the PHS Foundation’s service to residents, families and employees, we wanted to 
share these updates with you. Your financial advisor could provide more detailed information as 
to if these changes could enhance your charitable giving in 2021.  

We pray that you are well and we are grateful for the ways that you 
support your PHS community. Thank you! Please feel free to contact 
us at 651-631-6408 or 651-631-6418 if we can be of assistance to you. 



Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 952-988-8810 
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Can We Ask a Favor, Please? 

D o you have a few minutes to leave a review of our community on Google? We'd be 

so excited to read it! We're always looking to improve our care and services, and 

we love getting feedback from residents and family members about what they enjoy 

most. Thank you in advance for taking the time. 

1. Use Google to search for Beacon Hill Presbyterian Homes 

2. Click on “reviews” 

3. Sign in or create a new Google account (if you use Gmail for email, you 

can use that account) 

4. Click on 1-5 stars (5 stars being the best) 

5. Share details (optional) 

6. Click on “Post” button 

We appreciate you and your opinion is important to us. Thanks again for sharing! 

Happenings & Events 

B eacon Hill residents & staff continue to find creative ways to stay connected during this 
pandemic and all of the restrictions that go with it. From volunteering to make cards for 

others to exercises, bingo and the treat cart. Stay tuned for calendar and bulletin 
announcements as we look forward to more ways to connect. 

Volunteer Update 
Many active volunteers have been “out of a job” during Covid restrictions.  

No amount of volunteer time is too small. Please contact Missy Ortiz with 
your volunteer time totals. 952-988-8830 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 
nonprofit organization and an equal 
opportunity employer serving older 
adults through community services, 
housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Beacon Hill 
5300 Beacon Hill Road 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 

952-988-8800 
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COVID-19 update: the journey continues 

W e are in the 12th month navigating COVID-19 
and what a journey it has been and continues 

to be for us all. We are grateful for the 
understanding and resilience of PHS residents and 
families and the skill and compassion of the staff at 
all our communities. With the arrival of safe and 
effective vaccines, we have every reason for hope.  

The two-shot COVID-19 vaccination will help us 
take a big step towards ending this pandemic. While 
we encourage everyone to be vaccinated, we 
continue to follow the CDC and state health 
departments regarding when people can be 
vaccinated. The CDC has set its priorities to  
reach the most vulnerable residents first, who often 
are mobility-limited, and the caregivers who 
support them.  

Vaccination clinics conducted through the federal 
Pharmacy Partnership for Long-term Care Program 
continue to take place at PHS sites for residents and 
staff who live and work in long-term care settings 
including care centers and assisted living. Most of  
our locations have completed their first clinics  

with second and third rounds scheduled for the 
booster doses. 

PHS has been advocating with state health 
departments to make on-site clinics available to 
independent living residents. Your site leader will 
keep you informed about clinic dates and vaccine 
availability for your PHS community.  

As the vaccination process continues, we all wish 
we could ditch the masks and resume normal 
activity. However, experts need to verify the 
protection that COVID-19 vaccinations provide 
before changing recommended steps everyone 
should take to slow the spread of the virus. Our 
current visitor policies and the host of safeguards 
we have in place will remain as guided by federal 
and state health agencies. We expect it will be some 
time before we see major policy updates. Other 
factors, including how many people get vaccinated 
and how the virus is spreading in communities, will 
also affect these decisions.  

Thank you to everyone as we continue this  
journey together.  


