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From Our Administrator 

D o you ever wonder, where does all the time go? Life has a way of passing us by if we 
do not pay attention to it. Life ushers in awareness. One moment you are in one stage 
of life and the next thing you know you are in another. Sometimes you have control 

over your circumstances, and sometimes your circumstances have control over you. I often 
wonder if I am fulfilling my purpose? Am I doing all that I am called to do?  

As we grow older, it is normal for us to look back on the time that we have lost. And, it can be 
really easy to dwell on the past rather than looking to the future. Many of us have probably 
thought that we would be in a very different place in our lives. Are we in a better place or have 
we not met our own expectations for our life? How do we cope with the seasons of change in 
our lives? 

I know that I have posed quite a few questions here, but my intention is to stimulate your 
thoughts. My answer to most of these questions is, simply, prayer. I have matured in so many 
ways in life. Most importantly in my spiritual life, I’ve developed a relationship with God and I 
lean on Him to guide my way, as time passes. I’ve learned that I am happiest when I am 
following Him. He knows where He wants me to be. All I have to do is listen. Many people 
struggle with prayer. They think that it’s just about asking God for guidance or for relief. But 
prayer is more than that. It’s an actual conversation with God. It’s a mutual relationship. 
Conversations are a two-way street sending and receiving communication. We need mostly to 
be open to receive God’s will in that communication. He will reveal Himself to you. God 
created us as purposeful beings. Fulfill this purpose. Don’t dwell on what could have been. 
Rather, look forward to what will be.  

I am nowhere near where I thought I would be in life. My idea of who I would be and where I 
would be is dramatically different from my youthful expectations. Even though where I am is 
not where I thought I would be, it doesn’t mean it’s not where I’m supposed to be. My point is, 
life changes. It may not be what we thought it would be, but there is a reason why we are where 
we are. We are a result of our choices, guided by our experiences. Are you allowing God to be a 
part of those choices? I have a positive outlook on life because I allow God to be a part of mine. 
I hope you will too. 

God’s Blessings,  
Barry Spiers 



5300 Beacon Hill Road, Minnetonka, MN 55345                         www.beaconhillphs.org 

Beacon Hill 

Are You Prepared for Tax Time? 

T ax filing time is here again. IRS Publications 526 and 1771 on charitable contributions 
outline the federal tax laws for organizations like Presbyterian Homes & Services, 

churches and other charities that you might support. Keeping detailed records of contributions 
is an important practice for donors. This is a summary of some of the record-keeping 
requirements imposed by the IRS. As always, it is recommended that donors consult with their 
tax advisors for guidance. 

For cash gifts. Donors must have a record or written communication from the organization for 
any monetary contribution showing the name of the charity and the date and amount of the 
contribution. These are needed before donors can claim charitable contributions on their 
federal income tax returns. Presbyterian Homes Foundation acknowledges all gifts. 

For gifts of $250 or more. Donors must receive a gift acknowledgement that includes the 
organization’s name and the amount of the cash contribution or a description (but not the 
value) of the noncash contribution. In addition, and depending on the type of gift, there must 
be a statement that the organization provided or did not provide goods or services in exchange 
for the gift. 

Gifts of non-cash property above $500 and gifts of property above $5,000. IRS Code 
regulations impose greater responsibilities on donors who make these types of contributions. 
Maintaining detailed information about the property is a must, along with completing 
additional IRS forms. Gifts of property of $5,000 and greater require an independent appraisal 
by a subject expert. 

We are here to help. If you have questions about gifts that you’ve made to PHS or a PHS 
community, please call the Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6408 or 651-631-6418. 
PHS is grateful to all the donors who lift our mission and ministry through their generosity. We 
appreciate you! 



Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 952-988-8810 
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Thoughts from Pastor Gene 

T he word “quarantine” was first used in the 14th century Venice. In order to prevent the 
plague from wiping out the city, authorities ruled that ships had to be out in the sea for 40 

days before coming into port. It was based on the idea of the 40 days of Lent and of Christ’s 40 
days of testing in the wilderness.   

We will begin this Lent under quarantine. It is important to turn our thoughts to the Lord Jesus 
Christ and remember His sufferings, death and resurrection. For many the virus has brought 
fear, and they are not thinking of Jesus. Like Peter who took his eyes from Jesus to the 
frightening waves and began to sink. Let us turn our eyes to Jesus and fix our thoughts on Him, 
trusting Him, obeying Him and serving in His name.     

As Paul wrote to the Roman church, let us be “joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer.” As we face quarantine, let us observe Lent by remembering to practice our spiritual 
disciplines of prayer and fasting, turning fully to the Lord to do good. Let us practice solitude 
and stillness to be with the Lord. May our intimacy with God keep us from despairing over 
“social distancing” and wearing masks. The prophet Isaiah wrote, “Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusted in thee” (26:3).  

Chaplain Gene Sipprell 
952-948-2474 
gsipprell@preshomes.org  

Celebrations & Updates 

 We are thankful to have had the 
vaccination clinics at Beacon Hill! 

 Many thanks to everyone donating  
to ICA food shelf. Way to go  
Beacon Hill! 

 Shred service will arrive March 4 

 First day of Spring is March 20  

 Palm Sunday is March 28 

Happenings & Outings 

We continue to have weekly store      
outings, weather permitting. We are also 
able to gather for groups while          
continuing safe guidelines.  

Please check the calendar and bulletin 
board for games, exercise, socials, Bible 
study & other activities. 
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Activity Professionals: Bound for Glory 

A t Presbyterian Homes & Services (PHS), the 
nearly 200 activity professionals dedicated to life 

enrichment, recreation and volunteerism come  
up with ideas, large and small, to engage residents  
in meaningful ways, have fun, learn and connect  
with others.   

This past year, impacted in every way by COVID-19, 
required creative adaptations from our activity 
professionals. In the midst of uncertainly and 
limitations, they have stepped up in remarkable ways 
to keep residents engaged with each other and 
connected to their families. 

Jess Drecktrah, PHS Vice President of Life 
Enrichment, is passionate about elevating the 
profession of life enrichment in senior living. Inspired 
by a song by Gospel singer, Rosetta Tharpe, Jess 
conceived the Bound for Glory award, a traveling 
award that allows managers and peers to recognize the 
important work of life enrichment staff and volunteer 
coordinators as they create opportunities for fun and 
purpose for those they serve.  

 

 

The trophy combines a plant, a rock (with a star 
painted on it), and a golden microphone. Jess explains 
its symbolism, “The plant represents the live nature of 
the work we do. The rock with the star on it represents 
that we are all rock stars. The golden microphone 
symbolizes the show. The train represents movement 
and the belief that we are bound for glory.” Each 
recipient is given the opportunity to be involved in 
selecting the next recipient of the traveling award – 
because glory is meant for sharing. 

Since its launch in fall 2018, Bound for Glory has 
been awarded to 12 PHS employees. We thank these 
recipients, along with all the Life Enrichment 
professionals at PHS. They are the heart and spirit of 
our communities and fulfill our mission “to honor 
God by enriching the lives and touching the hearts of 
older adults.” The important part says Jess, “is that 
everything points back to the glory of God through the 
call of service.”  

Contact your site leader if you wish to suggest the 
name of a PHS activity professional who you feel is 
“Bound for Glory.”  


