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Meet Beacon Hill’s New Administrator 

G 
reetings Beacon Hill! 

My name is Barry Spiers, and I am excited to be joining 

Beacon Hill as the new Campus Administrator. I have 

been with  Presbyterian Homes and Services for 3 years 

as the Housing Director of Mississippi Shores in Monticello, MN. I 

am passionate about serving others, and I am thankful for the 

opportunity to come here. I realize that we are in an unprecedented 

time as we continue to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic and with 

change comes uncertainty. I want to assure you that I will work hard 

to make this transition as seamless as possible.  

I would like to share a little bit about myself. I grew up in a small 

southern Louisiana town. I joined the Navy out of high school and 

served as a Hospital Corpsman with the Marine Corps at Parris 

Island and Camp Lejeune. I met my wife in the military; we have been married now for 27 years. We 

moved to Minnesota in 1998 to be closer to my wife’s parents. We live in Monticello. I am a proud dad 

of two girls, ages 22 and 23. The oldest is a nurse and the youngest will soon be graduating from 

nursing school. My wife is a nursing home administrator, so we are a family of care providers. My wife 

and I volunteer on many church and civic committees as well. We try to follow God’s calling in all our 

choices. I enjoy being outdoors. I like to golf, go camping and fish. Even ice fishing in the winter. 

Being from the south, I was a nervous wreck the first time I was out ice fishing, but I am used to it 

now. I like to play cards, especially cribbage. I am lighthearted and like to laugh. Laughter is great 

medicine when anxiety is high. I hope to create many smiles as I lead our community. 

I feel very blessed to be joining you, and I look forward to meeting and learning more about you in the 

coming weeks.   

 

God bless, 

Barry Spiers 
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Beacon Hill 

O ur lives have changed by COVID, yet the service and care PHS employees are delivering each and every 

day at PHS communities remains strong, compassionate and creative. Employees hold you in their 

prayers and continue to work hard to find ways to brighten your days and comfort you when the stresses of this 

current reality feel too heavy. 

We’ve heard from many of you who want to know how you can help. First, we welcome your prayers for 

safety and protection—for your neighbors, for employees, and for all who have been affected by this virus. 

Thank you for your thoughtfulness – you are a blessing to employees! Notes, waves, smiles from behind 

your face masks and just saying, “thank you,” go a long way to show your appreciation and uplift employees’ 

spirits.  

You might also feel called to make a financial gift to support PHS Employee Appreciation. The PHS Board of 

Directors has authorized giving each employee up to $1,000 based on hours worked as special appreciation 

pay. This gift will be funded largely through donations. If you would like to make a gift – all gifts of any 

amount make a difference – please call the Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6105, 651-631-6418 

or 651-631-6408. Or if you prefer to make your gift online, please visit preshomes.org and click “Make a Gift.” 

In addition, two other employee-focused funds are available for you to support – Employee Education 

Assistance and Employee Hardship. Even in the midst of COVID, employees are still pursing and completing 

degrees and certifications to benefit you and your neighbors. 

We are preparing for a new normal and we thank you for your patience and prayers as we create plans for the 

coming weeks and months. Thank you for being a part of the PHS family. Your neighbors, loved ones and PHS 

employees are keeping you close in their thoughts and prayers. Stay well. 

Please welcome our new 

Culinary Director: Casandra “Cassie” Lee 

C assie comes to us from our Croixdale community. After high school 

Cassie went to cosmetology school and was a hair stylist for seniors 

living in a care center for 10 years. It was there that Cassie found her 

passion to serve older adults.  

Cassie has worked in the food industry for the last 18 years. She has 

worked as a server, cook, supervisor and most recently Culinary Director. 

She has the experience and passion we are looking for to serve our 

residents. While not at work, Cassie enjoys spending time with her family 

outside, camping and cooking.   

When you see Cassie, please give her a big Beacon Hill welcome.  

Thank You, PHS Employees! 



Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour: 952-988-8810 

Beacon Hill 

Sarah Johnson, Concordia College 

Maria Voronchak, Nursing  

Olivia Hawkins, UMD 

Alice Barmon, Rasmussen College. 

Thoughts from Chaplain Gene 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten 

us again to a living hope.”  ~1 Peter 1:3 

W hat is your outlook on the future? Are you afraid of the coronavirus? Do you view the future with hope 

for great things or with despair?  But we need not lose hope! Because of Christ’s resurrection, we have 

wonderful hope for our future. The resurrection is a documented fact of history; Christ has vanquished death. 

We have the hope of going to heaven and spending eternity with Him. And even in this life, Christ has 

promised never to forsake us. Christ gives us hope. Martin Luther summed it up, “Everything that is done in 

the world is done by hope.” 

Remember to check your calendars and TV station 992 for the spiritual care happenings on Channel 991. 

Monday-Friday: 10 am Daily Bible Reading; Noon prayers for the nations; 3 pm confirmation for seniors 

(Hymns, Catechism, Old and New Testament, Holy Land, and church in the world) lectures by myself 

followed by Bible videos.12:30 pm prayer walks from Terrace dining room. Sunday worship services at 1:30 

pm. 

If you’re feeling a little low on hope today, pray and ask Jesus to give you some.  Remember he has secured 

your future, and in that truth you have great hope for today! 

In Christ’s service, 

Rev. Dr. Gene Sipprell   

952-988-8820 | gsipprell@preshomes.org  

Happy Father’s Day                                          
to All Men at Beacon Hill 

 
Faithful 

Always there 

Trustworthy 

Honoring 

Ever-loving 

Righteous 

Congratulations to Our 

Graduates! 
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Taking the Long View: PHS Project Updates 

N avigating the impact of the coronavirus requires a 
tight focus on the day-to-day. Even so, the long-

range vision of PHS, “to provide more choices and 
opportunities for more older adults to live well,” has 
not dimmed. Senior Housing Partners, the project 
development arm of PHS, shares updates of new 
communities in the making:   

Prairie Gate, Council Bluffs, IA: The first residents 
arrived in March. Offering senior apartments, assisted 
living apartments, memory care apartments and care 
center suites, the campus is near churches and a 
regional trail system.  

Mount Carmel Bluffs, Dubuque, IA: A joint venture 
with the Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(BVM), Mount Carmel Bluffs rises above the 
Mississippi River. The BVM staff have transitioned to 
be PHS employees. Phase 1, opening this fall, includes 
assisted living and memory care apartments and a long-
term care center. Phase 2, anticipated to be complete in 
early 2022, will deconstruct buildings to make way for 
senior-living apartments. 

 

Towner Crest, Oconomowoc, WI: The doors opened 
in January welcoming residents to their new senior 
living apartments in the fifth PHS community in 
southeastern Wisconsin. The campus offers lodge-style 
architectural design with a variety of amenities and 
services. Towner Crest is preparing to welcome 
residents in the newly opened assisted living and 
memory care apartments.  

Lexington Landing, St. Paul, MN: Owned by J.A. 
Wedum Foundation and managed by PHS, Lexington 
Landing’s urban design will feature senior apartments, 
assisted living apartments and memory care 
apartments. The campus will offer convenient 
amenities and community programs. Opening is 
anticipated in fall 2020. 

Flagstone, Eden Prairie, MN: Located next to Castle 
Ridge, this new campus will offer a full continuum of 
housing and care options near to urban conveniences, 
yet close to nature. Castle Ridge residents will be the 
first Flagstone residents and the old building will be 
demolished to make way for other retail and housing. 
In the future, we will share progress on redevelopment 
projects at existing PHS communities.  


