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Do you ever wonder what heaven will be like?

The apostle John wrote, “And I saw a new

heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 

first earth had passed away…Then, I , John, saw the 

holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of  

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for  

her husband.” 

When earth with its pandemics and social rioting 

seem intolerable to you, think of heaven, our true 

home. It seems our longing for heaven diminishes 

with the increase of our material goods. But when we 

have a great need or our troubles increase, then we 

long for heaven. Perhaps God allows some of these 

troubles to come our way so that our longing for our 

true home will not grow too dim. “For where your 

treasure is, there will be your heart be also.” 

Today if you endure a great trial or experience great 

blessings, set your sights on heaven. Remember your 

citizenship is in heaven, your true home.  

On a personal note I have returned to SummerHouse 

of Bloomington and Ridgeview Terrace in my 

morning routines of service. I will be returning to 

working at Bloomington 20 hours per week while 

continuing to work 20 hours a week at Beacon Hill. My 

schedule at Bloomington is especially fluid currently.  

Any comments or questions, please see me. 

In Christ’s service,  

Rev. Dr. Gene Sipprell  

gsipprell@preshomes.org.  

Have you ever had a time in your life when you 

didn’t feel like you could get anything right? 

When no matter how much you tried, things just 

wouldn’t go your way? How did you handle it? 

I often find myself trying to cope with times like this. 

Sometimes the struggles linger for days and weeks. 

No matter what I do to pull myself out of the rut, 

nothing works. One thing that I have realized is that  

some things are just out of our control. It is times like 

these that I have to hand my struggles over to God; 

“Thy will be done.” This is hard to do. The natural 

human response is to figure things out on our own. 

Pride and stubbornness often interfere with our ability 

to listen to His will. We want instant gratification and 

response. Unfortunately, this just doesn't always 

happen when we want it to.   

In Joyce Meyer’s book, Battlefield of the Mind 

(2002) she writes, “We need to learn to enjoy where 

we are while we are on our way to where we are 

going!” I have found that if I stop and reflect on the 

many blessings in my life and trust that the good Lord 

will see me through whatever I am struggling with, I 

find peace.  

Another helpful resource for me is the poem, 

“Footprints in the Sand.” What a profound reflective 

insight to know that when times get tough, He is there 

carrying us through it. We were never promised a 

stress-free life, but God does promise us a joyous and 

happy future through His son, Jesus.  

As we continue to manage through these 

unprecedented times, may you all find His peace. I 

pray your days will be filled with joy and happiness. 

God bless, 

Barry Spiers,  

Campus Administrator 

Thoughts from  
Campus Pastor Gene 
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Resident Appreciation 

July is when we normally say “thank you” to the residents at Beacon Hill with a picnic 

lunch. Unfortunately since the pandemic hit, life has not been normal. This year we would 

like to show our appreciation by going door-to-door with a sweet treat. 

On Tuesday, August 11, our management staff will stop by your door to say “thank you for 

making Beacon Hill your home.” We will begin at the Terrace at 1:00 p.m. and go over to the 

Commons at 2:30. Expect a knock on your door and a 

smiling face (behind a mask) to greet you! If you are 

not home, we will leave you a note as to where you can 

get your treat.  

Beacon Hill residents are great! 

Reminders to Keep Us Safe 

Everyone is doing a GREAT job of following 

the guidelines from the CDC (Centers for  

Disease Control) and the MDH (Minnesota 

Department of Health). Beacon Hill is remaining 

COVID-19 free. Just a few reminders: 

• Wear a mask when you leave your apartment

• Wash your hands or use hand sanitizer

frequently

• When around others, stay socially distanced

(6 ft. apart)

• Only one person on the elevator at a time

unless you live in the same apartment.

• If you are not feeling well, stay in your

apartment and contact your physician and

family.

By being vigilant and following these guidelines 

we will remain COVID-19 free. Thank you 

everyone for doing your part to keep Beacon Hill 

safe and healthy. 

Visiting at the Commons 

Terrace residents are welcome to 

visit friends that live at the 

Commons. We have a computer link 

that you can use to make an 

appointment to visit outdoors. The 

computer link is:  

https://www.sighupgenius.com/go/

8050d48abab2aa4fa7-beacon.   

If that is difficult to navigate, please 

call Linda and she can get you 

signed up with whomever you would 

like to visit. During this unusual 

time it is important to not lose touch 

with our friends. We all need a 

friend to brighten our day. 
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A Simple Way to Reflect Your Intentions –  

Beneficiary Designations 

L ast month we shared the importance of 

completing, maintaining and organizing 

important documents. One important document 

that is easily overlooked is your beneficiary 

designations. It is worth the time to make sure 

these special forms are in order and reflect your 

current intentions.  

Beneficiary designation forms are used with 

retirement plans, life insurance policies, 

commercial annuities and banking accounts like 

savings and checking, certificates of deposit 

(CDs) or brokerage accounts. 

Making beneficiary designations is usually a 

simple process, typically not requiring an 

attorney. Depending on the type of account, you 

will need to contact the plan’s customer service 

line, insurance company or financial institution 

where you have an account. You will select your 

beneficiary and complete a form that is entirely 

separate from your will or trust. You may name 

more than one beneficiary—family members, 

friends and even charitable organizations that you 

care about. 

Some may also appreciate that designating 

beneficiaries on these types of assets means that 

they are excluded in the probate process which 

allows for confidentiality. Typically advisors will 

request that you obtain the charity’s federal tax 

ID number to ensure an effective transfer. 

Also, for some people, designating retirement 

assets to a charity is a convenient and cost-

effective gift. If retirement plans are designated 

to heirs, these assets are subject to income tax as 

well as possible estate taxes. Under the recent 

SECURE Act, some accounts may also be 

subject to mandatory emptying in 10 years. This 

makes them a potentially poor asset to pass on to 

children or grandchildren, but an excellent asset 

to use for a charitable gift. One of the easiest 

ways to become a member of the PHS Legacy 

Society is through a beneficiary designation. 

For more information on naming Presbyterian 

Homes Foundation as a beneficiary, or to obtain 

the Foundation’s Federal Tax ID number, please 

call the Presbyterian Homes Foundation office at  

651-631-6408, 651-631-6418 or visit our website 

at https://preshomes.planningyourlegacy.org/ 

beneficiary-designations.  



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 
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Enriching Lives in Challenging Times 

Presbyterian Homes & Services (PHS) 
communities share a deep and long-standing 

tradition of family participation, special entertainment 
and dedicated support from a large robust volunteer 
program to create smiles in the eyes of those we serve. 
This is the work of PHS Life Enrichment teams. The 
calling of the Life Enrichment/Activity Professional is 
to enrich the lives of those we serve through 
engagement and purpose.   

COVID-19 has disrupted “normal” and in this 
environment, life enrichment teams have adapted, 
imagining and implementing new ways to ensure that 
each day, residents find meaning and purpose while 
staying safe. Fortunately, innovation and creativity 
run through the veins of our life enrichment 
professionals. The exponential results are new best 
practices and silver linings that are overwhelmingly 
filled with moments of joy.  

Life enrichment teams have been generating 
innovations that make a difference, including 
programs such as a virtual library (endless resources 
for learning, entertainment and virtual adventure), 

theme weeks for all, wearing inflatable costumes, 
organizing car parades, sign/poster parties for special 
celebrations, window visits (for families, entertainers, 
volunteers, animals, etc), themed carts delivering 
treats ‘n’ smiles, hallway activities (BINGO!) and more! 

Necessity has inspired innovation in a short period of 
time and technology has been an important tool. As 
the pandemic first emerged, digital devices were 
deployed rapidly to all PHS communities. Each has 
“souped up” Life Enrichment applications for virtual 
chats and resident engagement. Life enrichment teams 
use these devices to capture smiles and moments in 
time and post them to social media bringing 
reassurance and comfort for families and the greater 
community. With added social media stories and 
photos from Life Enrichment, PHS breached over 
1.15 million social impressions just in April!  

Although the future is still uncertain, this we can 
assure: amidst the changing, challenging days, our life 
enrichment teams will keep residents active, engaged 
and in good hands! 


