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Castle Ridge Campus  Gables ~ Commons  

Christmas Radio Musical  

J oin us for another exciting production from the 

residents at Castle Ridge, performing “O Holy 

Night.” 

This Christmas Radio Musical is scheduled for 

Monday, December 23 at 4 p.m. There will be a 

special performance for residents at Castle Ridge 

on December 23 at 10:30 a.m.  

W e thank you! Financial gifts to your PHS community are a blessing to your neighbors and 
employees—and even to you. Sharing gifts with loved ones is top-of-mind this month for many of us. 

We wanted to offer you a moment to reflect about what is on your heart during this season of sharing joy with 
loved ones and neighbors.  

Perhaps you feel called to make a financial gift to your PHS community. The Presbyterian Homes Foundation 
is ready to assist you. Here are a few important points to keep in mind:  

All gifts make a difference. If a gift is meaningful to you, it is meaningful to your PHS community.  
Please know that if you direct your charitable donation to your community, 100% of your donation goes to 
your community. 

Giving from the heart pleases you, the giver. You know that your gift will make a positive difference 
within your PHS community. You know that your gift will help those close to you—a neighbor or an 
employee. Giving provides donors a sense of purpose and satisfaction. 

For your planning: 

Donors may give to a priority that touches their heart. To support residents, there are funds at your 
community for greatest needs, resident benevolence and spiritual life programming. All PHS communities 
have an employee education assistance fund to support qualified employees with scholarships to complete 
certifications or degrees. All gifts are welcomed and important. 

Note: Some gifts take more time to complete. If your year-end giving plans include gifting stock or a 
qualified charitable distribution from your IRA, please know that these gifts take time for brokers or advisors 
to process. If you need assistance, please call the Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6408 or  
651-631-6418. 

Thank you for all you do to make your PHS community great. Giving from your heart brings you joy—thank 
you for sharing your joy with others. May your Christmas season be filled with much love!  

Your Great Gifts 

Jewels of Joy Boutique 

T ake advantage of a special on-site gift boutique 

on Saturday, December 7 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 

just in time for Christmas! “Jewels of Joy Boutique” 

has gifts for everyone on your list, ranging in price 

from $7 to $40 (cash and cards accepted). Come do 

all of your Christmas shopping with your loved one in 

the cozy comfort of our own Castle Ridge Chapel!  

Ho, Ho, Ho! You gotta go!  
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W e request that all residents and families take the time to label any personal items they bring to 

Castle Ridge, especially clothing and eyeglasses. This applies even if family does their loved 

one’s laundry. Knowing exactly what belongs to whom will help expedite the return of items that may 

have been misplaced and help to ensure laundered items are returned to the correct person. And 

remember: gifts of new clothing or socks need to be labeled, too. Since new items are likely to be worn 

right away, they should be labeled as soon as they are opened.  

To assist in this process, we offer a self-service labeling cart for your use. The cart has a clothing label 

maker and a heat press to allow for easy attachment to clothing. It can be wheeled to resident rooms for 

your convenience. You can print one label or many labels and attach them on the spot without having 

to use an iron. There is also a permanent marker included in your welcome bag or at reception that can 

be used to write directly on light colored clothing tags.  

Please ask any staff member to show you where the cart is located or for a quick lesson on how to use 

the machine. Staff members are not available to label your clothing items for you. 

Important Reminder: Label All Clothing 

Welcome Mary C. O’Brien 

I  was recently hired as a Quality in Living Specialist at Presbyterian Homes. I am a nurse by 

background, having worked in different senior living settings. I have always been focused on the 

wisdom and well-being of those who have lived long lives. In my new position I am able to have 

conversations with residents about their lives and what matters most to each individual at this stage. 

Helping navigate the transitions of aging and being able to support the wishes of residents is an honor. 

I also love working with families and our care team at Castle Ridge to provide this support. 

Since coming to Castle Ridge, I have found it to be a very special community. It was quickly apparent 

to me that this is a joy-filled place. Residents have opportunities to have their care needs met, but 

equally, and sometimes even more importantly, they have chances to engage in meaningful ways and 

contribute to the life of the community. There is a sense of commitment by all to create a place of 

sharing and belonging. The focus is not on the losses we all encounter with aging, rather it is about the 

celebration of the precious time we spend together.   

I feel very fortunate to have joined this community. Thank you for making me feel so at home! 



CASTLE RIDGE OUTLOOK 

Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 952-942-2100 

Chaplain’s Corner 

PHS Foundational Passages 

Select Capable Staff (Exodus 18:17-21) 

 

“Moses’ father-in-law replied, ‘What you are doing is not good. You and these people 

who come to you will only wear yourselves out. The work is too heavy for you; you 

cannot handle it alone. Listen now to me and I will give you some advice, and may 

God be with you. You must be the people’s representative before God and bring their 

disputes to him. Teach them his decrees and laws, and show them the way to live and 

the duties they are to perform. But select capable men from all the people—men who 

fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as officials 

over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.’” 

B urnout is not new. As the above passage relates, Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, was concerned 

about it 3,400 years ago. He knew Moses could not deal with all the disputes and issues of the 

Israelites that were being taken directly to him, as their leader. Such is also the case with the leadership 

of Presbyterian Homes & Services (PHS). One person cannot possibly deal with everything required of 

an organization providing care and living communities to older adults. Just as Jethro recommended 

delegating work to officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens, PHS delegates work for the 

overall administration and growth of PHS, to the leaders of our 49 communities, to individual functions 

within those communities and to each individual employee.   

Jethro also realized that Moses could not conduct his own business without placing God in the center 

of the process, and that those who assumed delegated tasks must likewise be godly men; “men who 

fear God” (here, as in many biblical passages, “fear” means to revere). Likewise, PHS was founded on 

biblical principles and continues to thrive by working and serving within the biblical framework that 

these foundational passages provide, and by employing men and women who believe in and foster the 

essence of this foundation. 

Please contact any of the management staff at Castle Ridge if your experience with us has not reflected 

a loving care for you or your loved one. 

 

Peace Be with You, 

Chaplain Bob 

“Blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD.” (Prov. 16:20b) 
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Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 
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Christmas: Good News, Great Joy! 

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’” ~ Luke 2:15 

I t is a wonder that the first announcement of 

Christ on earth came to shepherds—simple 

workers of the field, looked down upon by 

society. They lived with the sheep they cared for 

and the demands were never ending. Yet it was 

they who were first invited to see the newborn 

Lamb of God! 

As we consider the shepherds rising up from their 

work to find Mary, Joseph and the Christ child, we 

can place ourselves alongside them by reflecting 

on where we might find Jesus in our midst.  

At Presbyterian Homes & Services, our mission 

over the last 64 years has remained: To honor 

God by enriching the lives and touching the 

hearts of older adults. As we celebrate another 

year together in ministry, we have been blessed 

by the residents, families, employees, volunteers, 

donors and friends who make up Presbyterian 

Homes & Services. When we rise up in the 

presence of the aged and dedicate ourselves to 

service for and with them, we are rising up to see 

Jesus as well.  

In the year ahead, may we, like the shepherds, rise 

up to see Jesus and tell others the wonderful 

things that God is making happen in our midst. 

God bless you and may the love of Christ be with 

you and yours this Christmas and throughout the 

year ahead. 

Merry Christmas 


