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The Gift Of Christmas Glimpses 

T 
his Christmas season is undoubtedly unlike any we’ve experienced before, which gives us an 
extra-special opportunity to be warmed by Christmas stories. Castle Ridge is blessed to enjoy 
people from all over the world as well as those from “just down the road.” What a treat to 

receive a glimpse of Christmas on the farm AND around the globe.  

Rockstar CNA Lucy Hartmann reflects on Christmas in the Philippines and 
Thailand. She shares that Maligayong Pasco means Merry Christmas in the 
Philippines. “The Philippines has the longest Christmas celebration,” she says. 
“We start decorating Christmas trees and shop for Christmas gifts from 
September through December. Filipinos love singing, so you will hear a group of 
people sing Christmas carols in front of your house and, after they sing, we give 
them money. On December 24 at 10 pm we attend midnight mass, and after mass 
we go home and the whole family will eat dinner. We call it Noche Buena. After 
we eat, my mother will throw coins everywhere in the house. Everybody will 

crawl on the floor to get as many “lucky coins” as they can. On Christmas morning we get up at 8:30 
am and start opening gifts. At noon my relatives will come to the house for lunch. In Thailand, where I 
also come from, Thai people really don’t celebrate Christmas like Filipinos because they are Buddhist. 
But that doesn’t stop Thai people from decorating shopping malls, streets and roads full of Christmas 
lights and trees.   used to teach in a convent school for six years. My students would have a Christmas 
party on the morning of December 25 and exchange gifts with their classmates. It’s fun and they like it.  
In the afternoon they go home — no more class!” 

Delores shares a favorite story of one of her most memorable Christmases on the Mortensen Farm. 
“One year — must have been in the 80s — there was a bad snowstorm on Christmas Eve. My brother 
and his family were following some friends up from Austin to spend Christmas with family in the Twin 
Cities. By the time they got to our farm in Blooming Prairie, the weather was so awful, you couldn’t 
see anything out there! So, everyone, and I mean EVERYONE got to spend Christmas on the farm with 
us. My brother and his family, his friend’s family, my sister and her family were also there, my mom 
and dad, and myself, not to mention all pet dogs! In total there were nine adults, seven kids, and seven 
dogs, AND THEY ALL GOT ALONG! We ate what we had, played a wild 
game of “Dirty Bingo” with the presents, and enjoyed time with each other. We 
were sleeping all over the house! On the living room floor, on all the couches and 
beds, and the dogs squeezed in wherever they could find a spot. That was my 
favorite part — sharing everything. Not only did we share the floor, we also 
shared our food, company, time and memories. Such a special Christmas Eve!”  

This Christmas, may HOPE warm your heart, LOVE warm your family,                
and the LIGHT of JESUS warm all mankind. 
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This Remains Constant – YOU are special to PHS! 

   Jim Mosoti’s  
Glimpse Into a 

“Christmas In Kenya” 

Hoffman’s 
Ho Ho Ho’s 

“Snow Season” 

Y ear’s end often sparks reflection. This certainly was a year like few others. We continue to pray for 
your protection and peace of mind.  

Yet one thing remains the same – YOU are special to your PHS community! Your friends, neighbors and 
employees appreciate and care for you. The simple act of smiling is still noticed and felt even as we 
continue to don masks. Thank you for keeping your community close to your heart and in your prayers. 

We have received financial gifts from residents and their loved ones throughout the year. Donors tell us 
again and again that giving brings them hope. And hope reminds us there are still many blessings 
to count. 

This year has demonstrated – yet again – that all gifts make a difference. If a gift is personally meaningful 
to you, it is every bit as meaningful to your PHS community. Thank you! 

Points to remember: 

 Please know that if you direct your charitable donation to your community, that 100% of your donation 
goes to your community. 

 To support residents, gifts to greatest needs, benevolence and spiritual life are welcomed. 

 Many want to show gratitude to employees. You may direct your gift to employee appreciation, 
employee education assistance or employee hardship.  

 Any gift may be made In Honor or In Memory of a loved one. 

A note about timing:  Some gifts take more time to complete. If your year-end giving plans include gifting 
stock or a qualified charitable distribution from your IRA, please know that these gifts take time for brokers 
or advisors to process. If you need assistance, please call the Presbyterian Homes 
Foundation at 651-631-6408 or 651-631-6418. 

Thank you for all you do to make your PHS community great.  
May your Christmas season be filled with much love!  

What do snowmen like to do on the weekends? 

Chill out! 

What do you sing at a snowman’s birthday  

party? 

Freeze a Jolly Good Fellow! 
 

What’s Frosty’s favorite desert? 

Ice Krispy Treats! 
 

What’d one snowman say to the other snowman? 

Do you smell carrots? 

“Christmas is more of a family reunion that starts 

the evening of December 24 and lasts through 

December 26. On Christmas Day, family 

members attend church service and afterwards 

they share a meal together. The  best main food 

at Christmas dinner is Vgali, which is goat meat 

and chicken. Chapati and Madasis cakes are 

shared among the young children. It is the best 

day of the year with family members and the 

community all together.” 



Family Council - Open Meeting 

Family Council is being offered virtually in November! It will be held via conference line 

on Thursday, December 17 at 6:00 pm. Please RSVP to Angie Nyamburi at 

anyamburi@preshomes.org if you would like to participate.   

Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 952-942-2100 

“Jesus Is Among Us” 
John 1:1-5, 15; Luke 2:8-11 

A s we continue to look forward to a COVID-19 vaccine and the hope of a 
return to life before the virus, let us remember that in this Advent season, we 

not only look forward to celebrating the initial coming of Jesus but also his future 
second coming. In the initial coming (birth story) of Jesus, we usually look to the 
Gospel of Luke with Mary and Joseph, the angels, the birth in the “stable,” and the 
shepherds among others. Yet, the Gospel of John begins by telling us that Jesus 
was among us “in the beginning.”  “The Word” equates to Jesus, although not yet 
in human form.   

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through Him, and apart 
from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. In Him was life, and the life 
was the Light of men. The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it. ~ John 1:1-5 

In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened. But the angel 
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will 
be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. ~ Luke 2:8-11 

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the 
only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. ~ John 1:14 

Now it can seem like the world according to COVID-19 is all we have known. But let us not forget that 
In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men; … full of grace and truth (John 1:4, 14b). Our being 
is and has forever been in Jesus. He is our Light, whether we’re trudging through the valley or shouting 
from the mountaintop. So, during this temporary time of COVID-19, let us seek to comprehend the 
Light shining in the darkness, and that His grace and truth is ever present in our lives. 

And just as COVID-19 is temporary, so, too, is our current 
broken condition. During this time of Advent, we also look 
forward to that time when Jesus comes again and forever breaks 
our bondage to the powers of darkness. 

Peace, Pastor Bob 
 

“Blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD.” ~ Prov. 16:20b 
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nonprofit organization and an equal 
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housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

God’s light shines at Christmas and throughout the year 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. ~John 1:5 

H ow wonderful that Christmas comes in the 

darkness of winter. This holy day brings the 

light of God’s love revealed in Jesus to our lives 

and our world. The Gospel of John proclaims, “In 

him was life and that life is the light of all” (John 

1:4).  This familiar passage echoes Jesus declaring, 

“I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). Christmas 

is the season of good will, reminding us that we  

are called to share the light of his love with  

one another.  

Yes, this Christmas will be different in the season 

of COVID.  These past months have granted us 

renewed sense of that which is essential. The 

residents, families, volunteers and employees of 

PHS have stepped up in amazing ways to fight fear, 

carry each other through long days and provide 

hope. While our bodies may have become 

accustomed to physical distance, our souls continue 

to reach out for connection. It is in these 

connections with each other that we see the light of 

Christ shining in the darkness. 

The mission of Presbyterian Homes & Services, “to 

honor God by enriching the lives and touching the 

hearts of older adults,” is grounded in the belief that 

all we do is motivated by God’s love revealed to us 

in the light of Jesus Christ. God’s light in Jesus 

shines brightly at Christmas to remind us that we 

are loved and capable of loving in return. Nothing 

can separate us from the love of Christ or stop his 

love from shining within and among us. The 

darkness cannot overcome the light. COVID cannot 

overcome our joy. 

May the light of Christ’s love be with you and 

yours this Christmas and throughout the year  

to come.  

Merry Christmas 


