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What Does Being TOGETHER Mean To You? 

H 
ere it is! The moment we’ve all been waiting for! That momentous occasion when we can 

wrap our arms around our loved ones and give them that warmest hug ever! That precious 

reunion when we can hold a hand and look at pictures TOGETHER to get caught up on 

the last year’s events! Yes! Hope continues to be alive and well at Castle Ridge! The 

TOGETHERNESS proves it!  What does being TOGETHER mean to you?  

For Lucille and her family from California, being 

together is a serendipitously timed trip to MN!  After 

acknowledging that postcards were not enough, Lucille 

was asked how she felt about being reunited with 

family. She beautifully replied, “I feel FAMILY!” Her 

son-in-law, Joe, reflected on how comforting it is to be 

able to see, hear, and touch 

in person. Daughter, Joanne, 

sighed the most lovely string 

of thoughts and feelings to which most of us can relate:  

“Restorative…Relief…Important…Strengthening…Comforting… 

Special…Hope…LOVE! Being together is such a gift!  

It’s WONDERFUL!”  

Entertaining stories and joyous laughter filled the room during Carol’s 

family reunion! Her son exclaimed “It’s our first hug in over a year!” as 

Carol’s eyes beamed resplendently at her two handsome sons Lyndy and 

Paul. Being TOGETHER is being REUNITED! 

Hazel’s daughter-in-law was delighted to say, “It’s wonderful to 

get my hands warmed up by yours!” Son, Phil, concurred, “The 

best thing is the hugs and back rubs again! TOGETHERNESS is 

that personal touch!” And perhaps Hazel put it best when she 

concluded, “Being TOGETHER is just the neatest thing! More joy 

than I have words for!”  

Here’s to many more moments of being TOGETHER! 
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A Thoughtful Way to Say “I Care” 

   Tom’s  Tickles 

S howing people that you care about them is a special part of life. And sometimes finding the 

right gift to express your feelings can be difficult. Presbyterian Homes’ Tribute Giving 

program makes it easy for you. You will feel good and your honoree will feel special. 

Every tribute gift goes to support the mission of PHS to honor God by enriching the lives and 

touching the hearts of older adults. At this time of year, with Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, and 

Father’s Day approaching, you are invited to honor or remember someone special in your life. 

This is a time for us to  reflect on those who touch or have touched our hearts – a parent, 

grandparent, family member or a dear friend. 

To make a tribute gift In Memory Of or In Honor Of a special person in your life, please call the 

Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6105, 651-631-6416 or 651-631-6418. Or if you 

prefer to make your gift online, please visit preshomes.org and click on Make a Gift. 

As always, you may designate your gift to support greatest needs, 

employees, resident benevolence or spiritual care at your community. 

As always, we hope that you are well and looking forward to spring. 

May this time of year provide you ways to show gratitude for those who 

have touched your life.  

What did the big flower say to the  

little flower? 

        Hi, bud! 

Why did the kid throw his clock out  

the window? 

  He wanted to see time fly! 

Why are fish so smart? 

 Because they live in schools! 

Why did the pony get sent to his room? 

 He wouldn’t stop horsing around! 

What did the fisherman say to the magician? 

 Pick a cod, any cod! 

Reserve Your Visit 
Visit the Castle Ridge website: 

 
https://www.preshomes.org/our-

communities/castle-
ridge/schedule-a-resident-visit 

 
In-person and virtual visits  

are available. 



Family Council - Open Meeting 
Family Council is meeting virtually! The meting will be held via conference 

line on Thursday, April 15 at 6:00 pm. Please RSVP to Molly Pahl at 

mpahl@preshomes.org if you would like to participate.   

Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 952-942-2100 

“Good Friday – Jesus' Mission” 
"Easter – God's Mission” 

J esus tells his disciples three times each in the first three gospels what his 
mission is, and within that statement, we also see God’s mission:  

Jesus began to explain to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and 
suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and be raised the third day (Matthew 16:21; also Mark 8:31 and 
Luke 9:22).  

Now while they were staying in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of 
Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him, and the third day He 
will be raised up” (Matthew 17:22-23; also Mark 9:31 and Luke 9:44).  

“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests 
and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death, and deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock 
and to scourge and to crucify. And the third day He will rise again” (Matthew 20:17-19; also 
Mark 10:33-34 and Luke 18:31-33).  

Jesus explicitly tells the disciples that his mission is to go to Jerusalem, to suffer/be betrayed, to die and 
to be raised from the dead.  Each of the four infinitive “to” clauses is directed by the Greek verb, 
“dei,” (it is necessary, must), which points to the will of God. We know that Jesus follows the will of 
the Father, for Jesus states in John 8:28, “I do nothing on my own authority but speak thus as the Father 
taught me.” And also, when Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, he said, “My Father, if it is 
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will” (Matthew 26:39).  

 The ultimate statement by Jesus explaining God’s overall mission is John 3:16, “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life.” And eternal life is affected by Jesus being raised from the dead, which only the Father  
can accomplish. 

As we have just journeyed through passion week, let us reflect back on the two who gave us these 
glorious gifts of faith and eternal life, God the Father and His only begotten Son, our Savior,  
Jesus Christ. 
 

May You Be Blessed with Peace, Hope and Faith, 
Pastor Bob 

“Blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD.” (Prov. 16:20b) 
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Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Volunteers offer God’s grace in various forms 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,  

faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. ~ 1 Peter 4:10 

H appy National Volunteer Month! While we 

may not see large celebrations until later this 

fall; we can’t let this moment pass without sharing 

our gratitude. Thank you to all our volunteers for 

your steadfast dedication to our ministry and the 

people it has touched over the past year.  

We have all had to reimagine our lives, what we can 

give of ourselves and how we can continue to share 

our gifts with others. Some of you began visiting 

via phone with other residents, volunteers, or 

college students. Many of you sent cards or wrote 

letters; sewed masks and gowns or knitted prayer 

squares. Some helped with clerical opportunities so 

that staff could focus on offering more activities for 

small groups or one on one and ensuring that 

residents could continue to connect with their 

family members. No matter how you spent the last 

12 months, if it included volunteering, we 

appreciate you.  

As we begin to reintroduce volunteer roles into our 

PHS communities, we urge you to speak to the 

Volunteer Director at your PHS community about 

ways to share your time and talents. Please keep in 

mind that volunteering will indeed look different as 

we move forward. We thank you for your grace as 

we continue to learn how to navigate this  

new reality.  

One thing is true and unchanging; volunteers make 

the world a brighter place. And the past year has 

been a testament to this truth, our communities are 

brighter with volunteers in them.  

Thank you, 

Samantha Sleeman,  

PHS Volunteer Services Director 

Jess Drecktrah 

Vice President, Life Enrichment 


