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We Have So Much To Be Thankful For 

I t’s hard to believe the holiday season is upon us! As we approach a tender, “socially distant” 
Thanksgiving, Helen Keller reminds us, “The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be 
seen or even touched — they must be felt with the heart.” Several Castle residents had the 

opportunity to share what they’re most thankful for in their hearts: 
 
Pat expresses her thankfulness for all her children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren every day! She delights in the thoughtful goodies they bring her 
and their love that is shared by phone. She’s very thankful to be back in her own 
room with her favorite roommate. She rejoices that she is strong and recovering 
from COVID! And she’s wholeheartedly thankful for being surrounded by 
people who love her, especially Sam who’s always helping her and there when 
she needs him! 
 

Nancy shares, “My greatest thanks is for my wonderful family and that I’ve lived 
long enough to know my grandchildren and great-grandchildren! I appreciate God 
more. When I was younger I was involved in the church; then I fell away for a bit.  
Now my faith is growing, and it gives me so much joy and thankfulness! I pray all 
my children grow to love the Lord as I have. This virus has allowed more time to 
pray for all of my family and all of those who help take care of me! I’m so thankful 
for the care here and so proud of the people who work here! Without them, where 
would we be? They are also risking getting their family sick.  
I pray for them and am so thankful for them!” 

 
Flo shares that she’s thankful for a lot of things: “That I have a good family and a 
lot of nice, good friends. That I’m healthy even with COVID. That I’m here at 
Castle Ridge where they’re all very good to me. And that God is good ALL THE 
TIME!” 

Family Council - Open Meeting 
Family Council is being offered virtually in November! It will be held via conference 
line on Thursday, November 19 at 6:00 pm. Please RSVP to Angie Nyamburi at 
anyamburi@preshomes.org if you would like to participate.   
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Flagstone Update 

Ruth’s Poetry Corner 
“Good Day” 

You know you will have a good day 
When you dance your troubles away 

Give a kiss 
You’ll never miss 

Nothing can go wrong 
When you sing a song 

Give a hug 
As tight as a lug 

Make the blues go away 
And NOT come another day 

~RVD 

Thank You  
For Your Service! 

S o much progress is happening in our backyard! Here’s a quick glimpse at what the Flagstone 
Office has been up to! 
The largest units were reserved within just two weeks of marketing Flagstone. 
The most desirable location is the 5th floor on the end facing Purgatory Creek. 
Of the first 17 reservations, the age range is from mid-60s to 88 years. 
Of 148 Senior Apartments, 43 are reserved. 
Reservations for assisted living and memory care apartments 6 months prior (March 2021). 



Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 952-942-2100 

He Gives Strength to the Weary 
Isaiah 40:29-31 

 

“W hen will this end!” “Will this ever end!” “How much longer do I have to live like this!” Calls of 
weariness and frustration — many of which I have heard and have spoken — crescendo as summer 

gives way to autumn and this virus persists.  

Yet listen to the words the Lord spoke through the prophet Isaiah: 

He gives strength to the weary, 
        And to him who lacks might He increases power. 
Though youths grow weary and tired, 
        And vigorous young men stumble badly, 
Yet those who wait for the Lord 
        Will gain new strength; 
        They will mount up with wings like eagles, 
        They will run and not get tired, 
        They will walk and not become weary.  — Isaiah 40:29-31 

 
“He gives strength to the weary... those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength.” To wait is to have 
patience. And to have patience is to accept the present — to be with the Lord in the present. Although all who 
believe are assured of an infinite future, on this side of heaven, the present is what we have and where we find 
our Lord. 

In our weariness, as we sit in the moment, in patience, waiting for the Lord, we are assured of gaining  
new strength: 

Strength allowing us to glide the currents of the winds; to soar over our weariness to a time of new 
beginnings in lands of old. 
Strength like that of Forest Gump, allowing us to run from coast to coast and back without getting tired. 
Strength like that of one who leaps up, walks the 500-mile Way of St. James through the mountains of   
     northern Spain, turns around and hikes back to where he began — no weariness abiding in his bones. 
Strength to thank God for the many blessings He pours upon us this day and hope for tomorrow. 

May you be granted strength and peace, 
Pastor Bob 

“Blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD.” — Prov. 16:20b 

CASTLE RIDGE OUTLOOK 

Chaplain’s Corner 
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Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 
nonprofit organization and an equal 
opportunity employer serving older 
adults through community services, 
housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 
ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Showing Love for One Another: Presbyterian Homes Foundation 

G enerosity knows no season, but November and 
December are historically the months that many 

people are most likely to give to favorite charities. 
Now is an ideal time to review your philanthropic 
goals for this year and beyond. Some choose to tie 
their goals to expressions of thanks for the blessings 
in their lives.  

If you are so inclined, please know that your 
charitable support of PHS helps you, your neighbors 
and your community in very real ways. You may 
choose to direct your gift to a priority at the 
community of your choice such as greatest needs, 
employee appreciation or resident benevolence. 
During this especially challenging year, your gifts lift 
up your neighbors and employees and show your love. 
These giving reminders may be helpful to you as you 
plan your charitable giving. 

Complete your cash gifts by December 31 to enjoy 
tax savings for 2020. 

Gifts of stock, IRA qualified charitable 
distributions (QCD) and grants from donor 

advised funds are great gifts. They do take time to 
process – it is best to start your gifting process now. 
The company that you work with generally will not 
share your name with us and we are left to match a 
gift with a donor. Please let us know to watch for a 
gift from you. 

An IRA QCD is a withdrawal from your IRA that is 
sent directly to a charity. Using a QCD will also 
satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD). 
For most, gifting a QCD will lower your tax liability. 
Ask your advisors if this would be a good gift option 
for you. 

If you plan to gift stock, an IRA QCD or a grant 
from a donor advised fund, please contact the 
Presbyterian Homes Foundation (numbers below) so 
that we can help track your gift and attribute it to you. 

For assistance with your year-end giving, please 
contact Janene Connelly at 651-631-6408 or Jill Kane 
at 651-631-6418 or Camille Schafer at 651-631-6105. 

Blessings and thanks to you! 


