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Life Enrichment Office: Open Door Culture 

M erry Christmas, Croixdale friends! I have spent the past several months getting to know many of you 

and discovering what a special place Croixdale is. I feel blessed by all the warm welcomes.  

I want to thank those of you (residents, staff, family, and guests) who have taken the time to discuss your 

life enrichment ideas, opportunities, and inspirations with me. You have made many great suggestions for 

future opportunities (such as Bible studies, outings and card parties) and provided feedback on ways to 

improve current activities. We have a lot of great things on the calendar here at Croixdale and I am mindful 

that this is YOUR calendar and should reflect your interests and desires, so I have been adding several new 

items to the calendar. 

In October, we enjoyed getting to know each other better at the “Bring Yourself in a Bag” party, which had 

a great turn-out! I’ve been teaching “Cross Cribbage” to a handful of residents in the dining room. (If you 

enjoy Cribbage, you will LOVE Cross Cribbage!) We started scheduling a regular time to shoot pool in the 

Classroom and, in November, we took the bus to the Stillwater Escape Company for a fun outing filled 

with puzzles and history. We’ve been doing some baking and kitchen activities in The Arbor and plan to 

make that a regular activity. (Is there any interest for baking activities in The Terrace or Commons?) 

Another new event on the calendar is “Calendar Chat with Kelly.” I want to know more about the types of 

events, activities, and outings that get YOU excited. This is a chance to discuss your ideas. The goal is to 

give you a forum to provide feedback, do some group brainstorming, maybe even some event planning, and 

of course, we’ll share some delicious treats.  

Everyone at Croixdale is welcome to share their thoughts and ideas with me. Feel free to 

call me or visit me in my office. My proverbial door is always open! 

Sincerely, 

Kelly Bodensteiner 

Life Enrichment Director 

Fall Bazaar  

Thank you to everyone who helped to make our bazaar a huge success!  
We raised $1,400.00 for the Croixdale Life Enrichment Program! 
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On the Move 

New Croixdale Residents 

Kermit & Lynn Johnson 

Commons 325 

Mary Jirik & Howie Eckstrom 

Commons 34 

Friends Who Have Passed Away          

Marjorie Johnson 

Commons 339 

I t is the season of the often-dreaded snow 

and ice, so we want to pass along some 

friendly reminders! 

The snowplowing service comes after we  

have received 2” or more of snow. The 

plowing service clears the entire parking lot 

and driveway areas. In the evenings and on 

weekends, they also shovel and salt  

the walkways.  

For everyone's convenience, we put big 

sidewalk salt shakers at each exterior entrance 

and encourage anyone, including employees, 

residents, families and other guests, to use 

them as necessary. If the shakers are found to 

be low on salt supply, let us know at the 

receptionist desk in the Town Center so that 

we can refill the shaker.  

There are times when staying home is  the best 

and safest idea—when snow is blowing and 

surfaces are icy.   

~ Mark Marty, Environmental Services 

Winter Conditions Reminders  

Y ou may have noticed that rates for the 

Beauty Salon were not listed in our 

updated hospitality rate sheet this year. You 

can find rates posted in the salon, which we 

removed from our annual rate sheet because 

those charges are determined by our 

wonderful beautician and may sometimes 

change during the year.   

We are grateful for Jane’s service and we 

know how much you appreciate having | 

these services available here in our 

community, especially as we anticipate  

colder days ahead!  

Salon Changes 

“My idea of Christmas, whether old fashioned  

or modern, is very simple: loving others.”  

~Bob Hope 
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Three Ingredient Peanut Butter Fudge Recipe 

Ingredients 

• 3 cups of white vanilla baking chips 

• 1 can (14.5 oz) sweetened condensed milk  
(not evaporated) 

• ½ cup of peanut butter (not natural) 

 

Directions 

Mix all 3 ingredients together in a large 
microwaveable bowl 

Microwave on high for 1 minute increments, 
stirring well between each, until melted and smooth. 
This may take several minutes. 

Spread immediately into 8 inch pan that is lined 
with foil and cooking spray. 

Let stand for at least 2 hours before cutting. 
Refrigerate to cool more quickly. 

Enjoy! 

Welcome to our New Receptionist 

W e are excited to announce that we have a new Administrative Receptionist starting with 

us on Monday, December 2, 2019.  Paige Weaver, has accepted the position as our 

Administrative Receptionist.  

You may recognize her from her good work work every other weekend in the Dining Room. 

Paige has worked at Croixdale since June, 2012.  She graduated from Hamline University with 

a Paralegal and Psychology degree. Paige is excited to start working Full time at Croixdale and 

is eager to continue serving older adults in another capacity.   

Please welcome Paige to her new role and introduce yourself if you haven't met her yet.  

Paige will be working Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-4:00 pm.  
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 Reservations are required and can be 

made with the kitchen by calling 

(651)275-4841 or *4841 from your 

apartment. Please call by December 16. 

 The cost is $15.00 per Adult. | 

$7.00 for children 5-13.  

 

For Questions please call the kitchen. 

Starters: 
Garden Salad 

Mandarin Orange Salad 

 

Buffet: 
Roast Beef 

Glazed Ham 

Sweet Potato 

Stuffing & Gravy 

Corn Bake  

Dinner Roll 

 

Dessert: 
Pumpkin Pie Cheesecake 

Chocolate Mint Pie  

Assorted Cookies 

Christmas Dinner Buffet 

Thursday, December 19 

11:30 am -1:00 pm 

Commons & Terrace Dining Rooms 

Your Great Gifts 

W e thank you! Financial gifts to your PHS 
community are a blessing to your neighbors 

and employees – and even to you. Sharing gifts with 
loved ones is top-of-mind this month for many of us. 
We wanted to offer you a moment to reflect about 
what is on your heart during this season of sharing joy 
with loved ones and neighbors.  

Perhaps you feel called to make a financial gift to 
your PHS community. The Presbyterian Homes 
Foundation is ready to assist you. Here are a few 
important points to keep in mind:  

All gifts make a difference. If a gift is meaningful to 
you, it is meaningful to your PHS community. Please 
know that if you direct your charitable donation to 
your community, that 100% of your donation goes to 
your community. 

Giving from the heart pleases you, the giver. You 
know that your gift will make a positive difference 
within your PHS community. You know that your gift 
will help those close to you – a neighbor or an 
employee. Giving provides donors a sense of purpose 
and satisfaction. 

For your planning: 
Donors may give to a priority that touches their heart. 
To support residents, there are funds at your 
community for greatest needs, resident benevolence 
and spiritual life programming. All PHS communities 
have an employee education assistance fund to 
support qualified employees with scholarships to 
complete certifications or degrees. All gifts are 
welcomed and important. 

Note: Some gifts take more time to complete. If your 
year-end giving plans include gifting stock or a 
qualified charitable distribution from your IRA, please 
know that these gifts take time for brokers or advisors 
to process. If you need assistance, please call the 
Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6408 or 
651-631-6418. 

Thank you for all you do to make your PHS 
community great. Giving from your heart brings you 
joy – thank you for sharing your joy with others. May 
your Christmas season be filled with much love!  
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December Events  

 Worship Service with Pastor Martin 
 Sunday, December 1, 1:45 pm ~ Chapel 

 Visit From Therapy Dog Emmy 
 Friday, December 6, 9:30 pm ~ Arbor  

 Visit From Therapy Dog Emmy 

 Friday, December 6, 10:00 pm ~ Town Center 

 Holiday Music by “Accent” 
 Saturday, December 7, 2:00 pm ~ Town Center 

 Worship Service with Pastor Larson 
 Sunday, December 8, 1:45 pm ~ Chapel 

 Holiday Lights Bus Outing 
 Monday, December 9, 6:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

~ Town Center 

 Blood Drive for Croixdale 
 Tuesday, December 10, 10:00 am -3:00 pm 
 ~ Hobby Center 

 Celebrate All December Birthdays 
 Entertainment by: Jerry Germain 
 Tuesday, December 10, 2:15 pm 
 ~ Terrace Dining Room 

 Mending For Memories  
 Wednesday, December 13, 1:00-3:00 pm 
 ~ Hobby Center 

 Outing to Boutwells “Holiday” Train Room, 
Wednesday, December 13, 1:00-3:00 pm 
~ Town Center  

 Andersen Elementary School Carolers 
      Monday, December 16, 10:00 am 

~ Community Room  

 Resident Tea 
      Tuesday, December 17, 2:30 pm 

~ Terrace Dining Room  

 St. Croix Sacred Ensemble Carolers 
      Tuesday, December 17, 6:30 pm 

~ Terrace Dining Room  

 Outing to JCPenney 
 Wednesday, December 18 ~ Town Center  

 Memorial Lutheran & Bethlehem Carolers 
      Wednesday, December 18, 6:00 pm 

~ Community Room 

 Christmas Buffet 
 Thursday, December 19, 11:30 am-1:00 pm 

~ Terrace Dining Room  

Schedules are subject to change.  
Please check the bulletin boards and  

in-house TV station #991 for changes.  

D ecorating your apartment for the holidays is encouraged if you would like to do so, however we 
have a few reminders for you:  

 For safety reasons, the use of any natural green trees, garland or wreaths is prohibited inside 
individual apartments and in any common areas of Croixdale   

 Only U.L.-approved Christmas tree lighting in good condition may be used  

 Flame-resistant artificial trees and greenery are permitted   

 No decorating on the hand rails  

 Throw rugs are always discouraged  

 Decorating must be limited to your front door and/or inside your apartment  

 All holiday decorations should be removed from public viewing areas,  
including your front door and deck railings, by February 1 

Holiday Decorating 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Croixdale 
750 Highway 95 North 
Bayport, MN 55003 

Christmas: Good News, Great Joy! 

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’” ~ Luke 2:15 

I t is a wonder that the first announcement of 

Christ on earth came to shepherds – simple 

workers of the field, looked down upon by 

society. They lived with the sheep they cared for, 

and the demands were never ending.  Yet it was 

they who were first invited to see the newborn 

Lamb of God!  

As we consider the shepherds rising up from their 

work to find Mary, Joseph and the Christ child, 

we can place ourselves alongside them by 

reflecting on where we might find Jesus in our 

midst.  

At Presbyterian Homes & Services, our mission 

over the last 64 years has remained: To honor 

God by enriching the lives and touching the 

hearts of older adults. As we celebrate another 

year together in ministry, we have been blessed 

by the residents, families, employees, volunteers, 

donors and friends who make up Presbyterian 

Homes & Services. When we rise up in the 

presence of the aged and dedicate ourselves to 

service for and with them, we are rising up to see 

Jesus as well.  

In the year ahead, may we, like the shepherds, rise 

up to see Jesus and tell others the wonderful 

things that God is making happen in our midst. 

God bless you and may the love of Christ be with 

you and yours this Christmas and throughout the 

year ahead. 

Merry Christmas 

Postmaster: address correction requested 

651-275-4800 

www.croixdale.org 


