
C�������	 
June 2022 

Croixdale Connection 

Upper Decades Beatitudes 

B 

lessed are those who REFUSE TO LIVE IN THE PAST, as though everything of significance had 

happened and the book of creative living was forever closed. 

Blessed are those who LOOK TO THE FUTURE with optimism, face it with courage, go forward with  

creative determination. 

Blessed are those who begin each day with hope, continue each day with optimism, and finish each day with 

TRUST IN THEIR HEAVENLY FATHER. 

Blessed are those who LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE OF LIFE, who make stepping stones out of  stumbling 

blocks and refuse to let defeat become final. 

Blessed are those who begin each day with a fresh start, a new viewpoint and a strong and vital FAITH IN 

GOD. 

Blessed are those who continue to GROW IN CHRISTIAN LIFE, who remember the words of Isaiah: “they 

that wait on the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and not 

be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” 

Blessed are those who REJECT THE WORD ‘IMPOSSIBLE’, remembering the so-called impossible is often 

only the untried or the un-attempted in life. 

Blessed are those who SPREAD GLADNESS INSTEAD OF SADNESS, who speak words of optimism        

instead of  pessimism, who light candles of hope instead of torches of despair. 

Blessed are you when you rise above the handicap of age, the limitation of time and place and circumstances 

and FACE THE FUTURE UNAFRAID AND UNDETERRED. 

           - Dr. Irving A. West 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

∗ Window washing will take place early this summer. 

∗ Furnace filters & smoke detector batteries will be replaced at the end of June. 

Please watch TV 992 for specific dates and times. We will also place a reminder on doors 

before these events take place! 



Join us on Thursdays from 1:30 to 3:00 pm in the Café for our weekly Ice Cream Social! 

1st  Monarch Butterfly Season begins – stop by the Sun Room often 

7th  Bayport Library 10:30 am, Town Center 

9th  Bus Outing to Boutwells Landing for Trishaw Rides – Sign up 

10th  Croixdale Spelling Bee 1:30 pm, Community Room – Sign up or Simply watch 

14th  Monthly Birthday Party with Live Music by Beachcomber Bob 1:45 pm, 

 Grand View Dining  Room 

16th  Pontoon Boat Outings 9:30 – 1:00 pm and 11:30 am – 3:00 pm – Sign up 

22nd  Croixdale Summerfest – 1:00 pm, Town Center and Outdoors – Families and Friends welcome 

28th  Books and Benches with the Bayport Library and Phipps 10:30 am, Out Front 

29th  Croixdale Picnic with Live Music 11:30 am -1:00 pm , Out Back –  

 All lunches served outdoors today 

30th  Bus Outing to the new Washington County Heritage Center in Stillwater – Sign up 

CROIXDALE CONNECTION 

page 2        750 Highway 95 N. Bayport, MN 55003  

RESIDENT SPOTLIGHT  

T 

his month’s spotlight is on Margaret “Mitzi” Scheel, who has always lived around Stillwater. Mitzi 
and her six siblings grew up on a farm outside of town where her father raised all their food 

including chickens, geese, ducks, pigs and cows. She enjoyed spending time with her siblings, sledding 
in the winter and exploring the hills in the summer. 

Mitzi knew her husband, Stan, when she was growing up. When he returned from the service, they 
married, bought land outside of Stillwater and built a home in 1950. Both Stan and Mitzi worked for 
Andersen Windows until they started raising a family, at which time Mitzi left to raise her daughter and 
three sons.  

When her children because more independent, Mitzi started her own business called Mitzi’s Catering. 
Everything was homemade and she catered for many weddings, graduations, birthdays and other 
events. Oddly enough, Mitzi was allergic to the dust from sifting flour, so her husband set up an area 
where he could sift all the flour for her to use. Talk about teamwork! 

The family used to go up north for a week each summer and rent a cabin where they enjoyed fishing 
and swimming. Mitzi loved to dance, but Stan didn’t know how. She finally talked him into taking 
lessons with a group of friends. After the lessons they would go back to their house to practice. Mitzi 
also enjoyed playing cards, especially 500. 

Since moving to Croixdale, you can often find Mitzi enjoying the view by the pond. She loves 
watching the ducks, geese and their babies. She has many visitors and always enjoys a good 
conversation. 

Mitzi is truly a blessing to our community here at Croixdale. 
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ON THE MOVE 
New Croixdale Residents 

Terrace   

Emily Silkwood     Apt 204 

 Arbor 

Marjorie Firle     Apt 125 

Floy Dahl       Apt 121 

 Commons 

Dorothy Spoors      Apt 339 

OPTAGE HOSPICE GRIEF GROUPS 
(Over Zoom) 

 

Caregiver Connections: 
Second Wednesday, monthly 7-8 PM 

• Spiritual Experiences at End of Life 

 Wednesday, June 8 | 7-8 PM 

In this session we’ll explore some of the unique 

experiences that can occur at end of life. Come 

with your stories, your questions and insights. 

Grief Support: 
Third Wednesday, monthly 7-8 PM 

• Looking Back, Living Forward 

 Wednesday, June 15 | 7-8 PM  

In grief, we may retrace our steps, wondering what  

we might have done differently. Join us as we  

discuss the process of making peace with the past  

and finding a way forward. 

 

Contact Jenny Schroedel at 651-341-7105 or 

email jschroedel@preshomes.org for Zoom 

links to any  group you would like to attend. 

STAFF ANNIVERSARIES 

Morgan Brown—Clinical Direct Care - 3 years 

Terri Springsteen—CSS  - 19 years 

Melissa Simonet—Life Enrichment - 23 years 

Taylor Hornback—Resident Assistant - 3 years 

Annika Zehm—Culinary Services -  2 years 

Mona Borich—Housekeeping - 29 years 

Melissa Rabanus—Culinary Services - 9 years 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE    Monday, May 30,  8:30 am 

We will have lawn chairs set up at 7th Avenue N and 5th Street N for your viewing pleasure! 

 

 CROIXDALE’S SUMMERFEST      Wednesday, June 22, 1:00-3:00 pm 

Croixdale Residents & Families, please join us for 

Stillwater Trolley Rides, Musical Entertainment, Classic Car Show, 

Caricature Artist, Bingo Tent and Tasty Foods & Beverages! 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Croixdale 

750 Highway 95 North 

Bayport, MN 55003 

Postmaster: address correction requested 

651-275-4800 

www.croixdale.org 

Happy Anniversary Presbyterian Homes & Services! 

S 

ixty-seven years ago, Margaret Paden, widow of a 
Presbyterian minister, stepped across the threshold as 

the first resident of the new Presbyterian Home in Arden 
Hills, Minnesota. June 15, 1955, marked the beginning of a 
ministry that has grown from one community serving 30 
people to more than 60 communities in Minnesota, 
Wisconsin and Iowa. Today, over 26,000 older adults are 
served under our roofs, and through Optage, the home and 
community services. In addition, 15,000 older adults 
receive health services through Genevive, the largest 
geriatric primary care practice in Minnesota, co-owned by 
Presbyterian Homes & Services (PHS). 

We mark this 66th anniversary by remembering our 
founders whose vision set the foundations upon which the 
mission of PHS has been built.  

In 1946, Dr. Irving Adam West, pastor of House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church in St. Paul, MN, urged the 
Presbyterian Church Synod of Minnesota to begin this 
ministry. That same year, the Synod appointed Dr. Edwin 
Kagin, professor of religion at Macalester College in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, to lead a study committee to address the 
needs of older adults, particularly retiring ministers, 
missionaries and their spouses. In 1947 the committee 
recommended and the Synod approved establishing a 

Presbyterian home. Dr. Kagin served as its first chair and 
president of the board. Dr. West followed Dr. Kagin as 
president of the board in 1952. During his 32 years on the 
board, The Presbyterian Home broke ground, opened and 
completed six expansions. 

Lillias Joy, a member and Sunday school teacher at House 
of Hope Presbyterian Church, gave 20 acres of lakeshore 
property in 1952, in memory of her brother, Charles. The 
land, which overlooked Lake Johanna in Arden Hills, 
Minnesota, is the site of the first Presbyterian Home, now 
named Johanna Shores.   

What they began has endured through the employees, 
volunteers, donors and collaborative partners who have 
carried PHS forward. We also remember the many women 
and men who, over the years, have called a PHS 
community their home. They and their families remind us 
that our mission continues with purpose and meaning.  

As we venture into our 68th year of ministry to older adults, 
we dedicate ourselves, once again, to the PHS mission to 
honor God by enriching the lives and touching the hearts of 
older adults.  


