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The First Macy’s Day Parade 

A 
s the United States prospered during the Roaring Twenties, so did New York City’s iconic 
department store—Macy’s. Macy’s flagship store in Manhattan’s Herald Square did such a 
brisk business that it expanded in 1924 to cover an entire city block stretching from 

Broadway to Seventh Avenue along 34th Street. To showcase the opening of the “World’s Largest 
Store” at the start of the busy holiday shopping season, Macy’s decided to throw New York a 
parade on Thanksgiving morning. The parade was not actually about Thanksgiving at all but the 
next major holiday on the calendar—Christmas. Macy’s hoped its “Christmas Parade” would whet 
the appetites of consumers for a holiday shopping feast.  

At 9 a.m. on November 27, 1924, Macy’s gave the 
children of New York a particularly special Thanksgiving 
treat as a police escort led the start of the parade from the 
intersection of 145th Street and Convent Avenue. Macy’s 
had promised parade-goers “a marathon of mirth” in its 
full-page newspaper advertisements. While the parade 
route may not have extended over 26 miles, its 6 -mile 
length certainly made for a long hike for those marching 
from Harlem to Herald Square. The spectators who stood 
four and five people deep, however, could watch it all in 
just a matter of minutes since the modest street pageant 
stretched the length of only two city blocks.  

To match the nursery-rhyme theme in Macy’s Christmas 
window display in 1924, floats featured Mother Goose 
favorites such as the Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe, Little Miss Muffet and Little Red Riding 

Hood. Macy’s employees dressed as clowns, cowboys 
and sword-wielding knights. A menagerie of animals on 
loan from the Central Park Zoo—including bears, 
elephants, camels and monkeys—offered a circus-like 
atmosphere as four bands provided the soundtrack to the 
festive march. Bringing up the rear of the parade was a 
float bearing the guest of honor—Santa Claus—sitting 
in his reindeer-driven sleigh on top of a mountain of 
ice.  While the route has been scaled back to a length of 
two-and-a-half miles, the size of the parade itself has 
blossomed with dozens of balloons, marching bands, 
celebrities and cheerleaders. Although it is now called 
the “Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade,” Santa Claus 
remains the show-stopper, and his arrival in Herald 
Square still heralds in the Christmas season in  
New York. 

Source: https://www.history.com/news/the-first-macys-thanksgiving-day-parade  

https://www.history.com/news/the-first-macys-thanksgiving-day-parade
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w e continue considering ten rules that grow out 
of the Hebrew people’s experience as they left 

Egypt and had to cross the Red Sea. These thoughts 
are drawn from the book “The Red Sea Rules:  Ten 
God-given strategies for difficult times” by Robert J. 
Morgan. I pray they will help us navigate our current 
difficult times. 

RED SEA RULE #4: “PRAY” 
“When Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lifted 
their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians marched after 
them. So, they were very afraid, and the children of 
Israel cried out to the Lord” (Exodus 14:10). 

Some situations offer us just two options: we can 
either panic or pray. Our tendency may be to panic, 
like the Israelites by the Red Sea or the disciples on 
the Sea of Galilee. But the Lord would have us choose 
prayer, to stay even-tempered, self-possessed, cool-
headed, and strong spirited, even in crises.  

When we can’t press forward, move sideward or step 
backward, it’s time to look upward and ask God to 
make a way for us. In a time of uncertainty, Jacob 
said, “Let us arise and go up to Bethel; and I will make 
an altar there to God who answered me in the day of 
my distress and has been with me in the way which I 
have gone” (Genesis 35:3). 

The urgency of their prayer was obvious, evidenced by 
the verb “cried.”  

Here is a prayer technique from the writings of 
missionary Amy Carmichael. She learned it from the 
famous Bible teacher Dr. F. B. Meyer, who once told 
her that as a young man he had been irritable and hot-
tempered. An older gentlemen advised him say at the 
moment of temptation, “They sweetness Lord.” 

Amy Carmichael developed variations of that prayer. 
When meeting someone she didn’t like, she would 
silently pray, “The love, Lord.” In a crisis, she’d 
whisper, “They help Lord,” or “They wisdom, Lord.” 

Sometimes when worry is upon us, try lifting your 
heart up to heaven and saying, “Lord …” filling in the 
concern that is on your mind. Listen to God’s word on 
this subject: “The earnest prayer of a righteous person 
has great power and produces wonderful 
results” (NLT, James 5:16).  

That is the great secret of those who put their hands in 
the hand of the One who can part the seas. 

In His service, Dr. Bob Corey, Campus Pastor 

The Red Sea Rules 

Fun Facts about “I Love Lucy” 

It was one of the first shows filmed in Hollywood: 

Before then, most shows were taped live in New York 

City, but since Desi and Lucy Arnaz didn't want to 

move away from their Los Angeles home, the set was 

in California. It was also the first show to use three 

different cameras, which was revolutionary at the time.  

The heart in the opening credits  

wasn't what originally aired:  

It only became the iconic opening once CBS started 

rerunning the series in 1959. Before then, the opening 

and closing credits featured clay figures of Ball and 

Arnaz with sponsored products from companies like 

Phillip Morris Cigarettes, 

Procter & Gamble, and Lilt 

Home Permanent.  

Arnaz wore lifts in  

his shoes to make him  

look taller:  

He listed his official height 

as 5'11", but he was 

really 5'9" and can credit  

his two inch boost to his 

special shoes.  

http://mentalfloss.com/article/71122/20-fun-facts-about-i-love-lucy
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 Mary Holmay   11/4 

 Mildred Ice   11/4 

 Issac Van Someren   11/6 

 Gretchen Hartwig  11/7 

 David Dorsey   11/9 

 James Huber   11/12 

 Robert Wells   11/12 

 Bob Olson   11/14 

 Gretchen Sell   11/14 

 Mitzi Pickard   11/21 

 Mildred Prill   11/23 

 Nancy Kelly   11/24 

 Karen Farrington  11/26 

 Joan Mickelson  11/28 

 Robert Grausam  11/29 

 

The November Birthday Party is  

Wednesday, November 6 at 3 p.m.  

M emory loss that disrupts daily life may be a 
symptom of Alzheimer's disease 

or other dementia. Alzheimer's is a brain disease that 
causes a slow decline in memory, thinking and 
reasoning skills. One of the most common signs of 
Alzheimer’s, especially in the early stage, is forgetting 
recently learned information. Others include 
forgetting important dates or events, asking the same 
questions over and over and an increasing need to rely 
on memory aids or family members for things they 
used to handle on their own.  

Some people living with dementia may experience 
changes in their ability to develop and follow a plan or 
work with numbers. They may have trouble following 
a familiar recipe or keeping track of monthly bills. 
They may have difficulty concentrating and take much 
longer to do things than they did before.  

People with Alzheimer's often find it hard to complete 
daily tasks. Sometimes they may have trouble driving 
to a familiar location, organizing a grocery list or 
remembering the rules of a favorite game. Also, 
individuals living with Alzheimer's can lose track of 
dates, seasons and the passage of time. They may have 
trouble understanding something if it is not happening 
immediately. Sometimes they may forget where they 
are or how they got there.  

People living with Alzheimer's may have trouble 
following or joining a conversation. They may stop in 
the middle of a conversation and have no idea how to 
continue or they may repeat themselves. They may 
struggle with vocabulary, have trouble naming a 
familiar object or use the wrong name. As a result, he 
or she may withdraw from hobbies, social activities or 
other engagements.  

If you notice one or more signs in yourself or another 
person, it can be difficult to know what to do. It’s 
natural to feel uncertain or nervous about discussing 
these changes with others. Voicing worries about your 
own health might make them seem more 
“real.” Or, you may fear upsetting someone by sharing 
observations about changes in his or her abilities or 
behavior. However, these are significant health 
concerns that should be evaluated by a doctor, and it’s 
important to take action to figure out what’s going on.  

Source: Alzheimer’s Association  

-Lisa Teske, Fitness Director  

Shining Stars! 

T he Shining Star Program is a year-round  

opportunity for you and your family members to 

express your appreciation to employees that make a 

difference in your life. We are honored to have the 

privilege of serving YOU! If you would like to 

recognize a “Shining Star,” brochures are available at 

the Town Center Reception Desk. 

Alzheimer’s Awareness  



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Founders Ridge 
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Bloomington, MN 55438 

952-946-2000 
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Showing Love for One Another: Presbyterian Homes Foundation 

G enerosity knows no season, but November and 
December are historically the months that many 

people are most likely to give to favorite charities. 
Now is an ideal time to review your philanthropic 
goals for this year and beyond. Some choose to tie 
their goals to expressions of thanks for the blessings 
in their lives.  

If you are so inclined, please know that your 
charitable support of PHS helps you, your neighbors 
and your community in very real ways. You may 
choose to direct your gift to a priority at the 
community of your choice such as greatest needs, 
employee appreciation or resident benevolence. 
During this especially challenging year, your gifts lift 
up your neighbors and employees and show your love. 
These giving reminders may be helpful to you as you 
plan your charitable giving. 

Complete your cash gifts by December 31 to enjoy 
tax savings for 2020. 

Gifts of stock, IRA qualified charitable 
distributions (QCD) and grants from donor 

advised funds are great gifts. They do take time to 
process—it is best to start your gifting process now. 
The company that you work with generally will not 
share your name with us and we are left to match a 
gift with a donor. Please let us know to watch for a 
gift from you. 

An IRA QCD is a withdrawal from your IRA that is 
sent directly to a charity. Using a QCD will also 
satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD). 
For most, gifting a QCD will lower your tax liability. 
Ask your advisors if this would be a good gift option 
for you. 

If you plan to gift stock, an IRA QCD or a grant 
from a donor advised fund, please contact the 
Presbyterian Homes Foundation (numbers below) so 
that we can help track your gift and attribute it to you. 

For assistance with your year-end giving, please 
contact Janene Connelly at 651-631-6408 or Jill Kane 
at 651-631-6418 or Camille Schafer at 651-631-6105. 

Blessings and thanks to you! 


