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The Story of Ginny Alfsen 

 

 

 

 

 

G 
inny Kiehl was born into a family of grain farmers in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains. The town 

of Curlew is near the Canadian border. She loved art and music. Her mother taught her piano playing 

starting at age 4. Now, at age 98, she still plays and sings.  

Ginny the artist, has always loved painting still life. Several of her paintings adorn her apartment walls, each 

with a special artistic touch. Her husband, Victor Alfsen, grew up in Norway, then in America the Princeton 

University Seminary educated and ordained him. He chose Curlew, Washington for his first pastorate because 

remote areas didn’t have the draw for new pastors. When he discovered Ginny the pianist, he said “That’s the 

girl for me!” They were married 69 years.  

Ginny and Victor had one son and three daughters. Their son Victor Jr. lives in Mississippi and has one son – 

Ginny’s only grandchild. Karen shares her mother’s love of music, and often visits to play piano duets with 

Ginny for Christian chapel services here at Founders Ridge. Daughter Amy met and married a Polish-

American and they live in a large beautiful home in Poland. Ginny has enjoyed visiting them three times. 

Daughter Christine and husband Max are recently retired after careers at the University of Washington.  

Ginny and her husband have served as missionaries in many countries around the world. In 1980, their 3 year 

mission in Kabul, Afghanistan was cut short when they were told to leave by the American Consolate because 

the Russians were approaching, and politically they did not accept Christians. They served for 3 years in 

Palmer, Alaska and he also pastored another congregation ½ hour drive away in Wasilla, sixty parishioners in 

the first church, and delivered sermons at 10:30 in Palmer and 2:30 in Wasilla churches each Sunday. Her 

favorite assignment was the one year spent in Singapore, China. She felt so safe there, because women could 

walk alone at night with no fear. She served as a school secretary and librarian with no previous experience in 

the Dewey Decimal System. They traveled to many cities and were amazed at the army of thousands of Xi’an 

clay warriors, all created as a protection for the emperor in his afterlife.  

In the 1980’s they lived in Bagabag, Manilla in the Philippines for 3 years. They had a very nice apartment, 

and the church was attended by mostly Americans. She loves living at Founders Ridge. She lives by these 

words: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and your 

neighbor as yourself” Matthew 22:37. She says you feel at peace when you are a Christian, and that you can 

feel the Holy Spirit in you and it keeps you young!          

By: Janet Brautigam 
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I 've had a particular lyric from "O Holy Night", in my 
head for a few weeks now.  It feels rather fitting, 

really, because I've definitely been “weary” recently. 
You know, one of those days where you just want it to 
hurry up and be over, so of course it seems to be 
crawling by. A bunch of things going on that, by 
themselves, normally wouldn't make you feel like you're 
being kicked in the stomach repeatedly, but together, 
just make you feel so...defeated. 

Yes, the song says the world is weary, but that's far from 
the point of it. The point is that the hope came (Jesus' 
birth, obviously), and that same world that had been 
weary? It rejoiced. 

Because I know who Jesus is and I know what he did 
for me so long ago, I always have something to rejoice 
about, even when it doesn't seem like it at first. 

Jesus came to give me light in the darkness of my 
family, so I could be their light. 

Jesus came to show me that I could be loved 
unconditionally, no matter how many times I mess up.  

Jesus came to heal my broken heart, over and over 
again.  

Jesus came to restore my broken family. 

Jesus came to destroy fear. 

Jesus came to give me rest in the middle of an 
exhausting weary world. 

The best part is that the excitement of the Savior's 
arrival didn't end when he came. We have just as much 
reason to rejoice now as the shepherds and wise men 
who went to visit him while he laid in a manger did. 
And the more I thought about it, the more I couldn't help 
but focus on all the ways I saw God's presence in my 
life today, despite how weary of it I felt. 

God’s intention was that everything should change, in 
the midst of being weary, to the hope of rejoicing!  

So, my prayer for you this Christmas is that you 
celebrate His coming and that it’s changed everything, 
particularly how you live life with Him today—always 
together and turn to him when you are weary and 
rejoice! 

This season of preparing for celebrating His coming, 
focus on the rejoicing. Jesus comes along side us where 
we are on this journey! Be surrounded in the brightness 
of this joy! 

- Pastor Brad 

O Holy Night 

Marshall Field's  

Christmas Windows 

T hey have been a tradition in Chicago for over one 
hundred years, and seemingly everyone has fond 

memories of going to see them. Mention the Christmas 
windows of Marshall Field's (now Macy's) to a 
Chicagoan, and you'll almost invariably recall them to 
their childhood: bundling up against the cold, traveling 
to State Street to brave the crowds and glimpse the 
magical, storytelling windows and holiday decorations 
of the iconic department store. Begun in 1897 as an 
elaborate toy display, the holiday windows eventually 
depicted a common theme, starting with "The Night 
Before Christmas," in 1944. Two years later, Uncle 
Mistletoe was introduced as a response to Montgomery 
Ward's Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, and he kept 
gaining family and friends over the years. The style of 
windows changed in 1991, when the Dayton Hudson 
Corporation (now Target) bought Field's, and again in 
2006, when Macy's bought the store. Revisit your 
favorite windows and learn about their history in this 
episode of Chicago Stories from 2000.  

By: Daniel Hautzinger  
Source: interactive.wttw.com 
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M ake sustainable holiday choices when you are 
shopping, traveling, sending cards, decorating, 

and choosing gifts. When you save energy and 
resources, you protect the environment and 
safeguard health both now and for the future.  

Are you one of those organized people who are 
already prepared for the coming winter holidays? Or 
do you still have plans to make and gifts to buy? 
Either way, why not take a second look at some of 
your usual holiday activities to see if you can make 
them more “sustainable?” 

Sustainability is the responsible use of environmental 
resources in the present so that future generations 
will have enough to meet their needs. This is a lofty 
goal; how can any one person make a difference in 
reaching it? You may not realize that you are already 
working toward sustainability if you reuse and 
recycle; compost; walk, take transit, or drive low-
emission vehicles; conserve water and electricity; 
join community clean-up efforts; or otherwise save 
resources. The more people who participate in these 
energy- and resource-saving activities, the greater 
effect they will have on our planet. And a sustainable 
planet will result in better health and longer lives for 
the people and animals that live on it. 

For many of us, our priority during the holidays is 
time spent with family and friends. But the holidays 
can also be a time when we spend too much and 
create too much waste. 

Why not choose a few ideas that will be easy for you 

to incorporate into your holiday celebration? Perhaps 

your family could buy food locally or in bulk, or use 

creative items for wrapping gifts. Maybe decorating 

could be done in more energy efficient ways or lights 

left on a timer. Not only will you contribute to 

sustainability and health, but chances are you will 

also simplify your life. And you may get more of 

what we all need at this time of year—time to enjoy 

family and friends and to focus on the joys of the 

season.            

 

-Lisa Teske, Fitness Director 
Source:Healthline 

Shining Stars! 

T he Shining Star Program is a year-round  

opportunity for you and your family members to 

express your appreciation to employees that make a 

difference in your life. We are honored to have the 

privilege of serving YOU! If you would like to 

recognize a “Shining Star,” brochures are available at 

the Town Center Reception Desk. 

Make Your Holidays Green 

Shining Stars of December:  

Duane Jones  

“Duane is a great person to work with, so willing, 

so helpful & does a great job!”  

Meri Meyer 

“Meri is so cheerful, pleasant, attentive and 

knows the needs and wants of the people in the 

dining room.” 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 
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Christmas: Good News, Great Joy! 

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’” ~ Luke 2:15 

I t is a wonder that the first announcement of 

Christ on earth came to shepherds—simple 

workers of the field, looked down upon by 

society. They lived with the sheep they cared for 

and the demands were never ending. Yet it was 

they who were first invited to see the newborn 

Lamb of God! 

As we consider the shepherds rising up from their 

work to find Mary, Joseph and the Christ child, we 

can place ourselves alongside them by reflecting 

on where we might find Jesus in our midst.  

At Presbyterian Homes & Services, our mission 

over the last 64 years has remained: To honor 

God by enriching the lives and touching the 

hearts of older adults. As we celebrate another 

year together in ministry, we have been blessed 

by the residents, families, employees, volunteers, 

donors and friends who make up Presbyterian 

Homes & Services. When we rise up in the 

presence of the aged and dedicate ourselves to 

service for and with them, we are rising up to see 

Jesus as well.  

In the year ahead, may we, like the shepherds, rise 

up to see Jesus and tell others the wonderful 

things that God is making happen in our midst. 

God bless you and may the love of Christ be with 

you and yours this Christmas and throughout the 

year ahead. 

Merry Christmas 

Postmaster: address correction requested 


