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MAY YOUR HOLIDAYS BE BRIGHT 

Look 

for the 

true meaning 

of the holidays. 

Don’t compare this  

year with times past. 

Set Priorities and realistic 

expectations, and keep them. 

Acknowledge your mixed feelings. 

Avoid large parties and noisy places. 

Spend time with friends who understand. 

Bring cheer through a phone call to someone 

who may be lonely, ill or just in need of a friend. 

Stop feeling guilty about things you cannot do this year. 

Ask for, and accept, help from family and friends who care. 

Take time to enjoy your favorite photo albums and scrapbooks. 

Find incidents and occurrences that can bring pleasure to you all. 

Keep your family celebrations simple, within the regular daily routine. 

Find ways to reach out to other families who know just how you may feel. 

Merry  

Christmas! 



3220 Lake Johanna Boulevard, Arden Hills, MN 55112                         www.johannashores.org 

JOHANNA SHORES SPOTLIGHT 

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY AWARD RECIPIENT 

T his past month, we celebrated Mary on her 40th anniversary of serving our community! She 

started at Johanna Shores during her junior year of high school. During Mary’s time with Johanna 

Shores, she has had a variety of different roles, starting as a Server, to an Administrative Assistant, and 

now the Assistant Nutrition and Culinary Director.  

Mary has the utmost compassion for residents and staff, and she is always going the extra mile to 

ensure residents and employees are taken 

care of. She always gives a helping hand, 

especially in the pot and pan room. She 

greets new team members with  

a big smile and welcoming energy, 

recognizing each individual and their 

importance from the start. We thank  

and celebrate her for all she has done and 

continues to do for our community!  

40 YEARS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 

E ach year, Presbyterian Homes and Services highlights 

individuals within our ministry who exemplify our values. 

This year, our very own Janell Repp received the CROSS 

Award for  living out the PHS value of Christian Ministry. Her 

kindness and tenderness toward residents has impacted the 

lives of those who live at Johanna Shores.   

Janell’s co-workers describe her as a strong advocate for the 

needs of those we serve. She overflows with positivity, 

compassion and ministry to older adults. Janell is the perfect 

example of living out our call to Christian Ministry. Another 

co-worker spoke of how Janell is deeply committed to working 

with older adults through prayer and devotion, and how her 

smile and encouragement of spiritual activities fill a room.  

We are so grateful for Janell and all she has done at Johanna 

Shores.  

We thank and honor her for her service and commitment to our  

Christian Ministry.  

Congratulations, Janell!  
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Y ear’s end often sparks reflection. This certainly was a year like few others. We continue to pray 

for your protection and peace of mind.  

Yet one thing remains the same – YOU are special to your PHS community! Your friends, neighbors 

and employees appreciate and care for you. The simple act of smiling is still noticed and felt even as 

we continue to don masks. Thank you for keeping your community close to your heart and in your 

prayers. 

We have received financial gifts from residents and their loved ones throughout the year. Donors tell 

us again and again that giving brings them hope. And hope reminds us there are still many blessings to 

count. 

This year has demonstrated – yet again – that all gifts make a difference. If a gift is personally 

meaningful to you, it is every bit as meaningful to your PHS community. Thank you! 

Points to remember: 

• If you direct your charitable donation to your community, 100% of your donation goes to your 

community. 

• To support residents, gifts to greatest needs, benevolence and spiritual life are welcomed. 

• Many want to show gratitude to employees. You may direct your gift to employee appreciation, 

employee education assistance or employee hardship.  

• Any gift may be made In Honor or In Memory of a loved one. 

A note about timing:  Some gifts take more time to complete. If your year-end giving plans include 

gifting stock or a qualified charitable distribution from your IRA, please know that these gifts take time 

for brokers or advisors to process. If you need assistance, please call the Presbyterian Homes 

Foundation at 651-631-6408 or 651-631-6418. 

Thank you for all you do to make your PHS community great. May your Christmas season be filled 

with much love!  

THIS REMAINS CONSTANT—YOU ARE SPECIAL TO PHS! 
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God’s light shines at Christmas and throughout the year 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. ~John 1:5 

H ow wonderful that Christmas comes in the 

darkness of winter. This holy day brings the 

light of God’s love revealed in Jesus to our lives 

and our world. The Gospel of John proclaims, “In 

him was life and that life is the light of all” (John 

1:4).  This familiar passage echoes Jesus declaring, 

“I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). Christmas 

is the season of good will, reminding us that we are 

called to share the light of his love with one 

another.  

Yes, this Christmas will be different in the season of 

COVID.  These past months have granted us 

renewed sense of that which is essential. The 

residents, families, volunteers and employees of 

PHS have stepped up in amazing ways to fight fear, 

carry each other through long days and provide 

hope. While our bodies may have become 

accustomed to physical distance, our souls continue 

to reach out for connection. It is in these 

connections with each other that we see the light of 

Christ shining in the darkness. 

The mission of Presbyterian Homes & Services, “to 

honor God by enriching the lives and touching the 

hearts of older adults,” is grounded in the belief that 

all we do is motivated by God’s love revealed to us 

in the light of Jesus Christ. God’s light in Jesus 

shines brightly at Christmas to remind us that we 

are loved and capable of loving in return. Nothing 

can separate us from the love of Christ or stop his 

love from shining within and among us. The 

darkness cannot overcome the light. COVID cannot 

overcome our joy. 

May the light of Christ’s love be with you and yours 

this Christmas and throughout the year to come.  

Merry Christmas 


