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From the Administrator’s Desk 
Dear Friends, 

It is starting to look a lot like Christmas!  

We sincerely hope you are able to experience some magical moments here this Christmas season with us at 
Lake Minnetonka Shores.   

You will find a plethora of special activities taking place throughout the month, such as Christmas Carolers 
caroling throughout the community, our first annual tree lighting ceremony, indulging in sugar cookies with a 
close friend or attending the many worship services that will be held throughout the month – the list goes on 
and on… 

A wise person once said, “Memories stored in our hearts are ones that never leave us.” As we experience and 
make new memories this Christmas Season, it is important to reflect on treasured memories that we have 
carried with us throughout the years – they are woven into the important fabric of who we are, but should not 
hold us back from living in the moment and enjoying each new day with purpose and fulfillment, as we await 
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Christmas is a time of joy, 
A time for love and cheer, 

A time for making memories, 
To last throughout the year 

 
May you find comfort in knowing you are a beloved ‘family’ member of Lake Minnetonka Shores.  May God 
continue to bless you and your loved ones this Christmas Season. 
 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”. –Isaiah 9:6-7 
 

From my home to yours, have a blessed Christmas. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jodi Devick Neal 
Campus Administrator 
Lake Minnetonka Shores 
(952) 471-6094 
jneal@preshomes.org 
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LAKE MINNETONKA SHORES 

                         Spiritual Care by Jackie Ziemer,  Senior Campus Pastor 

Honoring Our Veterans  

LMS donation of $1000  
to Maple Plain’s Post 514 

I t was several years ago when I first came upon the following writing, most often titled a “A Latin American 
Christmas Creed.” The author is anonymous. I have included this Christmas Creed as a part of Christmas Eve 

and Christmas Day worship services for many years now. Every year it reminds me of the true meaning of 
Christmas and I pray you also find it true for you. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ and in the power of the Gospel which began in Bethlehem. 
I believe in the One whose spirit glorified a small village, 
of whose coming the shepherds saw the sign, 
and for whom there was no room in the inn. 
I believe in the One whose life changed the course of history, 
for whom the kings of the earth had no power, 
and who was not understood by the proud. 
I believe in the One to whom the poor, the oppressed, the discouraged, 
the afflicted, the sick, the blind and the leprous gave welcome 
and accepted as Savior. 
I believe in the One who, with love, changed the hearts of the proud, 
and with his life, showed that it is more important to serve than to be served, 
and that the greatest joy is in giving your life for others. 
I believe in peace, which means justice among all peoples and nations 
and love among all. 
I believe in reconciliation, forgiveness and the transforming power of the Gospel. 
I believe that Christmas is strength and power, and that this world can change 
if, with humility and faith, we kneel before the manger. 
I believe that I must be the first one to do so.  Amen. 

Please join us for:  
Christmas Eve Candle Light Worship Service  at 2:30 PM  
Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion at 10:00 AM  
All are welcome. 
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LAKE MINNETONKA SHORES 

   Volunteer Of The Month 
by Sue Wagener, Volunteer Director 

Campus Volunteer News 
By Sue Wagener, Volunteer Director 

Honoring Our Veterans  

Congratulations Gary! 

D o you ever take the time to stop and think about 
all the blessings we enjoy here in this country?  

Do you consider yourself blessed?   

When I think of where I live and how I live, I do feel 
very blessed. I’m not sure why God thought to put me 
here to enjoy life with so many good folks at LMS but 
I do know one thing is for sure, my time spent here 
has blessed my life. 

When we feel blessed, we are more likely to be a 
blessing to others. Feeling blessed will help you to 
stay focused on the important things in life like 
helping a neighbor in need or reading to a grandchild.  
We are more likely to stay healthy and not feel 
depressed and let negative thoughts take over  
our thinking.   

So during this Christmas season, please take a few 
moments to think about how God has blessed you this 
year. Then remember those who may be less fortunate 
than you which will really help you feel blessed. I 
have heard the phrase many times, “It could always  
be worse.”   

With that said, I would like to wish you and your 
loved ones a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!  And may you always feel blessed. 

G ary McPherson has been a volunteer for a little 

over a year but since that time he has shown 

great leadership and dedication working diligently to 

support our LMS Veteran’s program. 

A right hand person to this group, Gary has worked 

with Maple Plain’s Post 514 to assist with our 

Memorial Day and Veterans 

Day programs.  He has also 

brought a State VA Officer to 

our campus who helped many 

of our Veteran’s obtain the 

benefits they deserve. 

Gary has a humble heart and 

does not want any credit for 

what he feels is his duty and 

privilege to serve others.   

LMS is proud to have you on 

our team.  You serve us well. 

Gary McPherson 

Veterans Day 
Service  



LAKE MINNETONKA SHORES 

Page 4                             4515 Shoreline Drive, Spring Park, MN 55384 

New Employees 

Welcome to our team 

Presbyterian Homes Foundation 

Sarah Young 

Occupational  

Therapist 

Will Rockwell 

Culinary Server 

Your Great Gifts 

We thank you! Financial gifts to your PHS community are a blessing to your neighbors and employees – and 
even to you. Sharing gifts with loved ones is top-of-mind this month for many of us. We wanted to offer you a 
moment to reflect about what is on your heart during this season of sharing joy with loved ones and neighbors.  

Perhaps you feel called to make a financial gift to your PHS community. The Presbyterian Homes Foundation is 
ready to assist you. Here are a few important points to keep in mind:  

All gifts make a difference. If a gift is meaningful to you, it is meaningful to your PHS community. Please 
know that if you direct your charitable donation to your community, that 100% of your donation goes to your 
community. 

Giving from the heart pleases you, the giver. You know that your gift will make a positive difference within 
your PHS community. You know that your gift will help those close to you – a neighbor or an employee. 
Giving provides donors a sense of purpose and satisfaction. 

For your planning: 
Donors may give to a priority that touches their heart. To support residents, there are funds at your community 
for greatest needs, resident benevolence and spiritual life programming. All PHS communities have an 
employee education assistance fund to support qualified employees with scholarships to complete certifications 
or degrees. All gifts are welcomed and important. 

Note: Some gifts take more time to complete. If your year-end giving plans include gifting stock or a qualified 
charitable distribution from your IRA, please know that these gifts take time for brokers or advisors to process. 
If you need assistance, please call the Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6408 or 651-631-6418. 

Thank you for all you do to make your PHS community great. Giving from your heart brings you joy – thank 
you for sharing your joy with others. May your Christmas season be filled with much love!  

Bailey Windsperger 

Gables Resident 

Assistant 

Laken Smyth 

Culinary Server 

Jayne Donahue 

Arbor Resident 

Assistant 
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Creating Smiles in the eyes of the people we serve 

See Activity Calendar for changes that may have occurred after this issue was published. 

Special Outings: 
 

12/2 Ridgedale Mall and Target Trip 

12/2 Gillespie Center Holiday Boutique 

12/5 Trader Joe’s Trip 

12/5 Commons Holiday Lights Tour 

12/6 Arboretum Holiday Sale 

12/7 Sounds of Christmas Concert Westwood Church 

12/11 Swimming at Folkestone 

12/12 Wal-Mart Trip 

12/12 Arbor/Commons Holiday Lights Tour 

12/13 Lunds & Byerlys Trip 

12/16 Eden Prairie Mall Outing  

12/16 Gables Holiday Lights Tour 

12/18 Country Music Jam / Lunch at Gillespie Center 

12/19 Cub Foods, Dollar Store & Tuesday Morning 

12/27 Lunch Outing to Applebee’s 

12/30 Kowalski’s 

 

Please Contact Donna Olsen, Campus Life 

Enrichment Director, at 952-471-4407 if you  

have questions about outings. 

Entertainment and Special Events 
12/1 Mary Hall Christmas Concert (guitar/vocals) 

12/2 Tree lighting Ceremony 

12/2 Gables Resident Council 

12/4 Court/Villa Tenant Meeting & Birthday Party 

12/6 Michael Nelson Christmas Concert (Piano) 

12/8 Diane Toothseth piano student’s Recital  

12/9 Arbor, Gables 3rd Christmas Dinner  

12/10 TCU, Gables 2nd Christmas Dinner 

12/11 Commons, Court & Villa Christmas Dinner 

12/12 Gillespie Singers Christmas Concert 

12/13 Arbor & Gables Birthday Bash 

12/14 Excelsior Covenant Children’s Choir program 

12/15 Kay Marie & Carol Dance Performance 

12/19 LMS Choir Christmas Concert 

12/20 Good Foot Express Concert (instruments/vocals) 

12/21 GNU Woodwind Quintet Concert 

12/24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

12/25 Christmas Day Communion Service 

12/26 Pizza Party  

12/27 Book Club Meets 

12/27 Bill Cagley Entertains (guitar/vocals) 

Halloween 

Fun 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Lake Minnetonka Shores 

4515 Shoreline Drive 

Spring Park, MN 55384 

952-471-4000 
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Christmas: Good News, Great Joy! 

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’” ~ Luke 2:15 

I t is a wonder that the first announcement of 

Christ on earth came to shepherds – simple 

workers of the field, looked down upon by 

society. They lived with the sheep they cared for, 

and the demands were never ending.  Yet it was 

they who were first invited to see the newborn 

Lamb of God!  

As we consider the shepherds rising up from their 

work to find Mary, Joseph and the Christ child, 

we can place ourselves alongside them by 

reflecting on where we might find Jesus in our 

midst.  

At Presbyterian Homes & Services, our mission 

over the last 64 years has remained: To honor 

God by enriching the lives and touching the 

hearts of older adults. As we celebrate another 

year together in ministry, we have been blessed 

by the residents, families, employees, volunteers, 

donors and friends who make up Presbyterian 

Homes & Services. When we rise up in the 

presence of the aged and dedicate ourselves to 

service for and with them, we are rising up to see 

Jesus as well.  

In the year ahead, may we, like the shepherds, rise 

up to see Jesus and tell others the wonderful 

things that God is making happen in our midst. 

God bless you and may the love of Christ be with 

you and yours this Christmas and throughout the 

year ahead. 

Merry Christmas 

Postmaster: address correction requested 


