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From the Housing Administrator’s Desk 

W 
ith winter and the holiday season now in full swing, family and friends are slowly starting to gather 

once again. We all continue to adjust to our new normal and reflect on the past year and all the 

changes and challenges, as well as all the great many things that we have to be grateful for. The 

holidays for me are a time for family, celebration, gratitude and remembrance. I am also grateful we recently 

had the opportunity last month to honor many great men and women on Veteran’s Day.  

I would like to share with you the Ceremony of the Table — set for one —  which represents the thousands of 

American service men and women POW and MIA’s who are still unaccounted for. I may have shared this in a 

past newsletter, but I feel it is important to share once again because of a recent experience I had at our local 

VFW that made me realize there are a lot of people who are not aware of the meaning of this ceremony or that it 

even exists. 

We call them comrades. They are unable to be with their loved ones and families, so we join together to pay 

humble tribute to them, and to bear witness to their continued absence. 

• The table is small, symbolizing the frailty of one prisoner, alone against his or her suppressors. 

• The tablecloth is white, symbolic of the purity of their intentions to respond to their country’s call to arms. 

• The single rose in the vase signifies the blood they may have shed in sacrifice to ensure the freedom of our 

beloved United States of America. This rose also reminds us of the family and friends of our missing 

comrades who keep faith while awaiting their return. 

• The red ribbon on the vase represents an unyielding determination for a proper accounting of our comrades 

who are not among us. 

• A slice of lemon on the plate reminds us of their bitter fate. 

• The salt sprinkled on the plate reminds us of the countless fallen tears of families as they wait. 

• The glass is inverted. They cannot toast with us at this time. 

• The chair is empty. They are NOT here. 

They are missing but will never be forgotten. We all owe a great deal of 

gratitude to all of those who have served and has helped to make our  

country one of the best places to live on earth.  

Blessings, 

Isaac Rue 
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 Spiritual Care  
by John Cordova, Chaplaincy Director 

PHS Foundation: Your Great Gifts 

T his year has shown – yet again – that all gifts 
make a difference. If a gift is personally 

meaningful to you, it is every bit as meaningful to 
your PHS community. Thank you! 

We continue to pray for your protection and peace of 
mind. Your friends, neighbors and employees 
appreciate and care about you. Thank you for keeping 
your community close to your heart and in your 
prayers. 

Some helpful reminders for you: 
• Give direct. Rest assured that if you give directly 

to PHS, 100% of your donation goes to where you 
direct it, like to a fund at your community. 

• Your friends and neighbors. Gifts to greatest 
needs, resident benevolence and spiritual life are 
needed and used. 

• Employees serve. Many want to show gratitude to 
employees. You may direct your gift to employee 

appreciation, employee education assistance or 
employee hardship.  

• Tributes. This is a wonderful time to make a 
tribute gift In Honor or In Memory of a loved 
one or friend. 

A note about timing: Some gifts take more time to 
complete. If your year-end giving plans include 
gifting stock or a qualified charitable distribution from 
your IRA, please know that these gifts take time for 
brokers or advisors to process. If you need assistance, 
please call the Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-
631-6408 or 651-631-6418. 

Thank you for all you do to make your PHS 
community great. May your Christmas season be 
filled with much love! YOU are special to your PHS 
community! 

R ecently, my wife and I viewed a Christian video on The Purpose of Christmas, by Rick Warren, Pastor of 
Saddleback Church in California. This is a four-part study on Christmas and its meaning for the world. The 

first video in this Christmas series focused on the birth of Christ as A Celebration.  

At first, I was I surprised at this title. I had not understood the birth of Christ as a celebration. I saw it more as a 
solemn occasion that required reverence and silence, not a party time. It was a time to prepare our hearts for the 
Savior of the World.  

After watching this video, my frozen in ice understanding of Christmas began to melt away. I agreed with Rick 
Warren that Christmas is a time for celebration because it was about the biggest birthday party in the history of 
mankind. It was about the birthday of Jesus. The birth of Jesus changed everything. Recently I was given this 
Holiday Poem by Jan Gibson.  It confirms the paradigm shift in my understanding Christmas. I would like to 
share Jan’s poem with you during this season. It is an acrostic of the words Christmas. 

Celebration of Christ’s birth 

He was the Son of God sent to save us by being crucified and then 

Rise from the grave 

In three days to become 

Savior of the world 

To those who believe that he was truly God and truly 

Man and 

After forty days walking on earth, He rose to be with the Father but 

Sent the Holy Spirit to be our Helper until we are called to be with our Lord.    

So, this year let’s  
Celebrate the Birth of our Lord Jesus.  

Merry Christmas, Everyone! 



Happenings 

Entertainment and Special Events 

12/2 Gillespie Christmas Boutique 

12/9 Trader Joe’s Trip 

12/13 Swimming at Folkestone 

12/13 Holiday Lights Tour 

12/15 Country Music Jam/Lunch at Gillespie Center 

12/16 Target Kwik Trip 

12/22 Snuffy’s Lunch Outing 

12/23 Cub Foods & Dollar Store Trip 

12/27 Swimming at Folkestone 

12/29 Red Lobster Lunch Outing 

12/30 Walmart Trip 

12/6  Gables 2nd floor Resident Council 
 Men’s Beer Group 
12/8  Fireplace Fun with Michele 
12/9  Ceramics class 
12/10  Pizza Party 
 Crazy Christmas Sweater Day 
12/13  Women’s Breakfast with Cory 
12/14  Men’s Breakfast with Cory 
 Commons Food Committee Meeting 
 Gables/Arbor Christmas Dinner 
12/15  Commons Court Villa Christmas Dinner 
12/17  Christmas Caroling 
12/20  Men’s Beer Group 
12/22  Court/Villa Tenant meeting & Birthday Bash 
12/24  Candle Light Service 
12/28  Gables 2nd floor Resident Council 
 Gables Birthday Bash 

Please Contact Donna Olsen, Campus LE Director,  

at 952-471-4407 if you have questions.  

Outings 

www.lakeminnetonkashores.org                  Page 3 

LAKE MINNETONKA SHORES 

Volunteer News  
by Sue Wagener, Volunteer Director 

Outings & Events may have changed  
after this publication 

Operation Christmas Child Packing Day 

Y ou know Christmas is close when the Operation 

Christmas Child (OCC) boxes are packed and 

ready to be sent around the world to children who have 

almost nothing. Christmas to them is just another day of 

feeling forgotten and alone. 

But thanks to our LMS residents, 135 children will be 

receiving a special Christmas present this year. They 

will open their special box and see a letter from our 

LMS Grandmas and Grandpas telling this child they 

have not been forgotten and this box represents their 

love for them. Also inside this box are goodies like a 

hair brush, tooth brush, a bar of soap and a washcloth, 

and of course, a toy or two.   

With the help of the Samaritan’s Purse Ministry, these 

children will, perhaps for the first time ever, hear the “Good News” of Jesus Christ. These boxes open heaven’s 

doors for these children, and it all began with a simple shoe box. What could be more awesome than a gift like 

this?  Thank you residents & volunteers!   

May you have a very Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Seventeen volunteers helped to pack over 100 boxes along 
with over 25 more from residents who packed their own. 
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Creating Smiles 

Halloween Fun 

Candy Corn guesses winner 
for  Library Event last month: 

Doug Ingvalson, Court 324 

Guessed:   360 
Actual:      367 
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Honoring Our Veterans 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Lake Minnetonka Shores 

4515 Shoreline Drive 

Spring Park, MN 55384 

952-471-4000 

www.lakeminnetonkashores.org 

Postmaster: address correction requested 

The light of Christ shines through us 
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.” ~ John 1:9 

A s the darkness of winter enfolds us, the beautiful 

lights of the Christmas season begin to shine in 

our communities. Their radiance reminds us that Jesus 

Christ is the Light of the World. The Gospel of John 

proclaims, “The true light that gives light to everyone 

was coming into the world.” (John 1:9)   

Christmas also shines light on acts of good will, 

reminding us that we are called to share the light of 

God’s love, revealed in Jesus, with one another every 

day. Jesus taught his followers to “…let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 

(Matthew 5:16)  

Jesus’ words shape Christian ministry at PHS all year 

long. Our mission to honor God by enriching the lives 

and touching the hearts of older adults is grounded in 

the belief that God’s love is revealed to us in the light 

of Jesus Christ and we, in turn, are called to reflect 

this love and light in everything we do.  

Every resident, volunteer, employee, family member, 

donor and friend of PHS is invited to carry this light 

in an environment where serving one another and the 

world is encouraged and appreciated. We faithfully 

honor God when we serve and God faithfully blesses 

us by calling us to service that bears love and 

compassion. 

God’s light in Jesus shines brightly at Christmas to 

remind us that we are loved and capable of loving  

in return, and that together we can cultivate 

communities of care where Christ’s love shines  

within and among us. 

May the light of Christ’s love shine on you and yours 

this Christmas and throughout the year ahead. 

  Merry Christmas!  


