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From the Administrator’s Desk 
A Father’s Day Tribute 

Dear Friends,                                                   

As the world around us continues to look and feel much different than it ever has before, I took a moment to 
pause and think about my grandpa, Matt Stein, also known to many as Buddy.  Most of you know that I had a 
wholesome childhood, growing up in the country, right next door to my grandparents, both of whom have 
passed away. My papa died in 1989 and my grandma in 2007.  Today, I pondered what my papa would think 
if he came back to see the world as we now know it. 

Certainly a lot has changed in the 30 years that he has been gone, and I do not just mean how our lives have 
been turned upside down since we first learned the words corona virus or COVID-19, even though I think that 
would definitely throw him for a loop!  When I was a teenager, after getting my driver’s license, I would often 
take papa for a car ride. As cars whizzed by, one after another, he would always say the same thing, “Jo, 
where do you think everyone is going?” and then he would add “Why is everyone in such a hurry?”. Over the 
years, I have thought about our car rides and the simple life that we had on the farm.  

In some ways, COVID-19 has forced many people to slow down. To take time to be together with immediate 
family members who live in the same household. To talk with one another, even if it is by connecting through 
devices, or by skyping with other loved ones from afar. There is something to be said about being in the mo-
ment and enjoying the simply things in life, like taking time to go for a walk and enjoying all the beauty that 
surrounds us. For me, I was so distracted, that I failed to notice the trees are now in full bloom, the lake has 
gone from dirty snow to a dreamy color of blue and birds are chirping and singing to us each day.  

For many of us, COVID 19, has increased our fears and anxiety about the unknown; it has also caused loneli-
ness among many. These feelings are real for all of us. One of the things papa often said was, “this too shall 
pass”. I believe it will. It will make us stronger and closer. So, no matter what season of life you are in right 
now, I am sure you can reflect back and appreciate someone important in your life that made a difference to 
you. I encourage you to think about this person, cherish the memories that you have made along the way and 
keep them close to your heart. 

In closing, I would like to share a poem that papa kept in his wallet. It was printed on his funeral bulletin and 
is something that I have read and cherished these past 30 years. 

Sincerely, 
Jodi Devick Neal 
Campus Administrator 

Bounty 
You cannot box a sunset. It’s hard to wrap up snow, 

There is no way to capture a lighted candles glow. 

So, enjoy each lovely moment as you walk along the way, 

For there is a bit of beauty in every passing day. 
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Thank You, PHS Employees! Spiritual Care  

Bread is one of my favorite foods. I love the fresh 

dinner rolls that my wife bakes. I am happy when 

bananas are overripe because I know banana bread is 

coming soon. I love hot, fresh tortillas cooked on the 

griddle, especially the ones that my mom made, 

doused in butter. And I love monkey bread. You get 

the point. Bread is a staple food throughout the world.  

Yet, I am conflicted. Jesus said that “man shall not 

live by bread alone, but on every word that comes 

from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4, NIV). What 

was Jesus saying? Was it wrong to eat bread? Of 

course not. He was making the point that the spiritual 

part of humanity needs to be fed. Jesus also says that 

He is the Bread of Life. As I meditate on Jesus’ 

statement that he is the Bread of Life, I have a 

decision to make. I need to consume this Bread of 

Life for my spiritual nourishment. How do I do this? 

By reading my Bible and reflecting on God’s word.  

I sent out a request to my Facebook friends to send me 

their favorite Bible verses that brings them 

encouragement and spiritual nourishment. I was 

pleasantly surprised by the response. 

My friends began sharing with me their favorite Bible 

verses, and I would like to share a breaking of the 

Bread of Life with you. 

Isaiah 26:3 

Isaiah 41:10 

John 16:33 

Hebrews 12:2 

I hope God’s Word nourishes your soul today. If you 

have a favorite verse, I would be delighted if you 

shared it with me, and I would be thrilled to post your 

favorite verse on channel 991 (or 16.2 if no converter) 

for the day. 

John Cordova 

Chaplaincy Director 

Our lives have been changed by COVID, yet the 

service and care PHS employees are delivering each 

and every day at PHS communities remains strong, 

compassionate and creative. Employees hold you in 

their prayers and continue to work hard to find ways 

to brighten your days and comfort you when the 

stresses of this current reality feel too heavy. 

We’ve heard from many of you who want to know 

how you can help. First, we welcome your prayers for 

safety and protection—for your neighbors, for 

employees, and for all who have been affected by this 

virus. Thank you for your thoughtfulness—you are a 

blessing to employees! Notes, waves, smiles from 

behind your face masks and just saying, “thank you” 

go a long way to show your appreciation and uplift 

employees’ spirits.  

You might also feel called to make a financial gift to 

support PHS Employee Appreciation. The PHS Board 

of Directors has authorized giving each employee up 

to $1,000, based on hours worked, as special 

appreciation pay. This gift will be funded largely 

through donations. If you would like to make a gift—

all gifts of any amount make a difference—please 

call the Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-

6105, 651-631-6418 or 651-631-6408. Or if you 

prefer to make your gift online, please visit 

preshomes.org and click on “Make a Gift.” 

In addition, two other employee-focused funds are 

available for you to support—Employee Education 

Assistance and Employee Hardship. Even in the midst 

of COVID, employees are still pursuing and 

completing degrees and certifications to benefit you 

and your neighbors. 

We are preparing for a new normal and we thank you 

for your patience and prayers as we create plans for 

the coming weeks and months. Thank you for being a 

part of the PHS family. Your neighbors, loved ones 

and PHS employees are keeping you close in their 

thoughts and prayers. Stay well. 
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WLMS NEWS 

We Go With The Flow 

Each day brings something new for me. One minute I 

am the Volunteer Director at LMS and the next I am a 

news anchor for WLMS. That is why I am changing 

this column to WLMS News instead of the Volunteer 

Corner. 

This new responsibility has been fun as I get to 

interact with residents on a different level and be as 

creative as I wish.  

One thing I am doing each week, is scheduling an 

interview with one of our residents, to see how they 

are coping during this pandemic. My plan is to ask a 

resident from each entity of care that we offer, so that 

I can capture their perspective. 

Independent living residents will have a far different 

experience living here than someone from our 

assisted living or care center. I want to make sure 

both are presented and understood by the viewer. 

Another thing that I have done is ask volunteers to 

help me with the material for this newscast.   

Some volunteers have sent me jokes, inspirational 

poems or articles. I have also received world news 

that I found most interesting. I also want to share 

some adventures of mine.  

Our WLMS News segment is usually scheduled for 

Wednesday afternoon at 4:00 PM. Of course, that 

time is always subject to change, as our Life 

Enrichment Assistant for the Gables , Ramon 

Briones, is doubling as our Chief Videographer, 

Editor and Studio Manager. So as he is able, you 

will see all the scheduled programs that Donna 

prints on your TV schedule each week.  

Tune in on your campus TV station, 991 with a 

converter, and 16.8 without a converter, to be 

educated, have a laugh or two, or be inspired.   

Please remember that we will get through this 

historical time together, taking one day at a time. 

Stay safe and healthy! 

Sue Wagener 

Volunteer Director 

Special moments During COVID 19 
On “Tie one on Tuesday” James turns 97 

Window Visits 
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New Employees 

Welcome to our 
team 

Jocelyn Will 

Commons Assisted Living 

Resident Assistant 

Julie Lindemann 

Community Support 

 Assistant 

Special moments During COVID 19 

LMS has two shiny new  

tricycles. One was used to 

deliver packages and 

flowers. The other was used 

as the Ice Cream Trike. 

   Tisana Lowe             Colton France          Etienne (Steve) Zewou     Judith Mosoti 

          Culinary Server                    Gables Care Center Gables Care Center    Commons Assisted Living 

            Resident Assistant   LPN   Resident Assistant 
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Special moments During COVID 19 

*See Activity Calendar for changes that may have occurred after this issue was published. 

Entertainment and Special Events 

All other outings will be 

 postponed until further notice. Please turn to 

channel 991 on your TV for Fun Facts & 

Trivia or inspiration for the day. The menu for 

the day is listed as well.  If you do not have a 

converter, the channel is 16.2 

“WLMS” is our new channel to keep you busy 

as we navigate though COVID19 together.  

Channel 994, or if you do not have a 

converter, 16.8. Watch exercise classes, 

activities and more. Between programs you 

can watch the Eagle cam or other live nature 

videos. 

Please Contact Donna Olsen, Campus Life Enrichment Director, at 952-471-4407 with questions.  

Outings 

Impromptu Music on the Patio with 

Social Distancing of course. 

Celebrating a special birthday the  

Social Distancing way. 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 
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Taking the Long View: PHS Project Updates 

Navigating the impact of the coronavirus requires a 
tight focus on the day-to-day. Even so, the long-range 
vision of PHS, “to provide more choices and 
opportunities for more older adults to live well,” has 
not dimmed. Senior Housing Partners, the project 
development arm of PHS, shares updates of new 
communities in the making:   

Prairie Gate, Council Bluffs, IA: The first residents 
arrived in March. Offering senior apartments, assisted 
living apartments, memory care apartments and care 
center suites, the campus is near churches and a 
regional trail system.  

Mount Carmel Bluffs, Dubuque, IA: A joint venture 
with the Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(BVM), Mount Carmel Bluffs rises above the 
Mississippi River. The BVM staff have transitioned to 
be PHS employees. Phase 1, opening this fall, 
includes assisted living and memory care apartments 
and a long-term care center. Phase 2, anticipated to be 
complete in early 2022, will deconstruct buildings to 
make way for senior-living apartments. 

 

Towner Crest, Oconomowoc, WI: The doors opened 
in January welcoming residents to their new senior 
living apartments in the fifth PHS community in 
southeastern Wisconsin. The campus offers lodge-
style architectural design with a variety of amenities 
and services. Towner Crest is preparing to welcome 
residents in the newly opened assisted living and 
memory care apartments.  

Lexington Landing, St. Paul, MN: Owned by J.A. 
Wedum Foundation and managed by PHS, Lexington 
Landing’s urban design will feature senior apartments, 
assisted living apartments and memory care 
apartments. The campus will offer convenient 
amenities and community programs. Opening is 
anticipated in fall 2020. 

Flagstone, Eden Prairie, MN: Located next to Castle 
Ridge, this new campus will offer a full continuum of 
housing and care options near to urban conveniences, 
yet close to nature. Castle Ridge residents will be the 
first Flagstone residents and the old building will be 
demolished to make way for other retail and housing. 
In the future, we will share progress on redevelopment 
projects at existing PHS communities.  


