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I n March we will welcome our first day of spring. The arrival of spring brings new life and new 
hope. It feels great that the days are getting longer and warmer. We have lived a year through the 
pandemic, which has brought uncertainty and constant change. The world around us may be 

constantly changing, but God is not — He is the same yesterday, today and forever. He is with us 
every day and strengthening us when we feel run down or tired from life during the pandemic. Thank 
you to everyone who has prayed for Maranatha during the past 12 months. We are blessed to have 
many prayer warriors who live and work here. This spring, as Christ continues to strengthen us, we 
have hope that the pandemic is subsiding and look forward to the day that community life will be 
restored, even if it comes in small ways. Here is a verse to help us through the changing times:  

 “May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, as we put our hope in you.” ~Psalms 33:22 

Welcome Spring 



BIRTHDAYS IN MARCH 

Door-to-Door Birthday Treats at the Commons and 
Terrace Apts. on Tues Mar 9 at 1:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
Entertainment Broadcast from the Chapel  

Every Friday at 2:30 pm on TV channel 991 

5401 69th Avenue North, Brooklyn Center,  MN 55429              

Terrace 
Don J.    March 26 
  
Commons 
Richard B.   March 11 
Dick W.      March 11 
Edith J.       March 22 
Joye A.       March 23 
Nancy R.   March 27 
Ron C.        March 27 

Care Center 
Mary S.     March 5 
Diane W.   March 7 
Elma P.      March 10 
Dolores A.   March 15 
Carol S.     March 20 
Allen B.     March 27 
John N.     March 28 
Lucy G.      March 30 
Peggy P.    March 30 

MARANATHA  

EMPLOYEE OF THE  MONTH 
MARIYAH ABDUL-AZEEM  

Mariyah works in the culinary department. We are 
very lucky to have her as part of the team! She 
comes into work with a great attitude! She picks 
up extra shifts to help when needed, and she is an 
overall rockstar of the evening crew! 



CAMPUS PASTOR 

www.maranathaphs.org 

Courage To Move Forward in 2021! 

L ife as we know it is a journey. In this journey, we may face circumstances that far outweigh our capacity to 
bear. At some points we are challenged to give up, give in, throw in the towel, back out or change 

direction. However, if we have deep-seated goals, purposes, passion and mandate, we courageously face the 
challenges before us, acknowledge their reality, pull together all the resources we have within our disposal and 
courageously move forward.  

Listen to the response of Moses and God to the fearful Israelites in Exodus 14:13-14. Also, I like this quote by 
Martin Luther King: “If you can’t fly, then RUN. If you can’t run, then, WALK. If you can’t walk, 
then CRAWL. But whatever you do, you have to KEEP MOVING FORWARD!” We can’t afford to get 
stuck in one place because life abhors stagnancy.  

In the last two months we have been gleaning some motivational principles from God’s encouragement 
to the very fearful and inexperienced Joshua. He was challenged to lead the Israelites to the Promised Land in 
the most uncertain circumstances. He knew what Moses went through in the journey from Egypt to the 
wilderness. Why on earth would God want to put him through this! But God had prepared Joshua and had 
words of encouragement to offer him in this time of need.  

We had seen it all in 2020. We felt and experienced the good and the bad, the pains and the gains, the tears and 
the pearls, the trials and the triumphs, the failings and the successes. Yes, we saw even more. But here we are 
today, in the third month of a new year. How did we make it? I would be quick to say, IT HAS BEEN OUR 
LORD AND HIS CONSTANT ENCOURAGEMENT TO US TO MOVE FORWARD, like he said to 
Joshua. Therefore, in February we learned that we can move forward, by getting our hearts ready for the 
journey ahead (v. 2a), by believing and claiming God’s promises to us (vs. 2b-5; Deut. 31:2-5, 7) and by being 
strong and courageous in the Lord (vs. 6, 7, 9; Deut. 31:6, 7; Eph. 6:10).   

As we conclude this series, I would like to outline the rest of the resources God has graciously provided for 
Joshua and us to move forward in this year of HOPE AND GAINS IN THE LORD! They are:  

 Careful obedience to the Word and laws of the Lord (vs. 7b-8; 22:5; Deut. 28:13, 9;30:16; 1 Sam 
15:22; Luke 11:28).  

 Focusing on God’s presence and not our feelings or the circumstances before us (vs. 5, 9; 
Deut. 31:8; Heb. 13:5; Matt. 28:20).  

 Courageously acting on God’s goals and purpose for us with conviction and passion (vs.10-15; 
Neh. 1: 2; Phil. 3).  

 Gathering around us faithful and loyal supporters (vs. 16-18; Exod. 17:10-13; 2 Sam. 23:8-37;  
Psa. 1; 1 Cor. 15:33; Phil. 1:3-5). 

The journey might be rough and tough. It may be uncertain and unpredictable. But we have the Creator of 
the universe with us. He’s got our backs. Because He called and enlisted us in this journey, we should rest 
assured that He will surely enable us to succeed once we focus on Him. As we move on this year’s 
journey, let us remember these words when we feel like giving up, giving in, throwing in the 
towel, backing out or turning back: Phil. 1:6; 1 Thess. 5:24; 1 Pet. 5:6-11; Heb. 12:1-3, 12.  

Enjoy the cruise ALL THE WAY with  
Jesus Christ as the Captain of the ship!  

MARANATHA  
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Presbyterian Homes & Services is a nonprofit 
organization and an equal  opportunity 
employer serving older adults through 
community services, housing and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME 

Postmaster: address correction requested 

Activity Professionals: Bound for Glory 

A t Presbyterian Homes & Services (PHS), the 
nearly 200 activity professionals dedicated to life 

enrichment, recreation and volunteerism come  
up with ideas, large and small, to engage residents  
in meaningful ways, have fun, learn and connect  
with others.   

This past year, impacted in every way by COVID-19, 
required creative adaptations from our activity 
professionals. In the midst of uncertainly and 
limitations, they have stepped up in remarkable ways 
to keep residents engaged with each other and 
connected to their families. 

Jess Drecktrah, PHS Vice President of Life 
Enrichment, is passionate about elevating the 
profession of life enrichment in senior living. Inspired 
by a song by Gospel singer, Rosetta Tharpe, Jess 
conceived the Bound for Glory award, a traveling 
award that allows managers and peers to recognize the 
important work of life enrichment staff and volunteer 
coordinators as they create opportunities for fun and 
purpose for those they serve.  

 

 

The trophy combines a plant, a rock (with a star 
painted on it), and a golden microphone. Jess explains 
its symbolism, “The plant represents the live nature of 
the work we do. The rock with the star on it represents 
that we are all rock stars. The golden microphone 
symbolizes the show. The train represents movement 
and the belief that we are bound for glory.” Each 
recipient is given the opportunity to be involved in 
selecting the next recipient of the traveling award – 
because glory is meant for sharing. 

Since its launch in fall 2018, Bound for Glory has 
been awarded to 12 PHS employees. We thank these 
recipients, along with all the Life Enrichment 
professionals at PHS. They are the heart and spirit of 
our communities and fulfill our mission “to honor 
God by enriching the lives and touching the hearts of 
older adults.” The important part says Jess, “is that 
everything points back to the glory of God through the 
call of service.”  

Contact your site leader if you wish to suggest the 
name of a PHS activity professional who you feel is 
“Bound for Glory.”  


