
Maranatha 
July 2021 

CAMPUS CORNER 

Happy Birthday America 



BIRTHDAYS IN JULY 

5401 69th Avenue North, Brooklyn Center,  MN 55429              

Care Center 
 

Barbara M.              July 4        
Sammy S.                July 6 
Roxanne C.            July 15 
Pat E.                     July 16 
Margie K.              July 16 
Kathleen D.           July 18 
Marilyn E.             July 19 
Gerald B.               July 20 
Sylvia B.                July 26 
Mary Ann H.         July 26 
Georgia G.             July 30 

Terrace 
Eva E.                      July 5 
Commons 
Luverne N.            July 14 

MARANATHA  

Birthday Party for Terrace Residents  
Tuesday July 13, 2:00 pm in Bistro 

Birthday Party for Commons Residents  
Tuesday July 6, 2:30 pm in Activity Room 

T he Spring Challenge was a huge hit at Maranatha! All at once the campus jumped into summer mode and 
kept going. So much to do, so many friends to meet and endless energy that kept everyone going until we 

all lost power. (Inside joke – ask any resident and they will have a story to share of our special mood lit dinner.) 

Nothing can stop us now as the excitement of summer, outside adventures and new activities begin. We are not 
ones for bragging, but our residents are being active and living their best lives. 

Living Our Best Lives 



CAMPUS PASTOR 

www.maranathaphs.org 

Your Old Age Is Not a Barrier But  

a Carrier of Blessing 

“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are 
wonderful; I know that full well.” - Psalm 136:14  

 

T he culture and context in which we have found ourselves have unfortunately categorized old age as a stage 
in life that automatically reduces people to being liabilities, unproductive, unfruitful, lonely, agitative, 

selfish and attention seekers. Little wonder why so many people dread old age or being addressed as old. 

Contrary to such stereotypical opinions about old age or being an older adult, the Bible sees old age not as a 
barrier but a carrier of huge blessings. Older adults are both blessings in themselves and blessings to others. Old 
age is not and should never be seen as a stage in life to be dreaded. It is a time to look forward to with delight, 
hope and passion. I know it comes with some health issues. But we all know that human beings could have 
health issues at any stage of their lives. There are older adults who are living and enjoying wonderful health; 
while there are young people who are battling with very severe terminal illnesses. Thus, it is wrong to generally 
say that old age is synonymous with sickness and weakness. 

As an older person, you can live your life, enjoy it and fulfill God’s calling no matter what it comes along with. 
God has a special place in His heart for you. He loves and cares for you now as much as when you were young. 
He says, “Even when you’re old, I’ll take care of you. Even when your hair turns gray, I’ll support you. I made 
you and will continue to care for you. I’ll support you and save you. To whom will you compare me and make 
me equal? To whom will you compare me so that we can be alike?” (Isaiah 46:4-5). David says, “I was young 
and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread” (Psalm 37:25). 
David adds, “Even when I am old and gray, do not abandon me, O God. Let me live to tell the people of this 
age what your strength has accomplished, to tell about your power to all who will come. Your righteousness 
reaches to the heavens, O God. You have done great things. O God, who is like you?” (Psalm 71:18-19). 

When you look at your gray hair in the mirror, what do you hear the mirror saying to you? How do you 
perceive your gray or the wrinkles on your ever beautiful face? In case you have bought into the lie of the 
media and your mirror, listen to what the Bible says about you and your gray hair. “Now here is the king 
walking before you, while I’m old and gray, and my sons are with you. I’ve walked before you from my youth 
until this day. Here I am. Testify against me in the Lord’s presence and before his anointed. Whose ox have I 
taken, or whose donkey have I taken? Who have I cheated? Who have I oppressed? Who bribed me to look the 
other way? I’ll restore it to you. ‘They said, “You haven’t cheated us or oppressed us, and you haven’t taken 
anything from anyone’s hand”’ (1 Samuel 12:2-4). Solomon adds, “Gray hair is a crown of splendor; it is 
attained in the way of righteousness” (Proverbs 16:31). Be glad and proud that you are an older adult who is a 
blessed carrier of blessings to bless generations and not a barrier to anyone! Then you can courageously say like 
David, “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful; I know that full 
well” (Psalm 136:14). TO BE CONTINUED! 
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Presbyterian Homes & Services is a nonprofit 
organization and an equal  opportunity 
employer serving older adults through 
community services, housing and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME 
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Building up, reaching out: New project updates 

S enior Housing Partners (SHP), the project 
development arm of PHS, is advancing our vision 

to “provide more choices and opportunities for more 
older adults to live well.” Here are project updates for 
new communities in the making:    

Prairie Gate, Council Bluffs, IA: Prairie Gate 
opened in March 2020. The 17.5 acre campus offers 
senior living, assisted living and memory care 
apartments, and a care center. PrairieGate.org. 

Lexington Landing, Saint Paul, MN: Lexington 
Landing welcomed residents in December 2020 and 
was named a “2020 Top Project” by Finance & 
Commerce business publication. Owned by J. A. 
Wedum Foundation and managed by PHS, Lexington 
Landing offers senior living, assisted living and 
memory care apartments, all with amenities and 
community programs. LexingtonLanding.org. 

Mount Carmel Bluffs, Dubuque, IA: A shared 
ministry with the Sisters of Charity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mount Carmel Bluffs overlooks the 
scenic Mississippi River. In February 2021, residents 
moved into enriched living apartments, memory care 
and care center suites. A second phase will provide 

senior apartments and repurpose the Motherhouse to 
offer town center amenities. 
MountCarmelBluffs.org. 

Flagstone, Eden Prairie, MN: Construction 
continues on a full continuum of senior housing and 
care anticipated to open in fall 2021. Current Castle 
Ridge residents will move to the new location and the 
old building will be demolished to make way for other 
retail and housing. FlagstonePHS.org. 

Future Community at Highland Bridge, St. Paul, 
MN: This new senior community in Highland Bridge, 
a master-plan development on the former Ford Motor 
Company location, will offer a variety of housing 
options and care services for older adults, all near 
retail, parks and paths along the Mississippi River.  

Senior Housing Partners provides consulting and 
project development services to other non-profit 
senior housing organizations across the nation. Visit 
SeniorHousingPartners.com. In the future, we will 
share progress on redevelopment projects at existing 
PHS communities.  


