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I 
n 1938, Dr. Suess published The 500 Hats of 
Bartholomew Cubbins. The plot centers 
on Bartholomew Cubbins's mysterious 

reappearing hats and the attempts of King Derwin's 
courts to rid them from his head once and for all. 
It’s a fantastic story of curiosity, dealing with what 
we can’t control and how good wins in the end. 

Bartholomew Cubbins, resident of 
the Kingdom of Didd, is traveling 
from his home in the cranberry 
bogs to sell berries in town markets 
when he is interrupted by the royal 
procession in the central streets. 
Citizens are ordered to remove their 
hats out of respect for the oncoming 
King, which Bartholomew does. 
However, the King suddenly stops 
and commands Bartholomew to 
remove his hat again! Indeed, 
another hat has appeared there,  
and each time he removes one hat, 
its identical twin appears on his 
head. As you can imagine, the 
mystery continues. 

Very much like Bartholomew, if you have noticed, 
our friend Shirley Vanlaningham has been 

experiencing this same phenomenon. Everyday, she 
wears a beautiful and unique hat made just for her. 
With the same amount of curiosity as the King, we 
need to know about them. 

Shirley shared that she currently is going through 
chemotherapy. She’s been down this road before 
and is a strong woman. This time she knows what to 

expect. “When I drink cold water or 
even pop, my hands start to tingle 
and I feel cold all over,” Shirley 
shared. Mercy Cancer Hospital is 
where she goes for treatment. 
Everyone gets to know each  
other, and people are very kind  
and generous. 

Generous is the secret. As word 
spread that her hair is starting to 
come out now and cooler weather is 
right around the corner, well, a hat 
appeared for her. Then another, and 
another, more and more hats, all for 
Shirley! “I like my hats,” said 

Shirley. “My favorite color is blue.” As you can 
imagine, these hats are lovely, keep her warm and 
Shirley looks beautiful. She says, “I’m feeling good – 
that’s from God.” 

THE MANY HATS  
OF SHIRLEY 

Music on Fridays 
Sept. 3 Glenda Reid-Singer 

Sept. 10 Bobby and Christine-Guitar, percussion 

Sept. 17 Phil Kitze-Guitar, harmonica 

Source seuss.fandom.com 

https://seuss.fandom.com/wiki/Bartholomew_Cubbins
https://seuss.fandom.com/wiki/King_Derwin
https://seuss.fandom.com/wiki/Bartholomew_Cubbins
https://seuss.fandom.com/
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Care Center 

Marlys P.             Sept. 12 

Marjorie K.          Sept. 19 

Merton C.            Sept. 20 

Joyce S.               Sept. 23 

  

Terrace 

Ray A.                  Sept.  4 

Ethel J.                 Sept. 15 

Pat W.                  Sept. 15 

Commons 

Hazel T.                Sept. 8 

Fay M.                  Sept.  9 

David F.               Sept. 10 

Clara H.               Sept. 13 

Nick B.                Sept. 22 

 

Birthday Parties 

Terrace party Sept. 16, 2:00 pm-Activity Center 

Commons party Sept. 21, 2:30 pm-Bistro 

Residents of Maranatha Commons: Oct. 18, 2018 

What I like about Maranatha: We enjoy meeting 

and getting to know all the special residents who 

live here. 

Favorite Hobbies: Max has been a Minister of Music 

for 65 years, belonging to three major churches. 

Dolly was his sidekick! Dolly is a soloist and 

performed all over. She began singing at the age  

of nine. 

About Me: Max and Dolly met at a Sunday School 

Convention in Nashville. Max asked Dolly out for 

breakfast at 6:00 AM! They have been whirling 

together ever since. Max organized eight Holy 

Land tours. His choir performed at The Royal 

Albert Hall in London. 

RESIDENT SPOTLIGHT 

 

CELEBRATING CLARA HOEFT 
BIRTHDAYS IN SEPTEMBER 

Clara’s 100th Birthday Celebration 
Monday, Sept. 13 at 2:30  pm 

Activity Center 

C athy, campus receptionist and glue that holds us 

together, was recognized by several family 

members and staff for her kindness and helpfulness.   

“She welcomes everyone to Maranatha with a smile 

both in person and over the phone.” “She knows her 

job well and how to direct people to whom they are 

looking.” “She is the kindest of all.” “She is always 

very pleasant and very helpful.” “Just a great person 

all around.” 

We agree. Congratulations Cathy! 

Max & Dolly 

Eleiott 

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 

CATHY AEBLY 



CAMPUS PASTOR 

www.maranathaphs.org 

MARANATHA  

YOUR OLD AGE IS NOT A BARRIER BUT A CARRIER OF BLESSING 

C ontinuing our topic as stated above, this month our focus turns to an older adult whose life was 

bedeviled with a series of devastating challenges. This person is Naomi. Not very many people 

know or talk about Naomi. In fact, her name is mentioned like a footnote to the biblical story of Ruth. 

She is not normally remembered. However, she made the way for her foreign and loyal daughter in-law 

(Ruth) to climb the ladder to prominence. There are some other salient lessons to be learned from the 

life of Naomi. Of particular significance is how she used her age, experience and wisdom to be a 

blessing to Ruth and subsequently to the entire world. Remember that the marriage of Boaz and Ruth 

paved the way for the birth of Israel’s great king, David and subsequently, the Savior of the world, 

Jesus Christ. What lesson can we learn from the life of Naomi? 

Naomi was able to be real with God amid the storms of life: The story clearly shows that the 

circumstances that befell Naomi were some of the worst anyone can go through in life. Naomi never 

pretended, either before God or human beings, that what she was going through was part of life and she 

must accept it with thanksgiving never expressing how she really felt. That was not how she treated the 

situation. She was honest enough to express how hurt she was and how the situation negatively twisted 

her life and world. She faced it and named it as it was without any shred of pretense. This is obviously 

seen in her response to the welcoming statements of the women of Bethlehem (Ruth 1:19b-22). She is 

an example of an older adult whose life goes through diverse tests; yet she never bottled her feelings 

within her, which could have had some devastating effects on her emotional, spiritual, and physical 

life. Amid her pain, she found a channel of expressing her beaten voice to God whom she believed was 

listening and understanding all she had to say. 

One of the critical things that characterize the life of the older adults is their history and stories of some 

very horrible things that had happened to them in life. Some of them have been harboring such 

experiences close to their hearts. They feel talking about such things will further hurt them and others 

or make them be seen as failing, faithless and weak Christians. They keep pretending that all is well 

and show a superficial bold faith, whereas right within them they know that all is not well. It is 

therefore important for all (older adults, young people, the church, those involved in older adults’ 

ministry, etc.) to take a cue from this Old Testament honest older adult, Naomi, by always being honest 

with ourselves, God, and others about our situation. People must be helped to find means of expressing 

their hurt and laments instead of suppressing them because of the fear of being labelled and shamed. 

Even the Bible itself encourages this important fact. This makes us human and invites divine 

intervention in our most difficult and impossible situations. A classic hymn reminds us  to “come to the 

Garden alone while the dew is still on the roses.” Just be yourself!  

Maranatha provided a sacred space for you in the chapel at the back right side. Go there and pour your 

heart to the Lord Jesus Christ. He loves and cares for you! He is willing to listen and restore your lost 

hope and fortune (Psalm 85).  

TO BE CONTINUED. 
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Presbyterian Homes & Services is a nonprofit 

organization and an equal  opportunity 

employer serving older adults through 

community services, housing and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME 

Mark your Calendar! Active Aging Week: October 4-10 

C elebrating aging and the benefits of active 

living at any age, Active Aging Week 

showcases the capabilities of older adults as fully 

participating members of society and promotes the 

benefits of a healthy lifestyle. Presbyterian Homes 

& Services vision of  “providing more choices and 

opportunities for more older adults to live well,” 

shapes Active Aging Week in our communities with 

opportunities for you to discover how you can 

continue living well. 

Mark your calendar for a week of activities, 

October 4-10.  

Each day of the week will feature one of the Seven 

Dimensions of Wellness: physical, social, 

intellectual, emotional, vocational, environmental 

and spiritual, demonstrating the unity of the 

different departments that support you on a day to 

day basis. Throughout the week, we will explore 

your personal wellness goals while providing 

opportunities to re-connect and learn more about the 

community surrounding you. 

Initiated in 2003 by the International Council on 

Active Aging®, the weeklong observation calls 

attention to and wholeheartedly celebrates the 

positivity of aging today. Active Aging Week 

challenges society’s diminished expectations of 

aging by showing that, regardless of age or health 

conditions, older adults can live as fully as possible 

in all areas of life. The objective of the annual 

health-promotion event is to give as many older 

adults as possible the means to experience wellness 

activities and exercise in a safe, supportive 

environment. It also promotes the benefits of 

healthier, more active lifestyles across the life span. 

Watch for more information this month and check 

your calendars next month to see what great 

activities are planned for Active Aging Week at 

your community. 

Postmaster: address correction requested. 


