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I 
 like many of you have some happy childhood memories.  

I was born in 1931 at a �me in history when jobs were scarce and money was needed for necessi�es. 

When I was seven or eight, I wanted a two-wheel bike in the worst way. It happened that the 

Minneapolis newspaper had a promo�on that if you got so many people to subscribe to the newspaper — I 

am not sure how many — you would win a bike! My wonderful mother did this  

for me. 

If I live to be 100, I will never forget the day my mother took the streetcar down to the newspaper office (we 

did not have a car) and the sight of my mother riding my NEW bike all the way home from downtown. This 

was only one among many things she did that made my childhood so happy. 

I am telling you this story to remind myself and you that we never know how a kind word or deed will 

influence a person’s life. Every day I am thankful for every li.le thing God has provided. If some days do not 

go as well, I at least know I am not in it alone. 

Phyllis Loppnow, Maranatha Terrace Resident 

Faith Story 
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Sister Mary 

and  

li.le Phyllis 

Mother 

Florence 



Maranatha 

September Birthdays Friday Entertainment 

Terrace 

Karen H. Sept.16 

Judy H. Sept. 26 

Karen H. Sept.27 

 

Commons 

Ray A. Sept. 4 

Fay M. Sept. 9 

David F. Sept. 10 

Clara H. Sept.13 

Nick B.  Sept. 22 

 

Care Center 

Carol S. Sept. 15 

Joyce S. Sept. 23 

Cheryl B. Sept. 25 

Barbara H. Sept. 29 

 

Terrace - Tuesday  

Sept. 20 at 2:00pm 

 

Commons - Tuesday 

Sept. 13 at 2:30pm 

 

Care Center - Tuesday 

Sept. 22 at 2:30pm 
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C ome and join the fun EVERY Friday for 

wonderful musical performances and exci�ng 

entertainment. All are welcome to the Maranatha 

Chapel, Fridays at 2:30pm. 

 

September performances: 

  2 - Mary Franz , Guitar 

  9 - Bobby and Chris�ne, Guitar and Percussion 

16 - Tyler Linton, Magic Show 

23 - Vinnie Rose, Guitar 

30 - Glenda Reid, Singer 

Creating Smiles 



Promoting Harmony Among God’s Children! (Part Two)  

I  welcome all our esteemed staff, residents, and their families into this blessed month of September. I know 

we all looked forward to being here because it is the month that connects us with the “...EMBER” months. 

This tells us of the interconnec�vity of the months of the year. Life is all about the interconnectedness and 

interdependence that exists between people and things that have divergent disposi�ons or characteris�cs.  

Therefore, in our community (Maranatha), we recognize the enormous and unprecedented giI that God 

graciously endows us with diversity. As we celebrate this giI, we are also aware that if it is not spiritually 

managed, it could be damaged to the detriment of our wonderful community. In our bid to manage it well, we 

are using Paul’s candid counsel to one of the first century’s most diverse churches on how to promote and live 

in harmony with one another regardless of where they are in the journey of life.  

Last month we saw 11 ingredients of promo�ng Harmony among God’s people (please, refer to the August 

Newsle.er). This month, we shall con�nue with other ingredients as outlined by Paul, thus:  

• Sharing with the Lord’s people who are in need (v. 13a)  

• Prac�cing hospitality (v. 13b)  

• Blessing and not cursing those who persecute you (v. 14)  

• Rejoicing with those who rejoice; and mourning with those who mourn (v. 15)  

• Inten�onally living in harmony with one another (v. 16a)  

• Avoiding pride and conceit (v. 16b, d)  

• Willingness to associate with people of low posi�on (v. 16c)  

• Not repaying anyone evil for evil (v. 17a)  

• Being careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone (v. 17b)  

• Living in peace as much as possible and as it depends on you (v. 18)  

• Not taking revenge, but leaving room for God’s wrath (v. 19)   

• Killing your enemies with the acts of random kindness: “If your enemy is hungry, feed 

him/her, if he/she is thirsty, give him/her something to drink. In doing this, you will heap 

burning coals on his head (v. 20).  

• Not being overcome by evil, but overcoming evil with good  

These ingredients and the ones men�oned in our August Newsle.er are not exhaus�ve when it comes to 

promo�ng and living in harmony among God’s people. God invites us to play our individual roles by ensuring 

that our community becomes a very welcoming, hospitable, rela�onal and serene environment to thrive. We 

all can make Maranatha our home.  

May I conclude with Paul’s admoni�on to the Ephesian church, “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to 

live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be pa�ent, bearing one 

another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one 

body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one 

bap�sm;  one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all” (Eph. 4:1-5). To learn more, read 

Romans 12:9-21. 

Pastor Bitrus Bamai 

 Page 3 MaranathaPHS.org 

Maranatha 



Maranatha                                                 

5401 69th Avenue North                                           

Brooklyn Center, MN 55429 

763-549-9600 

MaranathaPHS.org 

 Page 4 September 2022 

Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 
nonprofit organiza�on and an equal 
opportunity employer serving older 
adults through community services, 
housing, and health care.  

What’s the news?  You’re reading it! 

W elcome to the redesigned Presbyterian 

Homes & Services (PHS) community 

newsle.er. This fresh look reflects the PHS brand 

that is seen in other PHS publica�ons, including 

the living op�on brochures, loca�on guide, new 

resident packets, PresHomes.org and more.  

Several months ago, we asked residents to 

complete a community newsle.er reader survey. 

The survey gave us valuable insight for 

improvements. Based on the responses, this new 

design aims to raise the quality of the newsle.er 

by improving the ease of reading with simple and 

clean graphic elements, layout and typeface.   

The newsle.er features ar�cles, announcements 

and informa�on that are unique, relevant and 

important to your PHS community. This 

publica�on gives you community developments, 

messages from staff members, resident stories, 

poems and experiences and encouragement for 

wellness and spiritual growth. It also invites you 

to celebrate special events such as par�es, 

birthdays and ou�ngs, to share the joy of recent 

events (especially photos!), to welcome new 

residents and, above all, to strengthen the fabric 

of your community’s life together.  

This is YOUR newsle.er, a communica�on format 

meant to serve you and your neighbors. If you 

have ideas that would improve this publica�on or 

would consider becoming a contributor, please 

be in touch with your community’s leadership.  

We hope you enjoy your new community 

newsle.er! When you're done reading,  

pass it on! 


