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Mission 
The mission of Presbyterian Homes & Services  

is to honor God by enriching the lives and  
touching the hearts of older adults. 

Vision 
To provide more choices and opportunities  

for more older adults to live well. 

Values 
Christian Culture - Reflect the love of God 
Ready & Engaged People - Create ownership 
  & utilize strengths 
Operational Integrity - Do what we said we  
  would do 
Service Excellence - Create an exceptional  
  customer experience 
Stewardship - Optimize resources and  
  expand ministry 

A Month of Thanksgiving 

Preparing for this month’s newsletter, I searched 
online for the topic “gratitude during COVID.”  I 
found links to articles, music, videos and books about 
how people have not only survived but even tried to 
thrive during this pandemic. So much was similar to 
what we have done here at McKenna Crossing. We 
have found new ways to deliver services, even door-
to-door when necessary. We brought exercise classes, 
weekly worship, Bible studies, movies, videos and 
documentaries, our Resident Meeting and even  
BINGO into your homes on new, designated TV 
channels. About one year after the beginnings of 
COVID we were blessed with the opportunity to get 
people vaccinated. Miss Minnesota spoke and sang 
for us and then visited many people in their own 
apartments in March of 2021. Then in May 2021 the 
NOTEable Singers performed in our front courtyard 
on Armed Forces Day. All small steps forward. Now 
we are exercising and worshipping in person, going 
out on the bus, watching movies together in the 
Theater and trying our best to stay happy and healthy. 
Looking back at where we have been, I am indeed 
thankful this month. I wish each of you a very nice 
Thanksgiving, and look forward to Christmas! 
 - Kevin O’Donnell, Life Enrichment Director 

A reflective Jerome on the riverboat 
ride on the St. Croix River 
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PASTOR KAREN’S CORNER 
As Jesus entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, 
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the 
priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back, praising God with a loud voice.  Luke 17: 12-15 
 

T his may be one of the years that we relate to the nine who were made clean. Running off without looking 
back to who did the healing. Not noticing what’s been changed in our lives. Just wanting to move on. Not 

thanking Jesus.     
This month begins the season we are more mindful of being thankful. I look back over the year and it began 
with us still in restricted life and waiting on the vaccines. Hope was in the air. There would be a way to stop 
this disease of Covid, and we could all resume normal life. Hugging our families, going to concerts, plays, and 
school events. No more masks or worries of a deadly disease.  
We are not there. Are we? We have the vaccines to keep the disease at bay. Now it seems it’s going to take 
much effort to stop this thing. There are still too many getting sick and dying. As much as the we want to 
pretend, the normal we hoped for hasn’t come.   
I’m not an expert on how to stop this disease. I may have my thoughts. I’m certain those thoughts would lead 
me running away from Jesus. Healing not complete.  
I wonder then how I can be restored in life that still feels off center.   
This season of thanksgiving, we may need to reflect what did happen this year that gave us life. What brought 
us out of fear (at least for a moment) and gave us opportunities to celebrate. Enjoy. See our whole selves and 
how God heals us. Even when Covid still lingers.   
It is found in all the ordinary. Family. Sunrises and sunsets. Turkeys and deer grazing in the fields. Clean 
apartments. Loving staff. Playing bingo. Watching a good movie. The list is long. These moments are  
ordinary and made extraordinary when we are thankful.   
I am also thankful for the extraordinary. God in Jesus Christ coming down in the world and revealing how we 
are truly blessed. We truly are.   
 
Blessings on your season of thanksgiving. May we find ourselves running to Jesus and being fully healed! 

-Rev. Karen Treat, Pastor at McKenna Crossing   
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Your PHS Family 

A s you know, your community is blessed with 
dedicated and supportive employees who chose 

to serve. Many of you have asked how to help during 
this time of workforce challenges. A way to help and 
show your gratitude for their service is to make a 
charitable gift to support employees. PHS has 
created a variety of ways for your charitable gifts 
to touch the hearts of employees: 

Shining Star: Has an employee provided you 
with exceptional service? You will brighten 
their day by making a Shining Star gift to 
honor them. They will receive a special pin to 
wear on their name badge. Check with your 
site leaders for a brochure. 

Employee Hardship: This PHS fund helps 
employees facing an extreme financial crisis. 

Employee Education Assistance: Help 
employees at your community grow in their 
service to you by funding scholarships. 

Employee Appreciation: During the year your 
community provides creative ways to thank 
all employees. 

Your PHS family also includes your neighbors. 
Gifts to resident benevolence, greatest needs and 
spiritual life enrich your experiences as neighbors 
and friends.  

If you feel called this giving season, your PHS 
community will greatly benefit from your charitable 
gift. Whether it’s supporting employees or the 
neighbors and experiences that bring joy to your life 
(or both!), your gift of any size is important and 
touches hearts. We can’t emphasize this enough! 

We are here to help. For assistance, please call the 
Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6408 or 
651-631-6418. Giving directly to PHS ensures 100% 
of your gift helps your community. Thank you for all 
you do to make your Presbyterian Homes community 
a welcoming home for you, your neighbors and  
PHS employees.  

 
You are special and we are grateful for you! 

Here are 11 fun facts to get your 
friends & family talking over 

Thanksgiving dinner:  
 
1. Abraham Lincoln issued a “Thanksgiving 

Proclamation” on October 3, 1863 and 
officially set aside the last Thursday of November 
as the national day for Thanksgiving.   

2. Benjamin Franklin wanted the turkey to be 
the United States national bird instead of the bald 
eagle!  

3. Turkeys can run up to 20 miles per hour.   
4. Turkey’s ears are small holes in the 

head located behind the eyes. Their hearing can 
pinpoint sounds from a mile away.  

5. A Turkey’s eye position allows the animal to see 
two objects at once but limits its depth 
perception. Turkeys can have a 360-degree field 
of view.  

6. The Snood is the flap of skin that hangs over 
the turkey's beak that turns bright red when the 
turkey is upset or during courtship.  

7. The annual Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade 
tradition began in 1924 and featured floats, 
clowns, bands and a few zoo animals.  

8. The average weight of a turkey 
purchased at Thanksgiving is 15 pounds.   

9. The heaviest turkey ever raised was 86 pounds.   
10. A 15-pound turkey usually has about 70 percent 

white meat and 30 percent dark meat.   
11. Male Turkeys are called “Toms” or “Gobblers”. 

Female Turkeys are called “Hens”. Baby 
Turkeys are called “poults”.  

  
    Happy Thanksgiving to all!  -Lisa Teske 
 

 



SOLLC Worship Times  
In Person Worship (8:30am and 10:00am in the 
SOLLC Worship Center)  

‘Around the Table’ Online (Facebook LIVE) 
Worship at 9am & 5pm. Recordings of these services 
may be watched on Facebook and YouTube after  
these times. 

Hear the weekly sermon at: 952-230-1030 

Pastoral Visits to McKenna Crossing 
Bible Study - Mondays via Zoom at 3:30pm;  

Weekly Worship Services - Wednesdays, Worship 
in the McKenna Crossing Chapel / Community 
Room and TV Channel 993. Holy Communion is 
offered on the 4th Wednesday of each month. 
    (please see weekly schedules) 

Church Pastors 
Dan Poffenberger, Senior Pastor 
Karen Treat, Pastor of Care Ministries                 
and to McKenna Crossing  
Laila Barr, Pastor of Lifelong Learning 
Korla Masters, Pastor of Outreach and 
Stewardship 
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Shepherd of  
the Lake  

Lutheran Church 
(SOLLC) News 

Catholic Connection 
Catholic Rosary prayers in the McKenna Crossing Club Lounge with resident volunteer Dan 
Rudolph at: 9:30 am on Wednesdays and Fridays. All are welcome! 

Deacon Dick Roy from St. Michael Catholic Church  will offer  Catholic Communion in the 
Club Lounge on the first and third Thursdays of the month at 9:30 am in the Chapel/Community 
Room. There will not be Catholic Communion on the Thursdays we have Catholic Mass (see below). 

Julie and Marc will offer Catholic Communion on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month. 

Catholic Mass with Father Tom will be offered on the first Thursday of odd-numbered months at 9:30 am 
in the Chapel/Community Room. That will be on Thursday, November 4!  

McKenna Crossing  
Pathway Café  

 The McKenna Pathway Café is accepting  
cash again! 

 McKenna Crossing Pathway Café serves one 
hot item daily, soups, salads and sandwiches. 
Bottled beverages and desserts are available.  

 The General Store is stocked with necessities and 
niceties. The store sells stamps and provides all 
sizes of Priority Mail envelopes and boxes. 

 If there are specialty items needed, personal 
shopping can be requested from the Café staff for 
anything that Sam’s Club or Walmart stocks, with 
the exception of alcohol.  Please get your special 
orders to Café staff by 12:00pm on Tuesday.   
Place “special orders” via email  
(dmahowald@preshomes.org)  or in person in  
the Café. 

 Dry cleaning is available again, with Tuesday  
and Friday pick-ups. 

S  H  
Monday–Friday: 9:30 am–3:00pm  

C  H  
Grab-and-go and hot lunch items are available 
Monday–Friday, 11:00 am–1:30 pm 
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Themed Fridays in November 
November 5: ‘Sports Jersey’  Theme  

November 12: Veteran’s Day Theme  

November 19: ‘Orange’ Theme 

November 26: ‘Thanksgiving’ Theme  

Upcoming Events 
December 1: SOLLC Kids Holiday Art Project 

December 2: “Christmas of Swing” Show 

December 3: Monthly Birthday Party (a week early) 

December 4: NoteAble Singers Concert  

December 7: VFW Free Turkey Lunch 

December 8: SOLLC Kids Christmas Concert 

December 9: SOLLC Kids Christmas Concert 

December 10: OboeBass Musical Program - 

 “The Stories of the Carols” 

December 15: “A Rat Pack Christmas” 

December 18: “Medora Christmas” Concert 

December 25: Christmas  

 

November Events 
Week of November 1: McKenna Veterans “Wall 
of Honor” photos go up in the Community Room 

November 1: Shakopee Shopping Trip 

November 2: Election Day 

November 3: McKenna Crossing  
 Memorial Service at 2:00pm 

November 4: Catholic Mass with Father Tom 

November 4: Lunch and Bakken Museum Tour 

November 5: OboeBass Musical Program 

 “The Classical and Jazzy Nutcracker” 

November 6: James Shaw Piano Concert  

November 6: 204th Army Band at Masonic  
 Theater 

November 7: Daylight Savings Time Ends 

November 8: Savage Shopping Trip 

November 11: Veteran’s Day 

November 12: Monthly Birthday Party with  
 Daniel Wascoe and Baibi Vegners  

November 14: Eden Prairie Mall Shopping Trip 

November 17: Book Fellowship with author Amy 
Pendino to discuss her book “The Witness Tree” 

November 18: “Flyover America” and “Flyover 
Hawaii” and lunch outing at Mall of America 

November 25: Thanksgiving 

    * Christmas Trees start going up at McKenna  



Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 952-230-3300 
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South Metro Credit Union  
will be open to meet with individuals  

by appointment with a schedule to be  
determined and posted soon. 

Main Branch 

2573 Credit Union Drive 
Prior Lake, MN 55372 

P 952-445-0888, ext. 759 
F 952-445-6487 

Other Branch Location 
8001 Old Carriage Ct. N., Suite A  
Shakopee, MN 55379  

Online Banking and Info 
www.southmet.com 

November Birthdays 
November 4 

Shirley Brachmann 

November 7 
Donald Stone 

November 8 
Ken Greening 

November 9 
Daniel Rudolph 

November 13 
MaryAnn Falk 

Dona Heesaker 

November 15 
Doug Farrell 

November 16 
Karen Chimento 

November 19 
Joan Stone 

November 20 
Ellie Pekarna 

November 23 
William Cooper 

Lois Johnson 

November 25 
Mary Balow 

November 26 
Darlene Brabec 

November 28 
Phyllis Tan 

November 29 
Wallace Wolff 

 
The SOLLC handicap door to 
McKenna is unlocked: 
Mon. - Fri. 8 am - 4 pm 
Sat. and Sun. 8 am - Noon   



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 
nonprofit organization and an equal 
opportunity employer serving older 
adults through community services, 
housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 
ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

McKenna Crossing 
13810 Shepherd’s Path 
Prior Lake, MN 55379 

952-230-3300 

www.mckennacrossing.org 

Grateful words from Dan Lindh, President & CEO 
“I thank my God every time I think of you. For in all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.” ~ Philippians 1:3-5  

D uring this past year, many of our people have 
shared their “We Will” stories. These stories 

provide great examples of significant service and 
teamwork that have been impactful for you and all 
the older adults we serve. My heart is filled with 
gratitude and thanksgiving for how so many fulfill 
the PHS mission, “to honor God by enriching the 
lives and touching the hearts of older adults.” Their 
“stories” inspire all of us who have heard them and 
residents and family members throughout our 
organization also express their gratitude.  

Enduring through trials is not for the faint of heart. I 
am grateful for our residents, families, employees, 
volunteers and supporters, and the difference we 
can make together. The times we serve in are very 
challenging — with staffing issues, COVID 
concerns, regulatory changes and more. Your 
resilience in face of these challenging times 
reinforces how special you are. So, thank you! 

My hope is that this season of difficulties will not 
get us down. I find this hope whenever I see the 

presence of God and the work of the Spirit in our 
ministry every day. I have faith that we will again 
get back to simpler days, consumed not by these big 
issues, but in the joy of working and living together 
in a community of grace. We can be grateful to God 
for the gift of another day filled with promise. And, 
we who serve you stand joyfully towards life and 
these opportunities we have working in your home. 

I leave you with two reminders from scripture and 
my own prayer life: 

From Hebrews 13:15-17, “Through Jesus, 
therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice 
of praise – the fruit of lips that openly profess His 
name. And, do not forget to do good and to share 
with others, for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased.” 

And from 1 Chronicles 16:34, “Give thanks to the 
Lord, for He is good, His love endures forever.” 

In service to Christ and you, 

  


