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T he rush of this past year’s late holiday season, 
with Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years all 

falling within five weeks, made for a fun and frenzied 
time. So it was with deep gratitude and some 
amazement that we experienced the efforts of 
Resident Assistant Laura Osterdyk. Laura is well-
loved by residents and staff at McKenna Crossing. 
She has worked in most of the areas of McKenna 
Crossing but feels most connected with The Arbor 
(living option for persons with memory loss.) Laura 
describes it this way: 

“I was born and raised in Shakopee. I graduated from 
high school and began working for McKenna. Now, I 
have been here for over 2 years. I have worked in 
every unit, but my favorite is The Arbor. This holiday 
season I have taken it upon myself to decorate The 
Arbor for Christmas. Christmas is my favorite time of 
year and it is the same for many of our residents. 
Many of our residents don’t make it out of The Arbor 
area much during the holidays. So, I wanted to bring 
them holiday cheer. It was amazing how all the 
residents light up when seeing the decorations. As I 
started to set up the Christmas tree, residents 
gathered around and started advising me where to put 
the decorations. I wanted to make The Arbor truly feel 
like home for the holidays.” 

Laura, you succeeded. It has never looked so lovely, 
and we all thank you sincerely.—Kevin O’Donnell 

Mission 

The mission of Presbyterian Homes & Services  

is to honor God by enriching the lives and  

touching the hearts of older adults. 

Vision 

To provide more choices and opportunities  
for more older adults to live well. 

Values 

Christian Culture - Reflect the love of God 
Ready & Engaged People - Create ownership & 
  utilize strengths 
Operational Integrity - Do what we said we would do 
Service Excellence - Create an exceptional  
 customer experience 
Stewardship - Optimize resources and expand ministry 

Employee Spotlight 
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Giving is Good for You, Too 

T hank you for making a difference through your 

charitable giving in 2019. Your gifts are 

meaningful to other residents and employees at your 

community. Please take a moment to consider how 

your generous sharing is helping you, too…because it 

does!  These are some benefits that you may 

experience: 

Giving provides a sense of purpose, which is linked 

to identity.  

Phases of life provide us with different defining roles, 

like employee or parent. As life moves forward, we 

may feel less connected to some roles. Volunteering 

and giving are roles that have staying power, though. 

Studies show that these roles enhance an overall sense 

of purpose and identity. 

Giving may aid overall health.  

Research has shown that giving can create happy 

feelings, lessen chronic pain and lower blood pressure 

for some. Sharing our time usually enhances our 

social lives, which in turn can positively affect our 

long-term health. 

Altruism is contagious.  

It is often observed that when one person performs a 

good deed, it causes a chain reaction of other good 

deeds. 

The positives created by volunteering your time, 

money and energy doesn’t just benefit your PHS 

community, they benefit you as well! As 2020 begins, 

what plans might you have for your giving this year? 

We give thanks to residents, family members, friends 

and employees who made charitable gifts to 

Presbyterian Homes & Services during the holiday 

season. Every gift makes a difference. We are grateful 

for you and for your giving spirit.  

Please feel free to contact Steve Preus at 651-631-

6106  (office) or 612-968-1331  (mobile) if we can be 

of assistance to you this year. 

The McKenna Crossing Choir sings at a Worship Service 
at Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church! 

James Shaw entertains with stories, musical history,  
piano music and singing on the Hearth. 
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And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,  

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  ~John 1: 14 (NRSV) 

A  couple of years ago, I came upon an article from the National Public Radio.  The article “After 

living without God for a year, former pastor no longer believes” (article link below) was the 

follow-up of the 2014 resolution from a skeptic Seventh-day Adventist pastor who had said he needed 

to live for one year without God. 

As of January 1, 2015, former pastor Ryan Bell no longer needed to believe in God.  

This former pastor and his crisis of faith, and the consequence of his attempt to resolve his own crisis, 

is quite remarkable.  

There is plenty to discuss theologically regarding Pastor Ryan and his conclusion to live without God.  

Outside of being saddened by this story, I think what struck me most of this New Year’s resolution was 

how it might be to no longer live with a lens of seeing God’s grace abounding in the world.  Ryan 

would no longer look for God but would only see what was actually seen and dismiss what he may 

feel. What we might find to give life and light to a difficult and troubling world, he finds to take too 

much energy to contemplate.   

One wonders what the former pastor, who is now a director of a center caring for the homeless, 

experiences when he serves the people on the edges of the community who need a home. Whose face 

does he see when he brings a blanket to those who are cold?  Who does he celebrate when a job has 

been found for a long unemployed veteran?  What light is revealed as he counsels someone in the 

midst of grief and sadness?   

We are closing the Christmas season and beginning a new year. Reading a portion of John’s prologue 

above gives just a glimpse and prelude to fully see what it meant for the Word to become flesh and 

dwell among us.   

The prologue gives us a lens, a framework to live out in our lives.  

We have a God who wants to have a deeper more intimate relationship with us. God is not outside  

of our lives but lives within and among us. In our more desperate moments and our most  

celebrated occasions.   

With the lens of seeing Christ in the world, when we encounter each other in the store, at work and at 

home. We experience Christ and God’s grace in the small moments of life such as the cry of a newborn 

baby, the hug from family and a meal with a friend. It is in the exchanges we have at our Bible studies 

and book clubs. That grace gives us life and light. 

What’s more, with this lens we can hold a grateful heart to living a life with God! 

Blessings to you in 2020, 

Rev. Karen Treat, Pastor to McKenna Crossing  

Link to article: https://www.npr.org/2014/12/27/373298310/after-year-of-atheism-former-pastor-i-dont-think-god-exists 
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Pastor Karen’s Corner 
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National Volunteer  
Blood Donor Month 

E very day, blood donors help patients of all agesIn 
fact, every two seconds, someone in the U.S. 
needs blood. 

On December 31, 1969, President Richard Nixon 
signed a proclamation designating January as National 
Volunteer Blood Donor month.  The proclamaioin 
states, “Genuine concern for his fellow man has 
always distinguished the American citizen. That 
concern finds daily expression in countless acts of 
voluntary service to the less fortunate, the sick, and 
the injured. No manifestation of this generosity of 
spirit is more expressive, and no gift more priceless in 
time of personal crisis, than the donation of one’s 
blood. The voluntary blood donor truly gives life 
itself.” 

January is an appropriate month to observe this 
important national event. First, it is traditionally a 
month of significant need. Elective surgeries are often 
postponed during the busy holiday season and 
scheduled during the month of January.  As a result, 
the need for blood donation increases in the first full 
winter month.  In addition, it is a time for declaring 
resolutions for change in our lives.  What better 
resolution than to donate blood – making a lifesaving 
difference for others?   

Source:redcrossblood.org 

-Lisa Teske, Fitness Director 

Thanks for the help this year, guys! 

Christmas Party Pics! 
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SOLLC Worship Times 
Sunday Worship is held weekly at  
8:30 and 10:30 am and 5:00 pm (started October 6, 2019) 

Large print bulletins and hearing devices 

can be requested and picked up at the Welcome 

Center front desk when you come to worship. 

Pastoral Visits to McKenna Crossing* 

Bible Study - Tuesdays, 11:00 am in Club Lounge 

Arbor Worship Services - Wednesdays, 1:00 pm 

Weekly Worship Services - Wednesdays, 2:00 pm in 
the McKenna Crossing Chapel 

McKenna Choir sings monthly—Check schedule 

*One-to-one visits as requested and needed 

Church Pastors 

Dan Poffenberger, Senior Pastor 

Karen Treat, Pastor of Care Ministries                 
and to McKenna Crossing  

Laila Barr, Pastor of Lifelong Learning 

Adam Teske, Pastor of Children, Youth,  
and Family Ministries.  

Korla Masters, Pastor of Outreach and Stewardship 

Shepherd of  
the Lake  

Lutheran Church 
(SOLLC) News 

             The Catholic Connection 
 Rosary at McKenna Crossing: 9:30 am Mondays and Wednesdays in the Chapel, 

Fridays in the Club Lounge. There is also Rosary prayer on Wednesdays at 10:30 am 
in The Arbor  

 Catholic Communion with Deacon Dick Roy: 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 9:30 am 
in the McKenna Crossing Chapel 

 (NEW!) Catholic Confession (1:00pm) and Mass (1:30pm) with Father Jim Van 
Dorn on the 4th Friday of (most) months  

 Visits (including Eucharist) by Catholic volunteers in The Hearth (4th Floor):  
Mondays, Bob Scheelerr 

McKenna Crossing  
Pathway Café  

 McKenna Crossing Pathway Café serves two 
hot items daily, soups, salads and sandwiches. 
Pathway Café also offers, in addition to the 
salad bar, select deli sandwiches and soups 
already offered. Bottled beverages and desserts  
are available.  

 The General Store is stocked with necessities 
and niceties. The store sells stamps and 
provides all sizes of Priority Mail envelopes 
and boxes. 

 If there are specialty items needed, personal 
shopping can be requested from the Café staff 
for anything that Sam’s Club or Walmart 
stocks, with the exception of alcohol. 

 Dry cleaning is available with Tuesday  
and Friday pick-ups. 

Store Hours 

Monday – Friday: 9:30 am -3:00pm  
 
Café Hours 

Grab-and-go and hot lunch items are available 

Monday – Friday: 11:00 am-1:30 pm 

Salad Bar is available  

Monday – Friday: 11:00 am-1:30 pm 
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January 1  - Happy New Year! 

January 2  - Deacon Dick Catholic Communion 
 
            - Life Enrichment Committee 
 
              - History DVD 

January 6 -  Shakopee shopping trip 

January 8  - Hocokata Ti - Mdewakanton Sioux 
  cultural center tour 

  - Resident Council (rescheduled) 

January 9  - WXYZ  Senior Potluck  
  - Geography DVD 

January 10 - Monthly Birthday Party  
 
January 11  -  ‘Deal Me In’ Card Group 
 
January 14  - Legacy Project Begins 
  - Schwan’s Visit 
January 15  - Choir Practice in Chapel 

  - Dining Committee 

January 16  - Deacon Dick Catholic Communion 

  - Leon Tech Talk 

January 20  - Martin Kuther King Jr Day 
  - Ladies’ Coffee and Chat 
  - Savage Area Shopping 
  - Book Fellowship  
January 21 - Resident Free Pancake Breakfast 
  - Caring Visitors Meeting 

January 22 - “Rainy Days and Monday” concert 
      at the Masonic Center Theater 

  - ENRICH Arts Program   

January 23  - Monthly Resident Meeting 

  - Leon Tech Talk 

  - Employee Holiday Party 

January 24  - Father Jim Van Dorn Catholic  
 Confession and Catholic Mass 

January 25  - Chinese New Year 

January 26  - McKenna Crossing  
   Monthly Hymn Sing  

January 27  - Men’s Breakfast and Chat 

January 31  - SPCO Vivaldi’s Four Seasons 

Happy New Year! 

Coming Attractions! 

I n addition to the January events listed on this page, 
here are some upcoming McKenna Crossing, 

SOLLC and River Valley YMCA highlights: 

February 19   “Mamma Mia” at the Chanhassen 
 Dinner Theater 

March 6   SPCO Beethoven’s 7th Symphony:  

 What Makes It So Great? 

March 11 “From the King, For the King” at the 
Masonic Theater 

March 18  “Mister Jim” at SOLLC  

March 20 “The Singing Cowgirl” concert in the 
Conservatory 

April 15 “Breaking Up Is Hard To Do” at the 
Masonic Theater 

April 17 Don Irwin Piano Concert 

April 29  “The Music Man” at the  Chanhassen 
Dinner Theater 

May 2 “The Note-Able Singers” concert 

May 12 Legacy Project Presentation 

May 13 “The Dixie Swim Club” at the Old 
Log Theater 

June 17 “Back to the 50’s Day” with classic 
cars and “Encore Elvis” 

August 19 “The Piano Man” at the Masonic 
Theater 

 “State Fair Day” at McKenna  

August 21 “Bobby and Christine” Outdoor 
Concert 

September 25 “Shawn Sweeney” Outdoor Concert 

Mark Your Calendars… 



Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 952-230-3300 
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Open at McKenna Crossing  
Every Wednesday  

9:00 am – 12:00 noon 

Main Branch 

2573 Credit Union Drive 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

P 952-445-0888, ext. 759 

F 952-445-6487 

Other Branch Location 

8001 Old Carriage Ct. N., Suite A  

Shakopee, MN 55379  

Online Banking and Info 

www.southmet.com 

Themed Fridays in JANUARY 

January 3: Silver Theme 
January 10: Black Theme 
January 17: Animal Print Theme 

January 24: Bright Color Theme 
January 31: Football Theme 

January Birthdays 
January 2 

Wayne Munson 

January 7 
Richard Carlson 

January 17 
Carole Peacock 

January 19 
John Keesling 

January 23 
Kiyo Lange 

January 24 
Judy Lenz 

January 26 
Deb Olson 

January 27 
John Skoog 

January 28 
Vern Discher 

Janet Pritchard 

January 31 
Lohart Renner 

 
 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

McKenna Crossing 

13810 Shepherd’s Path 

Prior Lake, MN 55379 

952-230-3300 

www.mckennacrossing.org 

Our priorities uphold your freedom to live well 

P resbyterian Homes & Services (PHS) has 
identified focus areas for 2020 and the years 

ahead that advance our vision and values. These 
priorities are driven by an enduring commitment to 
live out our mission, “to honor God by enriching the 
lives and touching the hearts of older adults.” We 
want to share some of these priorities with you.  

Ranked as the 4th largest non-profit senior living 
provider in the U.S., we remain committed to grow to 
80 communities by 2035 to meet expanding needs and 
to triple the reach of our services that extend into the 
broader community. With 15 distinct living options 
and service divisions, PHS has one of the broadest 
arrays of services of any provider in the nation, all 
intended to expand choices and ease transitions for 
each person we serve. Our priorities also include 
deepening life enrichment, wellness and volunteerism 
because we know that you don’t just want to live, you 
want to live well. 

As co-owner of Genevive, PHS continues to expand 
in-home geriatric primary care. Coupled with 
Medicare Advantage plans designed for eligible 

residents, health care coverage and services are made 
available to more older adults. This pioneering 
initiative simplifies and aligns the best possible 
quality of care for older adults and provides them with 
health care coverage targeted to their actual needs.  

PHS upholds a strong commitment to serve older 
adults across the economic spectrum. Through our 
affiliation with Avinity and other efforts, we aim to 
expand affordable housing for the growing older  
adult population. 

Finally, we believe that employees are the most 
important resource in our ministry and are blessed 
when we attract people who are purpose-driven. 
Through expanded employee development initiatives, 
like nearly $1 million in educational assistance, we 
value and empower PHS employees to make a 
difference. This is our promise to employees that 
undergirds our commitment to you. 

We truly have been blessed and trust that God will 
provide for and sustain this ministry into a new decade. 


