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Sharing Holiday Traditions and Memories 

T 
he December… where did 2019 go? My favorite holiday is just around the corner. Christmas is one 

of my favorite holidays not because of presents and food, but because of the family traditions, 

stories, and acts of kindness that have so lovingly been instilled in my memory and made me who I 

am today.   

Each family is so unique in how they choose to celebrate Christmas. When I was growing up, my family 

enjoyed celebrating on Christmas Eve. Ice skating and sledding took place in the afternoon to occupy the 

kids while my mom lovingly prepared Christmas Eve dinner for every relative and neighbor, as well as 

anyone else who needed somewhere to belong. My dad would read the Christmas story after dinner which 

always brought tears to my eyes as he is such a godly, gentle man. Of course, all the dishes had to be 

washed and put away prior to any gifts being opened. Family is what holidays are all about for me.   

Growing up, it seemed there was always someone going through rough times and would go without at 

Christmas. A precious memory I have is of my parents secretly leaving bags of groceries and gifts on the 

doorstep of a loved one who was too proud to accept help. Another memory is of the farmer who lived near 

our farm who was too shy to come to the house to share dinner with us but loved when my dad would bring 

him several plates of Christmas dinner.   

There have been holidays that have been painful as a loved one was not in their spot at the table for a 

variety of reasons. Holidays can be a painful time for many. I understand as there have been holidays when 

a loved one had passed away… or a wayward child chose to stay away… or through the busyness of 

Christmas someone was missing.  It leaves a hole in one’s heart when the family is not together. If this is 

going to be a painful Christmas for you, I pray that you find the strength to reach out to friends and family.  

God doesn’t call us to do life alone but to share each other’s burdens and joys. 

As the holidays draw near, I encourage each of you to reach out to family and friends and talk about your 

holiday traditions, both past and present. Some of my favorite times are when my grandchildren ask me 

about what it was like when I was a kid. Take the time to leave a legacy.  

 

Blessings, 

Lori Morris, Housing Administrator 
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FROM THE PASTOR 

“But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give 

birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 

Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his 

kingdom will never end… The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” Luke 2:30-33, 35 

I f I were to ask the average person what their favorite Christmas hymn is, they would probably say, "O Little 

Town of Bethlehem,"  "O, Come All Ye Faithful," "Joy to the World," or one of the other classics. About ten 

years ago my favorite Christmas song (formerly “Silent Night”) changed to the Mission Impossible theme song. 

Sound weird? Let me explain. 

I grew up watching Mission Impossible on TV as a boy. Peter Graves was my hero. Every episode of Mission 

Impossible had these things in common: there was a mission that needed to happen to save the world, it seemed 

impossible to accomplish (hence the title), it needed a carefully constructed plan executed flawlessly, and there 

was an air of secrecy to it ("this message will self-destruct in five seconds"). In the end, the bad guys were 

completely duped and the world was saved. 

Here's the connection. Jesus' birth was the launch of God's impossible mission to rescue humanity. All humans 

are born separated from God and destined for hell. So God developed a carefully constructed plan to save us. 

This impossible mission was largely a secret – especially from Satan – or he would have stopped it. First, God 

needed to become human through a virgin birth. That was impossible. That’s what Christmas represents. Next, 

this God-human (Jesus) would need to live a sinless life. Also impossible. During the course of that sinless life, 

this God-human would perform miracles that only God could do (walking on water, healing people, casting out 

demons, feeding thousands with just a few fish and loaves of bread, raising people from the dead, controlling 

the weather…). Again, all of it impossible.  

Following all of those events, it gets even harder (is 'more impossible' even a thing?). Jesus would have to pay 

for the sin of the entire human race – past, present and future – by dying on the cross. The final stages of His 

mission included rising from the dead, ascending into heaven and sending His Spirit to live inside of His 

followers. All of that is impossible. In the end, the mission was executed perfectly, the bad guy (Satan) was 

duped and defeated. Humanity was given a Savior through whom we all could be saved by faith. Christmas 

represents the launch of that impossible saving mission. Jesus was born as a baby (cue the Mission Impossible 

theme song). The match was ignited. The fuse was lit. 

There are two things I would like you to consider as you celebrate Jesus' birthday this year. First, this 

impossible mission launched on Jesus' birthday was to rescue you. You are the object of the mission. If you and 

I didn’t need rescuing He wouldn’t have come. We all need a Savior because we are all born sinners. If you 

haven't already, receive God's gift of salvation from sin. Embrace Jesus as both your Lord and Savior.  

Second, Christ's impossible mission isn't fully completed yet. Jesus did the impossible part. Once you become a 

follower of Jesus, you become both the object and an agent joining His mission to bring people into a saving 

relationship with Him (the "Great Commission"—'co-mission’ is quite literally to share in the same mission).  

                      Continued on page 3. 
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T elemarketers seem to ramp up their activity this time of year. When you send money to people you do not 

know personally or give personal or financial information to unknown callers, you increase your chances 

of becoming a victim of telemarketing fraud. Before you buy anything by telephone, remember:  

Don't buy from an unfamiliar company. Legitimate businesses understand that you want more information 

about their company and are happy to comply.  

Always ask for and wait until you receive written material about any offer or charity. If you get brochures 

about costly investments, ask someone whose financial advice you trust to review the information.  

Obtain a salesperson's name, business identity, telephone number, street address, mailing address, and 

business license number before you transact business. Be aware that some con artists give out false names, 

telephone numbers, addresses, and business license numbers. Verify the accuracy of these items. 

Don’t pay in advance for services. Pay for services only after they are delivered. 

Don't pay for a "free prize." If a caller tells you the payment is for taxes, he or she is violating federal law. 

Be sure to talk over any “deal” offered by telephone salespeople with a trusted friend, family member, or 

financial advisor. It's never rude to wait and think about an offer. 

Never send money or give out personal information such as credit card numbers and expiration dates, bank 

account numbers, dates of birth, or social security numbers to unfamiliar companies or unknown persons.  

If you have been victimized once, be wary of persons who call offering to help you recover your losses for a fee 

paid in advance. If you have information about a fraud, report it to state, local or federal law enforcement 

agencies. 

Article by: http://www.fbi.gov/scams-safety/fraud   

Our job now is the possible part. That said, I encourage you to do something missional this Christmas season. 

Help someone in need. Show God's love to another person in some way. Share the Gospel with someone... 

Think mission. Think, “How can I be an agent of Christ this Christmas?” “How can I help someone take their 

next step in their saving relationship with Jesus?” You get the picture. You can even hum the theme song if you 

like. God bless you and your loved ones this season as you experience again the wonder and impossibility of 

Christ's birth! 

Your Brother in Christ, Pastor Peter 

‘’From the Pastor,’’ continued from page 2. 

  TIPS FOR AVOIDING TELEMARKETING FRAUD  

http://www.fbi.gov/scams-safety/fraud


NORRIS SQUARE NEWS 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

W e are looking for volunteers to run the 

Wednesday afternoon movie matinees 

when our regular volunteer is unavailable. Please 

contact Anna in Life Enrichment (*6603) if you 

are interested. Thank you! 

 

‘NORRIS SQUARE COOKBOOK 

R eminder: Norris Square Cookbooks are 

available in the Market for purchase. This is a 

beautiful cookbook with lots of delicious recipes 

that would make a wonderful Christmas gift for 

your family and loved ones. The cost is $15. 

 

CARE CENTER NEWS 

W e now offer inpatient or outpatient rehab, 

physical, occupational and speech therapy 

services in our care center. If you or someone you 

know could benefit, please contact Amy Green, 

Rehab Program Manager at 651-769-6661. 
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Sharing your gifts with  

Norris Square 

S haring gifts with loved ones is top-of-mind this 

month for many of us. Perhaps you feel called 

to make a financial gift to Norris Square? Here are a 

few important points to keep in mind:  

All gifts make a difference.  If you designate your 

charitable gift to benefit Norris Square, 100% of 

your donation will go to our community. Your gift 

will make a positive difference by helping those 

close to you – your neighbors or the employees who 

work here.  

You may designate that your charitable gift be 

allocated toward one or more priorities that touch 

your heart. Choices include:  

1) Our community’s greatest needs, 

2) Resident benevolence, 

3) Spiritual life programming, and/or 

4) Employee education assistance.    

All PHS communities have an employee education 

assistance fund to support qualified employees with 

scholarships to complete certifications or degrees.  

Note: If your year-end giving plans include gifting 

stock or a qualified charitable distribution from your 

IRA, please know that these gifts take time for 

brokers or advisors to process. If you need 

assistance, please call the Presbyterian Homes 

Foundation at 651-631-6408 or 651-631-6418. 

Thank you for all you do to make Norris Square a 

great place to live and work. May your Christmas 

season be filled with much love!  
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Call 651-769-6600 today for information or to schedule a personal tour 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

BOB MCDOWELL   DEC 1 

DOROTHY LILYGREN  DEC 2 

ROBERT MUHICH   DEC 2 

DENNIS MUNNEKE   DEC 9 

GEORGIA WILLIAMS  DEC 9  

DARLENE ASHLEY   DEC 12 

DENIS NOVAK   DEC 13 

EDWARD WEISS   DEC 14 

JEANNE BUCKLEY   DEC 17 

BOB FULMER    DEC 21 

MARGARET HOLMSTROM  DEC 21 

RAY VOLNER   DEC 26 

SUE GOLLON   DEC 27 

DOROTHY HOWE   DEC 27 

JAMES STOKER   DEC 27 

RESIDENT ACTIVITIES 
 

Tuesday, December 3 

2:00 pm – Woodbury Lutheran Kitchen Band - 

       Event Center 

 

Thursday, December 5  

4:30–6:00 pm Arbor & Hearth Christmas Party - 

       Event Center, Community Room, Bistro 

 

Wednesday, December 11 

1:00 pm – Oboebass Presentation—Community Room                   

 

Thursday, December 12 

4:00 – 6:00 pm – Terrace/Commons Christmas Party - 

Event Center, Community Room & Dining Room 

 (Regular menu dining will not be available this evening.) 

 

Saturday, December 14 

2:00 pm – Puppet Show - Chapel 

 

Sunday, December 15 

2:00 pm – Park High School Orchestra Concert - 

       Event Center 

 

Tuesday, December 17 

2:00 pm – Birthday Party with Grace Notes Trio –   

      Event Center 

 

Wednesday, December 18 

9:45 am – Cottage Grove Band Concert - Event Center 

 

Thursday, December 19 

5:00 pm – Gables (Care Center) Christmas Party 

6:30 – 8:00 pm – Christmas Light Tour (Sign Up) 

CULINARY NEWS 

 

O ur culinary team is in 

the midst of holiday 

buffet preparations for all 

residents. See ‘’Resident 

Activities’’ column on the 

right for more details on 

days and times.  

We hope you are enjoying 

our new fall/winter menu! 

     

                                                  



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Norris Square 
6995 80th Street South 
Cottage Grove, MN 55016 

651-769-6600 

www.phsnorrissquare.org 

Christmas: Good News, Great Joy! 

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’” ~ Luke 2:15 

I t is a wonder that the first announcement of 

Christ on earth came to shepherds—simple 

workers of the field, looked down upon by 

society. They lived with the sheep they cared for 

and the demands were never ending. Yet it was 

they who were first invited to see the newborn 

Lamb of God! 

As we consider the shepherds rising up from their 

work to find Mary, Joseph and the Christ child, we 

can place ourselves alongside them by reflecting 

on where we might find Jesus in our midst.  

At Presbyterian Homes & Services, our mission 

over the last 64 years has remained: To honor 

God by enriching the lives and touching the 

hearts of older adults. As we celebrate another 

year together in ministry, we have been blessed 

by the residents, families, employees, volunteers, 

donors and friends who make up Presbyterian 

Homes & Services. When we rise up in the 

presence of the aged and dedicate ourselves to 

service for and with them, we are rising up to see 

Jesus as well.  

In the year ahead, may we, like the shepherds, rise 

up to see Jesus and tell others the wonderful 

things that God is making happen in our midst. 

God bless you and may the love of Christ be with 

you and yours this Christmas and throughout the 

year ahead. 

Merry Christmas 

Postmaster: address correction requested 


