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God’s light shines at Christmas and throughout the year 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. ~John 1:5 

H ow wonderful that Christmas comes in the 

darkness of winter. This holy day brings the 

light of God’s love revealed in Jesus to our lives 

and our world. The Gospel of John proclaims, “In 

him was life and that life is the light of all” (John 

1:4). This familiar passage echoes Jesus declaring, 

“I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). Christmas 

is the season of good will, reminding us that we  

are called to share the light of his love with  

one another.  

Yes, this Christmas will be different in the season of 

COVID. These past months have granted us 

renewed sense of that which is essential. The 

residents, families, volunteers and employees of 

PHS have stepped up in amazing ways to fight fear, 

carry each other through long days and provide 

hope. While our bodies may have become 

accustomed to physical distance, our souls continue 

to reach out for connection. It is in these 

connections with each other that we see the light of 

Christ shining in the darkness. 

The mission of Presbyterian Homes & Services, “to 

honor God by enriching the lives and touching the 

hearts of older adults,” is grounded in the belief that 

all we do is motivated by God’s love revealed to us 

in the light of Jesus Christ. God’s light in Jesus 

shines brightly at Christmas to remind us that we 

are loved and capable of loving in return. Nothing 

can separate us from the love of Christ or stop his 

love from shining within and among us. The 

darkness cannot overcome the light. COVID cannot 

overcome our joy. 

May the light of Christ’s love be with you and yours 

this Christmas and throughout the year to come.  

Merry Christmas 

Norris Square 
December 2020 

The Norris Monarch 

THE GIFTS THAT MATTER MOST 

D 
o you remember anticipating Christmas and the Holiday season as a child? I do. 

Every year I was excited to see what goodies would be waiting under the tree on 

Christmas morning. As a preview, my two brothers and I were each allowed to open 

one present on Christmas Eve before going to the midnight service at our church. On 

Christmas morning, we listened to the nativity story from Luke chapter 2, ate cinnamon rolls, 

and opened presents! 

As I’ve grown older, the value and lure of material presents has faded a bit. As we age, we 

tend to trade some of our childlike anticipation for a little more stress and busyness as we 

prepare. However, all the work that goes into the holidays still doesn’t replace the awe and joy 

of the miracle we celebrate on Christmas morning. Jesus, the Son of God, is born! Emmanuel, 

God with Us! In our family, we still read Luke 2. My favorite part is the angels declaring that 

they bring “Good News of Great Joy that will be for ALL the people.” 

This year’s celebrations may look a bit different at our house. We will still have presents and 

we will still read God’s word about this special day. We may have a few less people around us 

to celebrate than we usually do but I think this year in particular, our family will draw closer to 

this story of God being born as a baby. This story of Emmanuel that was and still is, God  

with Us.  

The packages under our tree will be enjoyed, I’m sure. The real treasures that continue to 

bring joy to my heart are those we have witnessed throughout the year here at Norris Square. 

The true gifts that matter are the words of appreciation, the phone calls of neighbors just to 

check in, and the love of a community that has walked through this strange year together. No 

matter how we gather this Christmas, let us celebrate these gifts, for they are truly the spirit of 

Christmas that we cherish all year long. 

Blake Boche 

Campus Administrator 
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FROM THE PASTOR 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 

inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who 

through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 

revealed in the last time. In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may 

have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.” ~1 Peter 1:3-9 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” ~Romans 12:11-12 

I  grew up celebrating Christmas on Christmas Eve. For me as a kid, the excitement would 

begin to build right around the beginning of December. Catalogues would start arriving in the 

mail (remember those?) and I would start paging through the toy section. With each day, the 

anticipation grew. Finally, the day would arrive. Christmas Eve followed the same pattern every 

year: the meal, reading the Christmas story, singing Christmas hymns and the grand finale—

opening the gifts.  

The reason I bring this up is because of the unique time we are in during this Christmas season 

of 2020. We could use some hope! It is a turbulent time in America for many reasons. If a 

person only thinks about the ‘now’ or the near future, if they are consumed by all the negative 

things going on, things can look hopeless. There’s little reason to think anything is going to get 

better soon. Christmas, however, reminds us of what Jesus came to accomplish—the hope of 

eternity with God through faith in Christ.  

In our culture hope is synonymous with wishful thinking—like saying, “I hope the Vikings win 

the Superbowl” (I am a Vikings fan in need of a hug). Biblical hope is different. It is the eager 

expectation of something good that is certain to come. The kind of hope I had as a kid leading 

up to Christmas Eve. Why? Because Christmas came about every year. My parents promised it 

would happen and they were a trustworthy source. They had the ability to deliver on their 

promise. As a result, I had a Biblical sense of hope that it would repeat again each year.  

The hope of heaven and eternity with God through faith in Christ is a core theme throughout the 

New Testament. Faith, hope, joy and peace are all intertwined and connected to the promise of 

eternity. It’s what kept Christians going in the early Church—even through the worst of times. 

Why? Because Jesus promised it and He is a reliable source. He’s never failed nor lied. He has 

the power to deliver on His promise. He’s already done it before. There’s no logical reason to 

believe it won’t happen again. A real resurrection to eternal life is not just wishful thinking but a 

certainty. Heaven is real. God is good and He has unimaginably good plans for us. Our 

inheritance will be forever.  

 

NORRIS SQUARE  

Call 651-769-6600 today for information or to schedule a personal tour. 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 Bob McDowell     December 1 

 Dorothy Lilygren     December 2 

 Bob Muhich      December 2 

 Bob Burbank      December 6 

    Dennis Munneke     December 9 

 Georgia Williams     December 9 

    Wilfred Hess      December 10 

    Dar Ashley      December 12 

    Denis Novak      December 13 

 Winnie Nelson     December 14 

 Jeanne Buckley           December 17 

    Mary Majorowicz     December 18 

    Bob Fulmer      December 21 

    Margaret Holmstrom    December 21 

    David Larson      December 26   

    Ray Volner      December 26  

   Sue Gollon      December 27 

   Dorothy Howe     December 27 

   Jim Stoker      December 27 

   

   

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

LIFE ENRICHMENT  

F or your patience and understanding as  

we continue to adapt to ever-changing 

protocols. Our goal is keep residents, family 

members and staff safe and well amid  

the pandemic.  

Unfortunately, we are unable to reserve 

private rooms for family social gatherings 

during the holidays. We respectfully ask that 

you carefully plan your visits and exposure to 

your loved ones with Minnesota Department 

of Health (MDH) guidance a top priority.  

I  t is December already! This year sure has 

been different, hasn’t it? We’re excited to 

have some of our favorite programs back on 

the schedule, including bingo, bunco and 

movies in the theater. We can’t wait to 

continue to add more. It’s so nice having 

people in one room sharing a program they 

love and being able to socialize; it just warms 

the heart!   

December will also look different this year 

with regard to holiday parties and activities. 

Your Life Enrichment Team is brainstorming 

and planning exciting and creative ways to 

celebrate the holidays. We don’t want to give 

away all the surprises, so make sure to take a 

look at the monthly and weekly calendars as 

well as the scroller for updates.  

Group activities will also remain on Channel 

992, and we hope to add a few more music 

programs especially during the holidays. 

Happy December!  Enjoy the season. 
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H appy Holidays! We are so glad to have you all here to help us celebrate this special time 

of year. We want to make sure everyone gets a nice holiday meal. We are putting together 

two very special menus for you to enjoy along with our regular winter cuisine. Regular ticket 

pricing applies. Guests will not be permitted this year. Stop by the Dining Room for details 

and pick up a special holiday menu. Our Culinary Team wishes you a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year! 

CULINARY HIGHLIGHTS 

T raditionally, the end of the year brings thoughts of sharing one’s gifts with others through 

financial contributions. Donors tell us again and again that giving brings them joy and 

reminds us there are still many blessings to count. 

If you are moved to make a gift:  

• Your charitable donation can be directed to support programming, greatest needs, resident 

benevolence and/or spiritual life here at Norris Square. 

• You may show thanks to staff with a gift to the employee appreciation, employee education 

assistance or employee hardship fund(s).  

• Any gift may be made In Honor or In Memory of a loved one. 

Thank you for helping make Norris Square such an amazing place to live and work. Remember 

that if a gift is personally meaningful to you, it is every bit as meaningful to Norris Square. 

May your Christmas season be filled with much love!  

A note about timing:  If your year-end giving plans include gifting stock or a qualified 

charitable distribution from your IRA, please know that these gifts take time for brokers or 

advisors to process. If you need assistance, please call Sara Foster at 651-631-6110 or  

e-mail sjbfoster@preshomes.org. 

 NEW YEAR’S EVE MEAL        

Thursday, December 31 

Serving 4:00—5:30 pm                  

 Featuring: Smoked Beef Brisket 

 CHRISTMAS DAY MEAL      

Friday, December 25  

Serving 11:00 am - 5:30 pm 

Featuring:  Honey Glazed Ham  

YOUR ARE SPECIAL TO NORRIS SQUARE 
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This turbulent time will not last forever. Isolation and Covid-19 are temporary things in a 

temporary life. Political nastiness, division and injustice will one day be gone when Jesus 

comes back as the returning King.  

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see…”  

~Hebrews 11:1   

Life is better when we go through it with the hope of eternity. The people who fare best in this 

life are those who are most focused on the next. Hope brings purpose and focus. Life is more 

potent and deliberate with hope. The trials of life are more bearable when there is hope attached 

to them. Hope gives meaning to life. Hope produces joy in us.  

I encourage you this Christmas season, in the middle of the unrest and uncertainty going on in 

our country, to cling to hope—the living hope of eternal life through faith in Christ. Camp on 

that in your mind. We all need hope in Christ whose birth we celebrate this season. My prayer 

for you this Christmas is the same as Paul’s prayer to the Christians in Rome  

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that  

by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”  ~Romans 15:13  

Merry Christmas to all of you!     
Pastor Peter 

From the Pastor - continued from page 2 

NEW EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT 

H ello! My name is Jess and I’m the new weekend receptionist. I’m originally from a small 

town near La Crosse, WI. My parents, two older siblings, three nephews and one niece all 

live in La Crosse so I try to visit them often. I moved to River Falls, WI to earn my Master’s 

degree in School Counseling. Spending time with my family, friends, boyfriend and my dog is a 

major priority! Together we love hiking, walking, or kayaking. Recently, I’ve been crafting, and 

most recently I’ve been trying to paint in watercolor. My works of art leave room for 

improvement, but it’s a wonderful stress reliever.  

I majored in elementary education at Viterbo University. While completing my degree, I worked 

as a CNA at the long-term care community where both my grandparents lived. I so enjoyed 

spending weekends with the residents there and working as a team with the other 

employees. When I moved away, I realized how much I missed that and decided to apply at 

Norris Square. I feel so blessed to be part of a wonderful, welcoming community. I’m excited to 

continue to meet and get to know all of you.  


