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W hen an emergency happens and you need to call 911, remember to always share your exact location. 
While many phone lines (including our Orchard Path internal phone system) will automatically provide 

your address and apartment number, not all may do so. As a precaution, be sure to share as much detail as 
possible with the dispatcher. The more information you provide may make a difference in how quickly they 
can respond. Also, please note that emergency personnel have access to a master key that allows them to enter 
the building at all times, including evenings and weekends. 

A 
s many of you already know, Pastor Brad Moe is going to be retiring at the end of December. Pastor 
Brad has been with Presbyterian Homes for the last four years. In that time, he has had an opportunity 
to touch the lives and hearts of staff, residents and families of several PHS campuses. Most recently, he 

has been sharing his time between Founders Ridge in Bloomington, Valley Ridge in Burnsville and our 
Orchard Path campus here in Apple Valley.   

We have been incredibly fortunate to have him help build our Christian culture, especially as a brand new 
community. He started our Spiritual program with a blank canvas and worked very hard to help us continue to 
be successful… even after he jets off to the topics. He and his wife, Gretchen, will be spending this next winter 
enjoying retirement together at their home away from home in Costa Rica. 

On behalf of the staff and residents here at Orchard Path, I think I speak for everyone 
when I say THANK YOU for your devotion to our community and BEST WISHES as 
you move on to your next chapter. We look forward to learning what God has in store for 
you and welcome you back to visit anytime.   

The search for our new Pastor has started. When we learn more about the replacement 
Pastor, we will share the update with everyone. Until then, Pastor Brad will continue to 
be with us. He continues to be available for anyone needing some spiritual support. Be 
sure to catch him in the hall and wish him well! 
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Announcements  
 When retrieving your US mail, please wait until the carrier is completely done distributing the mail in 

your section before you reach in for your personal mail. They have shared that while the mail panel 

doors are open, residents are not allowed to reach into their open slot.  

 After December, we will be publishing the Orchard Path newsletter every other month. So, look at the 

end of January for the February newsletter.   

 Mark your calendars for the all resident Christmas Party. This year it will be on Thursday, December 

12th from 4-6 pm.  

 The HEART organization donates baked goods to us Tuesday mornings. Once the goods are dropped 

off and the items have been organized by our in-house volunteer we will open the doors for you. The 

time and amount of donated items does vary from week to week. Thank you!  

Your Great Gifts 

W e thank you! Financial gifts to Orchard Path are a blessing to your neighbors and employees – and even 
to you. Sharing gifts with loved ones is top-of-mind this month for many of us. We wanted to offer you a 

moment to reflect about what is on your heart during this season of sharing joy with loved ones and neighbors.  

Perhaps you feel called to make a financial gift to Orchard Path. The Foundation is ready to assist you. Here are 
a few important points to keep in mind:  

All gifts make a difference. If a gift is meaningful to you, it is meaningful to Orchard Path. Please know that if 
you direct your charitable donation to Orchard Path that 100% of your donation will stay at Orchard Path. 

Giving from the heart pleases you, the giver. You know that your gift will make a positive difference within 
Orchard Path. You know that your gift will help those close to you–a neighbor or an employee. Giving provides 
donors a sense of purpose and satisfaction. 

For your planning: 

Donors may give to a priority that touches their heart. To support residents, there are funds at Orchard Path for 
greatest need, resident benevolence and spiritual life programming. Orchard Path also has an employee 
education assistance fund to support qualified employees with scholarships to complete certifications or 
degrees. All gifts are welcomed and important. 

Note: Some gifts take more time to complete. If your year-end giving plans include gifting stock or a qualified 
charitable distribution from your IRA, please know that these gifts take time for brokers or advisors to process. 
If you need assistance, please call Tom Cierzan at 651-631-6422.Thank you for all you do to make your 
Orchard Path great. Giving from your heart brings you joy – thank you for sharing your joy with others. May 
your Christmas season be filled with much love!  
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After Hours Maintenance 

Please call 612-346-9099 for any after hours maintenance emergencies.  

December Outings and Events 

5 -  Bachman’s on Lyndale Holiday House 

Tour/Shopping and Dessert & Patrick’s 

6 -  Feed My Starving Children 

11 & 18 -  Evening Christmas Lights Outing 

13 - Bakken Museum Guided Tour 

15 -  Giving Voice Concert 

20 -  MN Vikings Museum Guided Tour  

27 -  Mystery Lunch Outing 

Outings are subject to change. Also see outing book 

for the shopping trips which are not listed above.  

Marketing Update 

H ave you heard about Respite Suites at Orchard 

Path? If you are a caregiver planning a vacation 

or in need of a short break, or if you may need a place 

to stay while you recover from a recent illness or 

hospitalization, consider a short stay in our Respite 

Suite. A Respite Suite offers a private, furnished 

studio apartment. Benefit from meals and 

housekeeping services all the while knowing staff are 

available to provide cares around the clock. Personal 

and health care services are available to fit your 

needs. 

There are two suites currently available. If you would 

like a tour, contact Michelle (*6609) to schedule a 

visit.  

Linda E., Housing Advisor  

A lzheimer’s association offers in-person support 
groups for caregivers, individuals living with 

Alzheimer's and others dealing with the disease. All 
support groups are facilitated by trained individuals. 
Many locations offer specialized groups. To find a 
support group utilize the link below:  

https://www.alz.org/events/event_search?
etid=2&cid=0 

Orchard Path also provides a support group to support 
all caregivers on the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 12:30 in 
the chapel as noted in the calendar.   

 

Volunteer Needed 

W e are looking for an in-house volunteer to 

deliver newspapers to residents in The 

Commons (assisted living) and The Arbor (memory 

care). This is a perfect opportunity for someone who 

enjoys mornings and getting some exercise. See 

Rachel or April for more information. 

Photo from our Veteran’s Day Program 
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Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Orchard Path 

5400 157th Street West 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 

 

952-595-6600 
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Christmas: Good News, Great Joy! 

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’” ~ Luke 2:15 

I t is a wonder that the first announcement of 

Christ on earth came to shepherds—simple 

workers of the field, looked down upon by 

society. They lived with the sheep they cared for 

and the demands were never ending. Yet it was 

they who were first invited to see the newborn 

Lamb of God! 

As we consider the shepherds rising up from their 

work to find Mary, Joseph and the Christ child, we 

can place ourselves alongside them by reflecting 

on where we might find Jesus in our midst.  

At Presbyterian Homes & Services, our mission 

over the last 64 years has remained: To honor 

God by enriching the lives and touching the 

hearts of older adults. As we celebrate another 

year together in ministry, we have been blessed 

by the residents, families, employees, volunteers, 

donors and friends who make up Presbyterian 

Homes & Services. When we rise up in the 

presence of the aged and dedicate ourselves to 

service for and with them, we are rising up to see 

Jesus as well.  

In the year ahead, may we, like the shepherds, rise 

up to see Jesus and tell others the wonderful 

things that God is making happen in our midst. 

God bless you and may the love of Christ be with 

you and yours this Christmas and throughout the 

year ahead. 

Merry Christmas 
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