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C an you believe it’s been almost a year of dealing with and adapting to COVID-19? 
Orchard Path staff, just the same as our residents, miss our “normal” way of life. We 
miss seeing everyone together in the Chapel. We miss seeing all of you enjoying happy 

hours, meal times and large group entertainment. We, just as you do, want to be able to “open 
up” as much as we can … as soon as we can! 

As more people get vaccinated and COVID positivity rates decrease, we expect to get further 
guidance from the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) and our PHS home office as to 
how, when and to what extent we can begin to expand our activity programming, worship 
services, fitness classes, dining room, etc…. We have to ensure we make changes with the 
health and safety of all of our residents in the forefront of our planning. In addition, just as with 
businesses in the general community, we also have to work within the parameters we are given. 
That being said, we will do our very best to open things back up as soon as we are able! 

I know I’ve said it many times, but I’ll say it again … THANK YOU!!! This has not been an 
easy time for any of us. Your grace and patience have been incredibly appreciated. We have 
some fun ideas ready to go for when we can have some larger activities again. 

Sandy V., Campus Administrator 

To Lift Your Spirit 
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Emergency Situations 

W hen an emergency happens and you need to call 911, remember always to share your exact location. 
While many phone lines (including our Orchard Path internal phone system) will automatically provide 

your address and apartment number, not all may do so. Be sure to share as much detail as possible. More 
information may make a difference in how quickly they respond. Also, please note that emergency personnel 
have access to a master key to enter the building at all times, including evenings and weekends. 

Winter Photo Gallery 

H appy winter folks. This sure isn’t your typical Minnesota winter with COVID and the unseasonably warm 
weather. We are hoping and praying that we can soon go back to some type of normal routine at Orchard 

Path very soon. The best thing to do is take it one day at a time. We will have some fun regardless of COVID 
and the weather in February. We’re planning a door decorating contest, grab-and-go Valentine’s social, singing 
telegrams and hopefully indoor entertainment. Watch for more information on these events. 

Top Left: Mary Jo K. and Arliss S.  
enjoying root beer floats to go 

Top Right: Paul G. and employee Siri K., 
lefse sampling and demonstration 

Middle Left: Crafters Corner Group: 
Gladys, Carol, Paulette and Cyndy 



Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 952-595-6600. 
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After Hours Maintenance 
Please call 612-346-9099 for any after-hours maintenance emergencies.  

If You Squint, You Can See a Light at the End of This Tunnel 

I t’s a new year! 2020 is finally in the rearview mirror! Ain’t it great? As this new year progresses, here 
are just a few reasons why 2021 should be a better, more ‘normal’ year for us here at Orchard Path. 

1. A mild winter — Although we’ve had a few good snowfalls already, generally, it has been a 
very mild winter. Warmer temps, along with minimal snow so far — it’s been wonderful! We 
barely had a white Christmas. I’ll take two more months of this, please! 

2. The COVID-19 expected uptick in cases has not happened. Now, it won’t be long before we’re 
all vaccinated. Some of us may be at least partly protected already. Gatherings will be occurring 
around here soon and, before you know it, masks won’t be necessary! Now THAT will be a 
great day! (As a pastor, I’m living for in-person worship services again! It’s coming!) 

3. Hockey season — the best season of the year — is here again! The Wild are undefeated so far, 
and their hotshot Russian phenom has not disappointed. 

Most importantly, the last time I checked, God was still in His heaven. Our loving Father God is still 
reigning and ruling and in charge, sovereign in all things. As the people of God, that alone gives us hope 
for a bright future and an even brighter eternity with Him. 

My hope and prayer for all of us this year is that our faith in God and His care will see us through this 
hopeful and historic year. COVID fatigue, be gone! There is light at the end of the tunnel, and it’s NOT an 
oncoming train, I promise! God bless you all richly in 2021. 

Keith L., Campus Pastor 

Chaplain’s Corner 
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COVID-19 update: the journey continues 

W e are in the 12th month navigating COVID-19 
and what a journey it has been and continues to 

be for us all. We are grateful for the understanding 
and resilience of PHS residents and families and the 
skill and compassion of the staff at all our 
communities. With the arrival of safe and effective 
vaccines, we have every reason for hope.  

The two-shot COVID-19 vaccination will help us take 
a big step towards ending this pandemic. While we 
encourage everyone to be vaccinated, we continue to 
follow the CDC and state health departments 
regarding when people can be vaccinated. The CDC 
has set its priorities to reach the most vulnerable 
residents first, who often are mobility-limited, and the 
caregivers who support them.  

Vaccination clinics conducted through the federal 
Pharmacy Partnership for Long-term Care Program 
continue to take place at PHS sites for residents and 
staff who live and work in long-term care settings 
including care centers and assisted living. Most of  
our locations have completed their first clinics  
with second and third rounds scheduled for the 
booster doses. 

PHS has been advocating with state health 
departments to make on-site clinics available to 
independent living residents. Your site leader will 
keep you informed about clinic dates and vaccine 
availability for your PHS community.  

As the vaccination process continues, we all wish we 
could ditch the masks and resume normal activity. 
However, experts need to verify the protection that 
COVID-19 vaccinations provide before changing 
recommended steps everyone should take to slow the 
spread of the virus. Our current visitor policies and 
the host of safeguards we have in place will remain as 
guided by federal and state health agencies. We 
expect it will be some time before we see major 
policy updates. Other factors, including how many 
people get vaccinated and how the virus is spreading 
in communities, will also affect these decisions.  

Thank you to everyone as we continue this  
journey together.  


