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Hello Friends and Families! 
We are so excited to have finished our 2nd vaccination clinic. With 100% resident participation we 

could not have asked for a better outcome. While we are not out of the woods just yet, we are 

certainly farther along the path than 6 months ago. It is still important to remember to socially 

distance and wear your mask. We will be updating our visitor policy shortly and will send that 

information out to you once it has been finalized. We thank you again for your patience with this 

as we continue to move forward with ever changing information. As always, if you have any 

questions please do not hesitate to reach out at any time.   

A few housekeeping items:  with spring just around the corner please ask your family to help you 

update your closets if needed. This is also a great time to “spring clean” and organize any items 

that you may no longer need in your apartments. If you would like the staff to assist, please just 

reach out and we can help.  Also, any food items that are brought in to care center residents,  

we do ask that if it is placed in a plastic container of some kind to help keep pests out and keep 

food fresh.   

Thank you for trusting us to care for your loved ones! 

Sincerely, Natasha 

Updates from the Campus Administrator 

Check out our fabulous COVID vaccination clinic as the staff and residents 

celebrated with refreshments and fun pictures with props! 
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Meet our Directors 

Natasha Urinko: Campus Administrator 
“I have worked in this industry for 8 years with 6 of 
those as a Campus Administrator. I am a 
Licensed Nursing Home Administrator. I 
love the culture and most especially our 
team here at PHS! My favorites are always 
the residents we serve. I absolutely love to 
hear their stories!” 

 
Makaila McGruder:  
Human Resources Manager 
“I have worked in HR for 8 years with experience in 
the financial services industry, hospitality, 
government and healthcare. I  am on the 
board of  Omaha Chamber of Commerce, 
YP, (Yang Professionals) and the Urban 
League of NEYP board. What I like best 
about PHS is the great organizational 
culture and the team I work with daily.”  
 
Amy Muller: Housing Advisor 
“I grew up in the realm of geriatrics. My mom was a 
Nursing Home Administrator and gave me  
any opportunities. I love what I do as the 
Housing Advisor because I get to educate 
people about PHS and Prairie Gate. My 
favorite  is to hear people’s stories and 
creating smiles! What I like the best about 
PHS is the Christian Ministry allowing the 
Lord into each and every aspect of what we do.” 

 
John Furgal: Environmental Services 
“I have over 15 years in this industry. I 
moved from Florida to Iowa this past year 
and I enjoy the slower pace of life. What I 
enjoy about PHS is that everyone feels  
like family.” 
 
Lin Leahy:  
Nutrition and Culinary Services 
“I have served in senior living for 15 years, 
with a lots of years of cooking experience. I 
have had many honors from cooking with a 
Master Chef to leading a special fundraiser. 
What I love about PHS at Prairie Gate is 
the people I work for and the people I work 
with. There are many new people I call good friends!” 

Sonja Wehrli: Clinical Administrator (AL) 
“I have worked as a Nurse for 33 years. 
What I love the most about Prairie Gate are 
the Christian values that are embodied 
through the work we do here. I enjoy being 
a Prairie Gate team member!” 

 
Bobbi Runyon: Clinical Administrator (CC) 
“I have worked in healthcare for 26 years. I have been 
in senior living for approximately 15 years, which has 
included working with assisted living, long 
term care, and the PACE program. In 2016,  
I received the Positive Image in Nursing 
Award. What I enjoy about PHS is the 
mission and faith-based culture.” 

 
Megan Morse: Resident Services 
“I have been in the industry for 11 years with 5 years 
of leadership experience in social work and 
admissions in a few long term care communities. I 
waited over a year as I watched Prairie Gate 
being built and I am blessed to have the 
opportunity to work here. I love what I do 
serving residents and families on a daily 
basis in a Christian community.” 
 

Laura Fox: Life Enrichment 
“With 11 of experience, I have held positions in HR, 
Marketing, Activities Assistant and Life Enrichment 
Director. I hold certification as an Activities Director, 
Montessori Dementia Care Practitioner and 
am currently the DOVE Captain for Prairie 
Gate memory care. What I like best about 
PHS is creating fun activities, getting to 
know the residents and living out our 
mission statement.” 
 

Albert Hughes: Campus Pastor 
“I have been a pastor for over 30 years 
which include 5 years as a Hospice 
Chaplain. During this time, I received the 
Regional Hospice Chaplain Award twice. 
What I enjoy best about PHS is  
our Leadership Team and that faith is a  
high priority.” 



Call today for information 712-352-6600 

  PRAIRIE GATE NEWS 

Festivities in Activities 

Resident 

Dorothy 

created an 

adorable  

elf craft for 

Christmas  

Terrace         

Residents    

Connie,  

Sarah and 

Marilyn 

show off 

their “ugly 

sweaters!” 

Resident 

Marilyn 

was 

delighted 

to see  

Mr. & Mrs. 

Claus! 

Resident 

Charlotte 

was 

grateful  

to be 

vaccinated! 

Resident 

Marilou 

received 

the  

vaccine  

to dance 

again! 

Resident 

Elizabeth 

loved  

to see   

the staff 

dressed  

as elves! 

Memory 

care 

residents 

finish the 

‘Turkey 

Trot’ just  

in time for  

a picture! 

Residents 

Betty & Ken 

dressed in 

colorful tutus 

for the 

‘Turkey 

Trot’! 

The  

Prairie Gate 

“Elves” 

Resident 

Connie 

received the       

vaccine  for 

her health! 



Prairie Gate 
16 Valley View Drive, 

Council Bluffs , Iowa 51503 

(712) 352-6600 

www.prairiegate.org 

Presbyterian Homes & Services is a nonprofit 

organization and an equal opportunity 

employer serving older adults through 

community services, housing and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 
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COVID-19 update: the journey continues 

W e are in the 12th month navigating COVID-19 
and what a journey it has been and continues 

to be for us all. We are grateful for the 
understanding and resilience of PHS residents and 
families and the skill and compassion of the staff at 
all our communities. With the arrival of safe and 
effective vaccines, we have every reason for hope.  

The two-shot COVID-19 vaccination will help us 
take a big step towards ending this pandemic. While 
we encourage everyone to be vaccinated, we 
continue to follow the CDC and state health 
departments regarding when people can be 
vaccinated. The CDC has set its priorities to  
reach the most vulnerable residents first, who often 
are mobility-limited, and the caregivers who 
support them.  

Vaccination clinics conducted through the federal 
Pharmacy Partnership for Long-term Care Program 
continue to take place at PHS sites for residents and 
staff who live and work in long-term care settings 
including care centers and assisted living. Most of  
our locations have completed their first clinics  

with second and third rounds scheduled for the 
booster doses. 

PHS has been advocating with state health 
departments to make on-site clinics available to 
independent living residents. Your site leader will 
keep you informed about clinic dates and vaccine 
availability for your PHS community.  

As the vaccination process continues, we all wish 
we could ditch the masks and resume normal 
activity. However, experts need to verify the 
protection that COVID-19 vaccinations provide 
before changing recommended steps everyone 
should take to slow the spread of the virus. Our 
current visitor policies and the host of safeguards 
we have in place will remain as guided by federal 
and state health agencies. We expect it will be some 
time before we see major policy updates. Other 
factors, including how many people get vaccinated 
and how the virus is spreading in communities, will 
also affect these decisions.  

Thank you to everyone as we continue this  
journey together.  


