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Dear Residents and Families, 

Recently the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced that vaccinated 

people can resume activities without wearing a mask, but they explicitly noted that this 

guidance does not change infection control practices, including mask usage, in healthcare 

and some other settings. 

This is exciting news as we all look forward to restoring community life, but with the 

callout that this does not apply to healthcare settings, we will still be asking all individuals 

to keep their masks on when moving around our community. We have been glad to see high 

rates of resident vaccination. Our aim is to enable fully vaccinated residents to take 

advantage of what is allowable under CDC guidance for healthcare settings, as we have in 

our dining rooms, while ensuring we provide alternatives for those who are unvaccinated. 

For residents in independent living settings, the new guidance does drop the mask 

requirement for vaccinated individuals. However some may still choose to wear a mask and 

we would ask anyone who hasn’t been vaccinated to comply with CDC guidance and 

continue to wear a mask. 

As we approach summer, COVID vaccination efforts and good infection control practices 

have led to dramatic reductions in new cases, especially in long-term care settings. Your 

diligence has helped to keep all of us safe. So, please continue to mask up for the time 

being to protect your neighbors, including some who haven’t been able to receive the 

vaccine yet due to health reasons. If you haven’t been vaccinated yet and are interested, 

reach out, we are happy to help you connect with various available options. 

Please contact me if you have questions, we will have additional updates to share soon! 

Sincerely,  

Natasha Urinko, Campus Administrator 

712-352-6600 | nurinko@preshomes.org 

Visitor Policy Updates  

from the Campus Administrator 
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PRAIRIE GATE NEWS 

Life Enrichment Director 

Greetings from Life Enrichment! 

Happy 2021 Spring and soon to be Happy 2021 

Summer!  As always, the activity department has 

been busy with so many fun and exciting 

activities for the residents of Prairie Gate!  Spring 

couldn’t  have come soon enough as residents and 

staff alike had been anxiously awaiting the arrival 

of better weather to not only get outside for some 

sunshine but to also welcome some much needed 

outdoor activities and entertainment!  

Some new activities starting in June will be 

gardening, guest speakers from the Dodge House 

and Angels Care.  Wellness Screens for our 

independent residents, Midlands Humane Society, 

rosary, church and prayer services, staff and 

resident picnics, a variety of entertainment and 

the many outdoor games available in the 

courtyard!  

All of us here at Prairie Gate wish our residents, 

families and staff, a very fun and safe summer. 

We all deserve it after 2020 and the many 

sacrifices each and every one of us endured! 

FYI: the activity calendars can be found on the 

Prairie Gate website: www.prairiegate.org.   

Blessings to all from your Life Enrichment team!  

Laura, Maliah and Emma 

Our nurses are extra special here at Prairie Gate!  

We celebrated National Nurse’s Day on May  6! 

You are 

appreciated more 

than you know! 

Marilyn and Bobbi 
pose for “luck” 

Connie loves  

St. Patty's Day!  

Elizabeth is happy to 
wear her shamrock 

headband! 

Luck of the Irish to you 
from Sarah and Larry! 

Alita and Bobbi, 
“Happy St. Pat’s 
Day!” 

Leprechauns  
Natasha, Laura, 

and Bobbi  

Tom and Betty 
are ready for the 
shamrock shuffle 
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Congratulations to 

Mr. Lloyd Banks 

as he celebrated his 

100th birthday!  

His hometown 

newspaper gave 

him recognition! 

Even Murray our mascot got 
into the Cinco de mayo spirit. 

Entertainer Tim Javorsky 
livened up the crowd 

during Cinco de mayo. 

Fontenelle Forest brought 
an owl for us to see! 

We celebrated Olivia 

on Professional 

Administrators’ Day! 

Maliah and Emma assist 
Lois with coloring 

Easter eggs! 

Marcie and Ginny with their hat creations 
for spring spirit! 

Tim had a fun visit with 

Leo, the baby goat!  Shirley is ready for spring. 

Helen and Sophia enjoyed 
some outdoor time  

Shirley and Jodi 
play bean bags 
during National 

Nursing home week 
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Presbyterian Homes & Services is a nonprofit 

organization and an equal opportunity 

employer serving older adults through 

community services, housing and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME 

Building up, reaching out: New project updates 

S enior Housing Partners (SHP), the project 
development arm of PHS, is advancing our vision 

to “provide more choices and opportunities for more 
older adults to live well.” Here are project updates for 
new communities in the making:    

Prairie Gate, Council Bluffs, IA: Prairie Gate 
opened in March 2020. The 17.5 acre campus offers 
senior living, assisted living and memory care 
apartments, and a care center.  PrairieGate.org. 

Lexington Landing, Saint Paul, MN: Lexington 
Landing welcomed residents in December 2020 and 
was named a “2020 Top Project” by Finance & 
Commerce business publication. Owned by J. A. 
Wedum Foundation and managed by PHS, Lexington 
Landing offers senior living, assisted living and 
memory care apartments, all with amenities and 
community programs. LexingtonLanding.org. 

Mount Carmel Bluffs, Dubuque, IA: A shared 
ministry with the Sisters of Charity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mount Carmel Bluffs overlooks the 
scenic Mississippi River. In February 2021, residents 
moved into enriched living apartments, memory care 

and care center suites. A second phase will provide 
senior apartments and repurpose the Motherhouse to 
offer town center amenities. 
MountCarmelBluffs.org. 

Flagstone, Eden Prairie, MN: Construction 
continues on a full continuum of senior housing and 
care anticipated to open in fall 2021. Current Castle 
Ridge residents will move to the new location and the 
old building will be demolished to make way for other 
retail and housing. FlagstonePHS.org. 

Future Community at Highland Bridge, St. Paul, 
MN: This new senior community in Highland Bridge, 
a master-plan development on the former Ford Motor 
Company location, will offer a variety of housing 
options and care services for older adults, all near 
retail, parks and paths along the Mississippi River.  

Senior Housing Partners provides consulting and 
project development services to other non-profit 
senior housing organizations across the nation. Visit 
SeniorHousingPartners.com. In the future, we will 
share progress on redevelopment projects at existing 
PHS communities.  


