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L ast month, I spoke of the changing seasons. 

Today I write while si�ng in a deer stand where 

I can see that the change has occurred; winter is 

here! If you’re surprised to read that I am deer 

hun�ng this season, you’re not alone. This is only the 

second �me I’ve gone deer hun�ng. My first �me was 

17 years ago! Un�l recently, I wasn’t really 

interested, but I’ve learned that opportuni�es for 

complete peace are few and far between.  

When my husband asked me to go hun�ng with him 

this year, I really had no desire. But then my world 

got a li(le crazy and I thought this might be a sign to 

seek peace in the beau�ful scenery God has blessed 

us with. And though it is cold, it is peaceful.  

As I sit watching for deer, I no�ce myself listening for 

the smallest sound of a hoof step or tree branch 

snapping. The hardest part of this listening is quie�ng 

my own thoughts. Even in the s�ll of nature,  

everyday thoughts zooming through my mind are 

deafening. In this moment, I feel God just begging me 

to listen for His voice, his calming presence — the 

only real peace.   

The crazy I men�oned earlier? That was the MN 

Department of Health showing up in early November 

for a survey of the Commons and Arbor. It was a busy 

and stressful few days, but I’m proud to report that 

our outcome was excep�onal.  

SummerWood of Chanhassen has been blessed with 

a wonderful team who truly cares about our 

residents, our grounds and each other, and for that I 

am grateful! Did I see any deer, you may be 

wondering? Not one. I truly believe that it was God’s 

will that I just get out and experience peace in His 

crea�on and for that, too, I am grateful.  

Sincerely, Katelyn 

From the campus administrator 
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Arabella Del Lago 

B ella and her mom Mary 

Ann moved to 

SummerWood of Chanhassen 

on December 31, 2021. They 

made the long trek from the 

high desert of Cochi� Lake, 

New Mexico, to be closer to 

Bella’s human sister Lucy. 

Bella was born and raised on 

the pueblo land where Mary 

Ann resided for 28 years. 

Bella enjoys long walks 

outside with her mom Mary 

Ann, visits with Lucy in the 

Commons and loves to watch birds. The pair’s most 

favorite walk stretches through the swamp, and they 

also enjoy hanging out at the dog park. 

Bella is most proud of her mom because she spent 

many years as a music therapist working with 

children with developmental disabili�es. Mary Ann is 

most proud of Bella for being such a loving 

companion and always s�cking by her side. 

We are so happy Bella and her mom chose to live at 

SummerWood! 

Jennifer Lachermeier 

Life Enrichment Director 

Resident spotlight 

“Bella” and her mom, 

Mary Ann Closson 
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I n mid-November, SummerWood’s management 

team a(ended the PHS Annual Retreat. Something 

special that happens at this retreat is the honoring of 

different PHS employees for exemplifying the PHS 

CROSS Values which are: Chris�an Ministry, Ready & 

Engaged People, Opera�onal Integrity, Service 

Excellence and Stewardship.  

Earlier this year, residents, family members and staff 

had the opportunity to nominate individuals in our 

ministry who demonstrated these values in different 

ways across all PHS communi�es. The nominees are 

announced and honored at the retreat and for each  

value, one individual is honored with an award. I am 

proud to share that we had nomina�ons in four of 

the five categories; if you were one of the people 

who completed a nomina�on, thank you! I am 

excited to recognize SummerWood’s nomina�ons:  

Chris�an Ministry:  

Grace Wickenhauser, Resident Assistant 

Ready & Engaged People:  

Jeremy Nguyen, Nutri�on & Culinary Director 

Service Excellence:  

Dorothy Ratemo, Resident Assistant; Grace 

Wickenhauser, Resident Assistant; Jennifer Blesi, 

Housing Counselor; Jeremy Nguyen, Nutri�on & 

Culinary Director 

Stewardship:  

Jeremy Nguyen, Nutri�on & Culinary Director 

The CROSS awards are a beau�ful way to recognize 

the caring staff that we are blessed by at 

SummerWood, and I encourage you to complete a 

nomina�on in the future. These nomina�ons are very 

similar to our Chanhassen Champions, just larger 

scale! If you cross paths with one or more of our 

nominees, please congratulate them and thank them 

for exemplifying these beau�ful values at our 

community.  

Katelyn Roiland, campus administrator 

Chanhassen Champion 

True 

by Pastor Jane  

We enter Advent, with hearts full of hope 

Yet midway the season, we ask “Can we cope?”  

The darker the days, the more we just mope  

But let’s say “Nope,” press on come what may  

Grab some soap, and wash dreary away 

Hold on to the rope, we’ll pull our way through  

For there is a Reason, our One True Hope  

This reason begins, with eternal peace  

Yet look all around, all harmony has ceased  

The news is despair, and trouble’s increased  

But look at the geese, they s�ll fly South  

So, proclaim with my niece, “hold fast to the Truth”  

And echo the police, “the best s�ll will come”  

For we serve a Savior, the True Prince of Peace  

This bliss we have, a giJ of great joy  

Yet where is this blessing? Perhaps a decoy?  

People are angry, and seek to destroy  

But be not annoyed, God will restore  

He sent a boy, His beloved only Son  

It’s not a ploy, I tell you the truth  

God entered this world, He is our True Joy 

What our hearts need most, unending love  

Yet, its boundaries behave, and act like a glove  

We seek to earn it, but get pushed and shoved  

But One from above, shows limitless grace  

The Spirit as a dove, alighted on Him 

We can know thereof, His infinite care  

For our Lord, our Creator, is our True Love  

Merry Christmas  

Blessings, Pastor Jane 



Halloween celebration at 
SummerWood of  Chanhassen 
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Summerwood birthdays 

Sharon C.    12/3 

Barbara N.    12/10 

Clarice H.    12/14 

Rosemary W.   12/16 

Paul L.    12/16 

Margaret K.   12/21 

Dorothy N.   12/21 

Noel H.    12/21 

Jean S.    12/23 

Glenn K.    12/24 

Lorna K.    12/24 

Rosemary M.   12/25 

Steven M.   12/28 

Donald M.   12/28 

Geraldine D.   12/29 



SummerWood of Chanhassen 

525 Lake Drive 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

952-294-5500 

www.SummerWoodChanhassen.org 
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Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 
nonprofit organiza�on and an equal 
opportunity employer serving older 
adults through community services, 
housing, and health care.  

D ecember is here and with it all the joys of 

Christmas. It is a wonderful �me of the year 

and a blessing to be with family and friends, to enjoy 

good food, and to exchange giJs. But the good news 

of Christmas goes deeper. It brings a message of 

great joy from God who loves us. God has come in 

the person of Jesus by stepping down into �me to live 

among us and remind us, once again, that we are 

beloved. 

During this Christmas �me, it is important to 

celebrate this love and to spread the joy of good 

news. There is joy happening around us, if only we 

know where to look for it. Joy is found when 

residents and families come together to celebrate 

and to pray. Joy is found when employees find 

purpose in their service to you and your neighbors. 

Such joy, and the hope that it creates, keeps us going 

for the long haul.  

Good news of  great joy 

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid.  
I bring you good news of  great joy that will be for all the people.’”  ~Luke 2: 10 

The incarna�on of the Son of God, “for us and for 

our salva�on,” as the �meless creed proclaims, is 

too big to appreciate in just one day. Because this is 

good news for all the people, there’s so much more 

to tell. 

We love sharing good news. Because we live and 

work together in community, we meet and engage 

with employees, residents, volunteers and others 

every day. If we listen carefully, we will find that 

many have good news stories to tell about the way 

God has worked in their own lives that enriches the 

lives and touches the hearts of others.  

Just as the angels spoke to those shepherds in that 

dark night long ago, bringing good news of great joy, 

we see and hear how God is s�ll very present among 

us, reminding us, once again, that we are beloved 

and called to love others. 

Merry Christmas to you and yours. 


