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Mission 

The mission of Presbyterian Homes & Services  

is to honor God by enriching the lives and  

touching the hearts of older adults. 

Vision 

To provide more choices and opportunities  

for more older adults to live well. 

Values 

Christian Culture 

Ready & Engaged People  

Operational Integrity  

Service Excellence  

Stewardship  

Introducing Jennifer Williams, Clinical Administrator 

I 
 am overjoyed to share that Jennifer Williams 
joined the SummerWood team, in early 
December, as our new Clinical Administrator.  

Jennifer will be overseeing the clinical aspects of 
care in addition to serving on our Quality Service 
Team (leadership team). She comes to us with a rich 
background in nursing, having served in various 
settings throughout her career, which will serve her 
well in this position. Jennifer is pictured here with 
her family followed by an introduction note she 
wrote to us: 

I am so thrilled for the opportunity to serve the 
Summerwood of Chanhassen community as your 
Clinical Administrator. I am excited to help enrich 
lives while creating smiles in the eyes of those I serve. 

I have been a registered nurse since 1993 with 
significant experience working in Oncology, 
Medical-Surgical and Gerontology. Previously I 
have worked for Abbott Northwestern Hospital, 
Fairview Ridges Hospital and Minnesota Oncology 
in various RN capacities. I started my career with 
Presbyterian Homes in 2015 as a RN Case Manager 
at McKenna Crossing, working primarily with 
assisted living clients. For the past 3-1/2 years I 
have worked for Optage Hospice as a RN Case 
Manager with Summerwood of Chanhassen as one of 
my primary sites. 

Away from work I enjoy spending time with my 
husband, Brian, our four children (ages 24, 21, 19 
and 17), our two yellow labs, and our two Arabian 
horses. I enjoy boating, gardening, reading, and 
going to horse shows to watch my daughter compete 
in English Equestrian competition. 

I look forward to meeting the residents, families and 
employees here at Summerwood of Chanhassen, and 
assisting with the provision of high-quality care. 

 

 

 

Please help me in welcoming Jennifer to our 
SummerWood family! 

Submitted by Amy Stock 
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A s we reflect on 2020, we could list a plethora  
of “thoughs.” 

Though we could not see one another’s faces 
most of the year… 

Though we refrained from giving hugs… 

Though our nation became more divided… 

Though our holiday celebrations were very small 
in number… 

Though we had to adapt to countless new 
regulations for our safety… 

Though we said good-byes to loved ones… 

Though our health faltered… 

As we mentally add to the list, let’s look to one of 
my favorite books of the Bible; the Old Testament 
book of Habakkuk. It is a short book, which I 
encourage you to listen to or read through sometime. 
One reason I appreciate the book is found in the 
subtitles: Chapter 1 “Habakkuk’s Complaint;” 
Chapter 1:12 “Habakkuk’s Second Complaint.” This 
prophet of old grumbled. I would imagine we can all 
relate to that, especially as we remember last year.   

But consider three lessons from Habakkuk. First, 
notice who he turned to with his concerns; “How 
long, O LORD…” (1:2) and “O LORD…” (1:12). 

Habakkuk went straight to the One who could do 
something about his complaints—the LORD. When 
we are tempted to murmur, let us go to God, who 
can handle our groanings much better than those 
around us. 

Second, we can be encouraged that God hears us. 
Notice the subtitles in the first two chapters; “The 
LORD’s Answer.” Now, we may not always 
understand God’s purposes and may find ourselves 
facing a list of new “thoughs” just as Habakkuk  
did: chapter 3:17; “Though the fig tree does not bud 
and there are no grapes on the vines, though the 
olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle  
in the stalls…” 

That brings us to lesson three, verses 18-19; “yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my 
Savior. The Sovereign Lord is my strength; He 
makes my feet like the feet of a deer, He enables me 
to tread on the heights.” Though 2020 proved 
challenging, God never left our side. He gave us 
strength to endure and showered us with unexpected 
joy. We can be confident He will continue to be 
faithful in 2021.  

Let us to turn to God regardless of the “thoughs” 
we encounter. 

By Pastor Jane Morgan 

“Though…” 
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Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, at 952-294-5534.  

 

 

 

 

Wishing special birthday 

blessings to those celebrating  

in January: 

Nancy van Eps, 1/2 

Joyce Tabor, 1/3 

Carol Boatman, 1/6 

Elaine Malakowsky, 1/7 

Glenyce Scherer, 1/7 

Anita Constable, 1/13 

Elizabeth Harkwell, 1/15 

Lorraine Dukart, 1/19 

Don Constable, 1/19 

Joan Peterson, 1/20 

Mary Schmid, 1/21 

Vivian Elmgren, 1/25 

Mary Meuwissen, 1/28 

SummerWood Snapshots 

We celebrated a “week 
of Thanksgiving”  
at SummerWood. 

Highlights: 

• Turkey coloring contest 

• Turkey Bingo 

• Story skit performed by staff members  

• Thanksgiving chapel services 

• Delicious Thanksgiving meal with our neighbors 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 
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Optage Hospice offers support for grief in the time of COVID-19 

The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted our lives in so 
many ways. People find themselves feeling anxious, 
sad, depressed, angry or lonely. They may also feel 
physical symptoms like fatigue, pain, sleeplessness 
and changes in appetite.  

Optage Hospice Chaplain Jenny Schroedel tells us 
that these feelings may be signs of grief. “Every time 
we have loss, we grieve,” she says. “We often don't 
think of it that way, as grief tends to be more 
associated with death, dying or bereavement.” 

Loss not only involves separation from those we love, 
but also other aspects of our life. Grief may emerge 
from the loss of work or purpose, health or the ability 
to be with others in meaningful ways. Even losing the 
future as we imagined can be cause for grief. 

If you are experiencing such feelings, Optage Hospice 
wants to assure you that you are not alone. We’re here 
to offer support and fellowship for anyone who is 
suffering loss and want you to know about two 
valuable resources to help keep you in touch with 
yourself and connected to others while you navigate 
the grief journey. 

Grief e-newsletter: An online publication is available 
to anyone who wishes to receive it in their email 
inbox. This newsletter will deliver helpful articles  
and spiritual support for you to read and use at your 
own convenience. See below to sign up and receive 
the newsletter. 

Virtual grief groups: Whether you live in a PHS 
community or several states away, you are invited to 
join one of our virtual grief support groups that meet 
by Zoom online video chat. New groups continue to 
form each month. Current groups that are formed or 
forming (each limited in size):  

Finding Meaning & Purpose Through Loss: 
Tuesdays @ 10 - 11 am, Jan. 5 - Feb 9.  

Caregiver Book Club: Loving Someone Who Has 
Dementia by Pauline Boss. Thursdays @ 6:30-
7:30 pm, Jan 7-March 11  

A Grief Observed Book Club: Thursdays @ 1:00 pm, 
Feb. 4 - Feb 25 (read and discuss the journal  
CS Lewis kept after his wife died)  

To join a group, subscribe to the e-newsletter or ask a 
question, contact Chaplain Jenny Schroedel, 
jschroedel@preshomes.org, (651)341-7105. 


