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A Look Back... 
SummerWood Celebrates 

15 Years of Service! 

Mission 
The mission of Presbyterian Homes & Services  
is to honor God by enriching the lives and  
touching the hearts of older adults. 

Vision 
To provide more choices and opportunities  
for more older adults to live well. 

Values 
Christian Culture 
Ready & Engaged People  
Operational Integrity  
Service Excellence  
Stewardship 

A Short Story by the Arbor Residents 

T he light turned red. 
There are two labs and 

their names are Sissy and 
Pooch. They are talking 
about the weather; can you 
believe that? They are 
happy — look at them 
smiling at each other. They 
are hanging out the car 
window telling each other      
“Look we made it!” 

Pooch is fancy; he has a neck-tie on. Pooch tells 
Sissy, “Let’s find a place to eat!” 

“Well of course I would love to go,” she responds, 
blushing with puppy eyes. 

They are going to a place where there is a lot of meat. 
They could go for a Filet Mignon and they know just 
where to find that. Pooch suggests to Sissy, “I think 
my master is making some for the family tonight. I’ll 
pick you up when the snow stops.” 

Her heart was beating so quickly she could barely 
respond, “Yes!”   

“I don’t know how long I can stay out. How about we 
have the opening course at 5:30pm?  I will meet you 
there,” Sissy responds to Pooch. 

“Perfect, I will see you there!” says Pooch. 

The light turns green and the cars go their separate 
ways. It’s already hard for them because they just met, 
and they already couldn’t take their eyes off each 
other. It’s a good thing they made big plans for 
tonight. They sure are smart dogs. 

Submitted by– Nadia Smith, Life Enrichment Director 

Guess Who I Met Today? 

Then... 

...& Now 

We look      
forward to the 

many years 
still yet to 

come! 
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T his is the month many youngsters eagerly 
choose a costume and anticipate the mounds 

of sweets they will receive on Halloween. I 
always enjoyed trick-or-treating as a child. 
However, Halloween was not widely observed in 
India when I served there as a teacher, so one year 
I decided my students should experience trick-or-
treating.   

Those interested were able to conjure up a 
plethora of costumes and were ready to give it a 
shot. As you can imagine, a major snag was that 
staff homes were not prepared to give us treats.  
One family had a few pieces of candy to divide 
between 15 of us. Another household had just 
finished dinner and gave us their leftover lettuce 
salad. A third home offered us three slivers of pie.  
And a fourth place gave us some rupees to 
purchase our own candy at the local store. 

Overall, we had a fun spontaneous evening, but 
the event was a stark reminder that Halloween is 
most effective when homes are prepared.   

Although the staff homes we visited were not 

prepared for us, by contrast, as followers of Jesus 
we have the assurance that God is preparing a 
beautiful place for us.   

Consider the words of Jesus as recorded by the 
Apostle John in his Gospel, chapter 14, verse 2.  
“In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; 
if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to 
prepare a place for you.”  You may wonder as 
Thomas did, “Lord, we do not know where You 
are going, how do we know the way?” (vs 5).  
Jesus’ well-known response is found in the next 
verse. “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but 
through Me.”   

May we find comfort knowing God is preparing 
His house. He is eagerly awaiting His children to 
"knock on the door" by placing their trust in Him. 

By Pastor Jane Morgan 

Active Aging Week: October 5-11 
We will host themed events during the week in honor 
of Active Aging. Themes include physical, social, 
intellectual, spiritual, emotional, vocational and 
environmental. Watch the communication boards for 
more details! 

Drive-thru Meet & Greet with Jennifer Blesi &  
15th Anniversary – October 23, 1-3 pm 

Drive up to meet Jennifer and learn 
more about what our community has to 
offer. Receive a FREE reusable 
grocery bag. This will be a social- 
distancing friendly event. *Please wear 
a mask. 

Halloween Fun– October 30 
October 30 get out your costume and 
join us to celebrate Halloween! 

Upcoming Events 

A Prepared Home 
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Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, at 952-294-5534.  

 

 

 

Wishing special birthday 
blessings to those celebrating  

in October: 

 

Chuck Setterstrom, 10/10 

Don Erickson, 10/21 

Sandy Cunningham, 10/22 

Elaine Stempel, 10/23 

PHS Foundation News 

Save the Date 

Optage® Flu Shot 
Clinic 

 

P lease save the date for our annual flu 
vaccination clinic, provided by Optage® 

Home Care, the home and community based 
services of Presbyterian Homes and Services.   

Date: Monday, October 12 

Please watch for more information regarding 
available times, sign ups and paperwork to 
complete before receiving your flu shot. 

With Gratitude – Blessings to You! 
Thank you from the  

Presbyterian Homes Foundation 

N early 3,000 donors chose to make charitable 
gifts to PHS communities in this last fiscal year, 

October 1, 2019 – September 30, 2020. Now more 
than ever, what a blessing you are to PHS and to your 
community! Thank you for your caring spirit and 
generous heart. 

Residents, family members, friends and employees 
feel called to give and volunteer their time to make 
communities caring and enjoyable homes for you and 
your neighbors.  

Because of your generous gifts, PHS is able to reflect 
the love of God in these ways: 

 Lift up greatest needs at PHS and  
your PHS community 

 Extend benevolence support to help residents 
weather financial hardship 

 Show employees they are appreciated during 
this challenging time and beyond 

 Help employees facing a crisis 

All charitable gifts are important and make a 
difference. The Presbyterian Homes Foundation 
accepts annual gifts to fund current needs and future 
gifts to address what is to come after us. 

The Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 9:8 reminds us 
“And God is able to provide you with every blessing 
in abundance, so that you may always have enough of 
everything and may provide in abundance for every 
good work.” May you find joy through giving! 

If you have questions about ways to give, please call 
the Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6408 
or 651-631-6418. Or if you prefer, visit the PHS 
website at www.preshomes.org and click on Make a 
Gift at the top of any page. Thank you! 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 
nonprofit organization and an equal 
opportunity employer serving older 
adults through community services, 
housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

SummerWood of Chanhassen 
525 Lake Drive 
Chanhassen, MN 55317 

952-294-5500 
www.summerwoodchanhassen.org 

The Wellness Journey — Active Aging Week: October 5-11 
“The purposes of a person’s heart are deep waters, but one who has insight draws them out.”  ~ Proverbs 20:5 

C elebrating aging and the benefits of active living 
at any age, Active Aging Week showcases the 

capabilities of older adults as fully participating 
members of society and promotes the benefits of a 
healthy lifestyle. Presbyterian Homes & Services 
vision: “To provide more choices and opportunities 
for more older adults to live well,” shapes Active 
Aging Week in our communities with opportunities 
for you to discover how you can continue living well. 

Each day of the week will feature one of the Seven 
Dimensions of Wellness: physical, social, intellectual, 
emotional, vocational, environmental and spiritual, 
demonstrating the unity of the different departments 
that support you on a day to day basis. Throughout the 
week, we will explore your personal wellness goals 
while providing opportunities to re-connect and learn 
more about the community surrounding you. 

Throughout COVID-19, our attention has been drawn 
to what we are unable to do. Active Aging week will 
shift that focus and highlight what you CAN continue 

doing, even when obstacles appear. Although this 
year has brought us challenges, we are here to walk 
with you on your Wellness Journey to rediscover the 
purpose that is within you. 

Initiated in 2003 by the International Council on 
Active Aging®, the weeklong observation calls 
attention to and wholeheartedly celebrates the 
positivity of aging today. Active Aging Week 
challenges society’s diminished expectations of aging 
by showing that, regardless of age or health 
conditions, older adults can live as fully as possible in 
all areas of life. The objective of the annual health-
promotion event is to give as many older adults as 
possible the means to experience wellness activities 
and exercise in a safe, supportive environment. It also 
promotes the benefits of healthier, more active 
lifestyles across the life span. 

Check the community calendar for October 5-11 to 
see what great activities are planned for Active Aging 
Week at your community. 


