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For your planning: 
Donors may give to a priority that touches their heart. 
To support residents, there are funds at your 
community for greatest needs, resident benevolence 
and spiritual life programming. All PHS communities 
have an employee education assistance fund to 
support qualified employees with scholarships to 
complete certifications or degrees. All gifts are 
welcomed and important. 

Note: Some gifts take more time to complete. If your 
year-end giving plans include gifting stock or a 
qualified charitable distribution from your IRA.  

Please know that these gifts take time for brokers or 
advisors to process. If you need assistance, please call 
the Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6408 
or 651-631-6418. 

Thank you for all you do to make your PHS 
community great. Giving from your heart brings you 
joy – thank you for sharing your joy with others.  May 
your Christmas season be filled with much love!  

PHS Foundation News: Your Great Gifts 

Veterans Day 2019 

Thhe Veterans Day Program to  
honor SummerWood veterans  
and remember those who have 

gone before us featured:  

 Performance by children  
from St. Hubert School 

 Presentation of gifts to  
our veterans 

 Patriotic sing-a-long with  
Tara B (vocals/piano) 

 Lunch in the SkyRoom  

W e thank you! Financial gifts to your PHS 
community are a blessing to your neighbors 

and employees – and even to you. Sharing gifts with 
loved ones is top-of-mind this month for many of us. 
We wanted to offer you a moment to reflect about 
what is on your heart during this season of sharing 
joy with loved ones and neighbors.  

Perhaps you feel called to make a financial gift to 
your PHS community. The Presbyterian Homes 
Foundation is ready to assist you. Here are a few 
important points to keep in mind:  

All gifts make a difference.   
If a gift is meaningful to you, it is meaningful to your 
PHS community. Please know that if you direct your 
charitable donation to your community, that 100% of 
your donation goes to your community. 

Giving from the heart pleases you, the giver.  
You know that your gift will make a positive 
difference within your PHS community. You know 
that your gift will help those close to you – a neighbor 
or an employee. Giving provides donors a sense of 
purpose and satisfaction. 
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W hen I was a child, I remember listening to the 

story, “Why the Chimes Rang,” by Raymond 

Macdonald Alden (1909). It deeply moved me. May 

this shortened version touch each of our hearts this 

Christmas.  Merry Christmas!  ~Pastor Jane 

There was once a wonderful church. Every Sunday, 

thousands of people climbed the hill to its great 

archways. At one corner of the church was a great 

gray tower and at the top was a chime of Christmas 

bells. But no one had heard them for years and years.  

It was the custom on Christmas Eve for all the people 

to bring to the church their offerings to the Christ-

child. Yet, people had been growing less careful of 

their gifts and no offering was brought, great enough 

to deserve the music of the chimes.  

Now, a number of miles from the city, lived a boy 

named Pedro and his little brother. They had heard of 

the service in the church on Christmas Eve and had a 

secret plan to see the beautiful celebration. “Nobody 

can guess, Little Brother,” Pedro would say, “all the 

fine things there are to see and hear; and I have even 

heard it said that the Christ-child sometimes comes 

down to bless the service.” 

The day before Christmas was bitterly cold. Pedro and 

Little Brother were able to slip away early in the 

afternoon; before nightfall they saw the lights of the 

big city. They were about to enter when they saw 

something near their path. It was a poor woman who 

had fallen—too sick and tired to have found shelter. 

Pedro knelt down beside her and tried to rouse her. 

When he had looked at her he said: 

“It’s no use, Little Brother. You will have to go  

on alone.” 

“Alone?” cried Little Brother. “And you not see the 

Christmas festival?” 

“No,” said Pedro, “this poor woman will freeze to 

death if nobody cares for her. I am sure the Christ-

child must know how I should love to come with you 

and worship Him. Little Brother, take this little silver 

piece of mine, and lay it down for my offering when 

no one is looking.” 

In this way he hurried Little Brother off to the city.  

The great church was a wonderful place that night. At 

the close of the service came the procession with the 

offerings to be laid on the altar. Rich men marched 

proudly up to lay down their gifts to the Christ-child. 

There was a great murmur as the people saw the king 

take his royal crown and lay it on the altar. “Surely we 

shall hear the bells now.” But still, only the cold wind 

was heard in the tower and the people shook their 

heads and doubted if the chimes ever rang at all. 

Suddenly the organist stopped playing. Not a sound 

could be heard from any one but as all the people 

strained their ears to listen, there came softly but 

distinctly, the sound of the chimes in the tower. The 

music was so much sweeter than anything that had 

been heard before. Then the people all stood up 

together and stared straight at the altar, to see what 

great gift had awakened the long-silent bells. 

But all that the nearest of them saw was the childish 

figure of Little Brother, who had crept softly down the 

aisle when no one was looking, and had laid Pedro’s 

little piece of silver on the altar. 

SummerWood Snapshots 
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Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, at 952-294-5534.  

What’s Happening in December? 

 

Wishing special birthday 

blessings to those celebrating  

in December: 

Bruce Hieronymus, 12/3 

Emil Milacek, 12/7 

Velma Wilder, 12/7 

Marlene Brister, 12/8 

Rita Gillis, 12/10 

Barb Noble, 12/10 

Clarice Hughes, 12/14 

LaVerne Paul, 12/16 

Rosemary Will, 12/16 

Dorothy Nelson, 12/21 

Jean Schneider, 12/23 

Harriett Kasprick, 12/24 

Stanley Reigert, 12/24 

Dolores Pelligrini, 12/28 

 

 

12/2 - Terrace Christmas Dinner 

 5:00 pm-7:00 pm 

 Music by CODA, Sign Up 

12/3 - Arbor Christmas Dinner  

 5:00 pm-6:00 pm 

 Music by Ross McCleod, Sign Up 

12/5 - Commons Christmas Dinner 

 4:00 pm & 5:30 pm, Assigned Seatings 

 Music by Music by Pianist/Vocals, Tara B 

12/7 - Terrace outing to Westwood Community 

 Church Christmas Concert 

 Depart at 3:00 pm, $18, Sign up 

12/10 - Residents Meetings: 

 11:00 a m Arbor, 1:00 pm Commons,  

 2:00 pm Terrace 

12/11 - ‘Sing-A-Long’ 

 2:30 pm, Chapel 

12/11 - Eden Prairie Mall Shopping 

 Depart at 9:45 am, Sign Up 

12/16 - Christmas ‘Bells’ Concert 

 6:30 pm, Chapel 

12/17 - Books Clubs  

 10:30 am Commons with  

 Chanhassen  Librarian Mary 

 1:00 pm, Terrace, 2nd Floor 

12/18- Terrace Outing 

 Ames Theatre, Burnsville,  

 “Church  Basement Ladies” 

12/19 - Birthday Party 

 2:00 pm, Music by duo “Firespice” 

 Village Center 

12/31 - New Year’s Eve Dinner and Piano 

 4:00 pm-6:00 pm 

 Music by Cindy Scheffler 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 
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Christmas: Good News, Great Joy! 
“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’” ~ Luke 2:15 

I t is a wonder that the first announcement of 

Christ on earth came to shepherds – simple 

workers of the field, looked down upon by 

society. They lived with the sheep they cared for, 

and the demands were never ending.  Yet it was 

they who were first invited to see the newborn 

Lamb of God!  

As we consider the shepherds rising up from their 

work to find Mary, Joseph and the Christ child, 

we can place ourselves alongside them by 

reflecting on where we might find Jesus in our 

midst.  

At Presbyterian Homes & Services, our mission 

over the last 64 years has remained: To honor 

God by enriching the lives and touching the 

hearts of older adults. As we celebrate another 

year together in ministry, we have been blessed 

by the residents, families, employees, volunteers, 

donors and friends who make up Presbyterian 

Homes & Services. When we rise up in the 

presence of the aged and dedicate ourselves to 

service for and with them, we are rising up to see 

Jesus as well.  

In the year ahead, may we, like the shepherds, rise 

up to see Jesus and tell others the wonderful 

things that God is making happen in our midst. 

God bless you and may the love of Christ be with 

you and yours this Christmas and throughout the 

year ahead. 

Merry Christmas 


