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Mission 

The mission of Presbyterian Homes & Services  

is to honor God by enriching the lives and  

touching the hearts of older adults. 

Vision 

To provide more choices and opportunities  

for more older adults to live well. 

Values 

Christian Culture 

Ready & Engaged People  

Operational Integrity  

Service Excellence  

Stewardship  

T 
his year, we may be celebrating Christmas in 

an unusual way. Based on COVID guidelines, 

we may not have our normal grand feast with 

family and friends. But allow me to suggest a way to 

celebrate in a meaningful way, offering a unique gift.   

Over the last few years, I have enjoyed learning the 

histories of many residents. While conversing, I ask 

many questions. They are questions I wish I had asked 

my grandparents. Oh, how I would love to sit down 

with my grandmother for a day and discover more 

about the fifty-some years she lived in India, or ask 

my other grandmother how she was able to faithfully 

serve God as a missionary after losing her husband. 

twelve years after marriage, and a daughter the 

following year.   

Although we may regret not being able to learn from 

loved ones now gone, we do have the opportunity to 

share our history with younger generations. So, this 

month, I suggest taking time to write your story, as a 

unique gift for your families to cherish. There are 

books that can be purchased, which are formatted with 

a question and answer style, and are available through 

Christian Book Distributors. Or, you most certainly 

can create your own book. I would be happy to help 

you get started if you would like. 

As you answer questions in a book or write your own 

story, be sure to include accounts of how God has 

walked with you in your journey of life. The Psalmist, 

Asaph, recorded these words in Psalm 78.4; “We will 

not hide them from their children, but tell to the 

coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, 

and His might, and the wonders that He has done.” 

This Christmas, my brothers and I are receiving a 

book about my dad’s life. (I know because I had the 

privilege of asking him all the questions.) Let me 

assure you, it has been fun to imagine my dad as a 

young boy, riding his bicycle up the hillsides of India 

and pouting when he didn’t win a game of monopoly.  

I have learned more about my grandparents through 

my dad’s accounts. And it has been uplifting to hear 

of his perseverance through struggles and his 

steadfast faith in God. Let me encourage you to offer 

a unique gift to the younger generation in your family.  

It will bring joy to their hearts. 

Submitted by 

Pastor Jane Morgan 

A Unique Gift for an Unusual Christmas 
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SummerWood Snapshots: Halloween 

Enjoying socially-distanced 

Halloween festivities 
Fitness Classes with Costumes 

Window visits with  

little ones 

Team Members getting into character Hallway dancing & treats 
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Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, at 952-294-5534.  

Wishing special birthday blessings to 
those celebrating in December: 

Velma Wilder, 12/7 

Barbara Noble, 12/10 

Rita Gillis, 12/10 

Clarice Hughes, 12/14 

Laverne Paul, 12/16 

PHS Foundation News:  

This Remains Constant – YOU are special to PHS! 

Christmas Eve Services with Pastor Jane 

 

Terrace 

Commons 

Arbor 

 

Please watch the activity calendars and community 

postings for more details... 

Y ear’s end often sparks reflection. This certainly was a year like few others. We continue to pray for your 

protection and peace of mind.  

Yet one thing remains the same – YOU are special to your PHS community! Your friends, neighbors and 

employees appreciate and care for you. The simple act of smiling is still noticed and felt even as we continue to 

don masks. Thank you for keeping your community close to your heart and in your prayers. 

We have received financial gifts from residents and their loved ones throughout the year. Donors tell us again 

and again that giving brings them hope. And hope reminds us there are still many blessings to count. 

This year has demonstrated – yet again – that all gifts make a difference. If a gift is personally meaningful to 

you, it is every bit as meaningful to your PHS community. Thank you! 

Points to remember: 

• If you direct your charitable donation to your community, 100% of your donation goes to your 

community. 

• To support residents, gifts to greatest needs, benevolence and spiritual life are welcomed. 

• Many want to show gratitude to employees. You may direct your gift to employee appreciation, employee 

education assistance or employee hardship.  

• Any gift may be made In Honor or In Memory of a loved one. 

A note about timing:  Some gifts take more time to complete. If your year-end giving plans include gifting 

stock or a qualified charitable distribution from your IRA, please know that these gifts take time for brokers or 

advisors to process. If you need assistance, please call the Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6408 or 

651-631-6418. 

Thank you for all you do to make your PHS community great. May your Christmas season be filled with much 

love!  

Rosemary Will, 12/16 

Margaret Kremers, 12/21 

Dorothy Nelson, 12/21 

Jean Peterson, 12/21 

Jean Schneider, 12/23 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 
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God’s light shines at Christmas and throughout the year 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. ~John 1:5 

H ow wonderful that Christmas comes in the 

darkness of winter. This holy day brings the 

light of God’s love revealed in Jesus to our lives 

and our world. The Gospel of John proclaims, “In 

him was life and that life is the light of all” (John 

1:4).  This familiar passage echoes Jesus declaring, 

“I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). Christmas 

is the season of good will, reminding us that we are 

called to share the light of his love with one 

another.  

Yes, this Christmas will be different in the season of 

COVID.  These past months have granted us 

renewed sense of that which is essential. The 

residents, families, volunteers and employees of 

PHS have stepped up in amazing ways to fight fear, 

carry each other through long days and provide 

hope. While our bodies may have become 

accustomed to physical distance, our souls continue 

to reach out for connection. It is in these 

connections with each other that we see the light of 

Christ shining in the darkness. 

The mission of Presbyterian Homes & Services, “to 

honor God by enriching the lives and touching the 

hearts of older adults,” is grounded in the belief that 

all we do is motivated by God’s love revealed to us 

in the light of Jesus Christ. God’s light in Jesus 

shines brightly at Christmas to remind us that we 

are loved and capable of loving in return. Nothing 

can separate us from the love of Christ or stop his 

love from shining within and among us. The 

darkness cannot overcome the light. COVID cannot 

overcome our joy. 

May the light of Christ’s love be with you and yours 

this Christmas and throughout the year to come.  

Merry Christmas 


