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I  pray that your year is off to a good start! This 

month, I am blessed with the opportunity to 

share a poem wri�en by our very own, Blanche 

Maurer, a Terrace Resident at SummerWood.  

I don’t consider myself artsy or musical, but I do find 

that poetry is such a beau%ful way to express 

thoughts and feelings. I myself have wri�en various 

poems and also find it a fun way to share news or 

express gra%tude; Blanche shares this sen%ment. 

Blanche shared that she belonged to a group of 

ladies back home, The Red Hat Ladies: “We danced 

and sang and shared poems at various places. I 

never thought I’d be living in a place where I used to 

entertain!” She shared that one day she was wai%ng 

to be picked up by the group and “scribbled” this 

poem down. She shared it with the ladies in the car, 

and they decided that they’d be star%ng their visits 

with the poem moving forward. 

In the Shadow of my Life 

As I Sit all Alone,  

Feeling so Young at Heart 

But Know How Old I’ve Grown,  

I’m Reminiscing of the Past 

And All the Years Gone By 

And As I do, I Wipe a Tear from My Eye. 

For I must not be lonely or blue 

I Have So Many Blessings, True 

I Thank the Lord From Above 

For His Many Gi6s and Precious Love. 

—Blanche Maurer, November 2, 2021 

From the Campus  
Administrator 
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Pastor’s Message 

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, 

that we should be called children of God. (1 John 3:1 

ESV) 

W hat kind of love has God given us? The 

Greek language has different words for 

love: brotherly love, familial love, and roman%c 

love. We celebrate Valen%ne’s Day in February—

predominantly an apprecia%on of roman%c love. 

Another kind of love emphasized by Chris%ans is 

agape love. Such a love seeks the good of others.  

C.S. Lewis wrote: “In God there is no hunger that 

needs to be filled, only plenteousness that desires 

to give.” From God’s abundance comes His love. 

And it is a self-giving love. For God so loved the 

world that He gave His one and only Son (John 

3:16). Why would he do that? To make us family! 

And as family, we are to love one another—to 

display God’s family likeness. For “love bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 

all things” (1 Corinthians 13:7).  

Has God’s self-giving love touched your life? Receive 

the love of God in Christ and become part of his 

family. From out of the abundance of God’s love for 

us, we will bless others—our family, friends, 

community, and world with true agape love,  

God’s love. 

By Pastor Ma� Anderson  
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Fran Muller, Arbor Resident    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Nix 

Culinary Server 

R yan Nix has been a part of the Culinary 

Department for seven years as a server. 

During his %me here he has been blessed by being 

given the chance to provide meaningful service and 

make people smile. He most enjoys engaging with 

residents on a more personal than business level 

which brings him much fulfillment. 

 

Two exci%ng facts  many do not know about Ryan is 

that he can play the guitar and he went to school 

for journalism. 

 

Melinda Williams 

Clinical Administrator 

 

Chanhassen Champion 

F ran Muller is no stranger to anyone living here at 

SWC. She has graced the halls of each building, 

star%ng her “home” with us in the Terrace, moving to 

the Commons and now se�ling in the Arbor. Frans 

journey with PHS did not begin here, however. She    

started her PHS way of life seated at the recep%on 

desk at PHS Bloomington. There she greeted staff, 

residents and others for almost 10 years un%l her 

hearing loss en%ced her to re%re. She states that she 

s%ll enjoys the plant she received upon her leaving. 

As a long%me Minnesota resident, she loves the        

community and has gained many friends here, 

including the local football fever of the Minnesota 

Vikings.  Ask her about her tailga%ng at the Met 

Stadium back in the day!  She wears her purple proud!  

She has also spent her days playing bridge and 

par%cipa%ng in the Bloomington Jaycees 

organiza%on.   

Before her PHS journey, Fran grew up in a small 

town in Iowa where she had several horses. She 

enjoyed horseback riding and caring for them. One of 

her fondest memories is when she met her husband 

while he was serving in the Air Force and she was 

home on break from college in CO. He was from a 

small town just 10 miles away from her childhood 

home (Ackley and Aplington). 

She became a great-grandmother two years ago; her 

son's daughter (Melissa) had a son, Tavho, who 

recently celebrated the birth of another boy, Brano, 

two weeks ago! She also has a great-grandson, Ian, 

from grand-daughter, Leslie. Fran has three children, 

Dana, Debra, and Dawn. Dana and Dawn live close by 

in Chanhassen and Chaska. Debra recently moved to 

her cabin/lake home in the Northwoods but comes in 

town frequently.   

One of Fran's quiet indulgences is feeding her sweet 

tooth, in par%cular, a love for chocolate or ice cream!  

Since coming to join SWC, Fran has been blessed with 

the camaraderie of her neighbors, exercising, new & 

fun ac%vi%es and keeping busy every day.  

Jennifer Lachermeier, Life Enrichment Director 



Letter from the Foundation adjusted annually for infla%on. This ensures 

that your giving keeps pace with infla%on. 

We know these updates can seem complex and it’s 

important to receive answers to your ques%ons! 

Your financial advisors can provide you with more 

details. If you have ques%ons about giving to your 

PHS community, please contact a gi6 planner at 

your community or call the PHS Founda%on at 651-

631-6408 or 651-631-6418. Happy 2023! 

 

New Legisla�on and You: Secure 2.0 Act 

A  new year has brought more than just 

resolu%ons. It’s brought new laws and other 

changes that may affect you. The new laws include 

re%rement changes, known collec%vely as “Secure 

2.0,” that may affect your saving and your giving. 

Allows for a distribu�on from your IRA to fund 

a life-income gi! 

If you are 70-1/2 or older, you can make a one-

%me elec%on for a QCD of up to $50,000 

(without being taxed) from your IRA to fund 

a life-income gi6 such as a charitable gi6 

annuity, charitable remainder unitrust or 

charitable remainder annuity trust. These 

types of gi6s allow you to make a gi6 to a 

qualified charity, like PHS or your PHS 

community, and receive life%me payments to 

boost your re%rement income, or provide 

life%me payment for another beneficiary. 

Increases the required minimum distribu�on 

(RMD) age to 73 in 2023 

It does not increase the age when an IRA owner 

can take a qualified charitable distribu%on 

(QCD). That remains at 70-1/2.   

Adjusts for infla�on the $100,000 annual limit 

on direct gi!s to qualified chari�es from 

your IRA 

Historically, the amount you could give to 

qualifying chari%es without paying income 

taxes on the distribu%on was capped at 

$100,000 per year. This figure will now be 
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SummerWood News 

Summerwood Birthdays 

BARB K  2-1 

NAN P  2-2 

PAT AN  2-3 

MARY ANN K 2-8 

TYNEE P  2-9  

GEORGIA K  2-9 

ELLIE T  2-13 

MARY SC  2-19 

LORI M  2-20    

HAL K   2-25 

DONNA S  2-25 



SummerWood of Chanhassen 

525 Lake Drive 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

952-294-5500 

www.SummerWoodChanhassen.org 
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Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 
nonprofit organiza%on and an equal 
opportunity employer serving older 
adults through community services, 
housing, and health care.  

O ptage™, the home and community services 

division of Presbyterian Homes & Services 

(PHS), recently introduced a new logo and website.  

Our new logo is a stylized flame symbolizing the 

presence of God’s Holy Spirit. It also includes a  

fish within the flame, an ancient symbol of  

Chris%an fellowship. 

Optage.org has been redesigned for an excep%onal 

user experience. The new website will be faster and 

easier to navigate, and brings a range of features that 

help older adults find and use services for home care, 

hospice and meals.    

Optage services help people live independently, 

ac%vely and with purpose, whether one’s home is in a 

senior living community or in the broader 

community. Optage works from a founda%on of 

Chris%an ministry that upholds the spirit of 

compassion and service to all.  

In addi%on, Optage staff maintain special training and 

cer%fica%on in geriatric care so older adults receive 

the best, targeted care for their unique needs. For 

those living in senior communi%es, Optage staff apply 

their exper%se in collabora%ng with mul%ple 

caregivers, including family and site staff to deliver 

seamless, holis%c care.  

With Optage, you gain the confidence to stay at 

home and live the life you choose. To contact the 

Optage care team directly or to learn more about the 

suppor%ve services available, 

visit Optage.org today!  

Optage: a fresh look expresses an enduring 

commitment to support you at home  


