
SUMMERWOOD News 
April 2020 

PHS Foundation News 

A Thoughtful Way to Say “I Care” 

A note about schedules: This month’s newsletter and calendars were prepared in mid-

March. The time-sensitive information they contain reflects the best of our knowledge at that 

time. However, to protect everyone’s health from the spread of coronavirus, some activities, 

meetings, gatherings or outings noted in the newsletter and/or calendars may be postponed or 

cancelled. Please check for daily updates. 

S 
howing people how much you care is a special part of life, yet finding just the right 

gift to express your feelings can sometimes be difficult. Presbyterian Homes 

Foundation Tribute Giving program makes it easy for you. You will feel good and 

your honoree will feel special! 

Every tribute gift goes to support the mission of PHS to enrich the lives and touch the 

hearts of older adults. At this time of year, with Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, and 

Father’s Day approaching, you are invited to honor or remember someone special in your 

life. This is a time for us to pause from our busy daily lives and reflect on those who 

touch or have touched our hearts – a parent, grandparent, family member or a dear friend. 

To make a tribute gift In Memory Of or In Honor Of a special person in your life, please 

call the Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6105 or 651-631-6418. Or if you 

prefer to make your gift online, please visit preshomes.org and click on Make a Gift. 

As always, you may designate your gift to support greatest needs, employee education 

assistance, benevolence or chaplaincy and spiritual programs at your community. 

May this time of year provide a peaceful reflection, as well as an opportunity to express 

gratitude for those who have touched your life. 
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A pril is a meaningful month for those of 

the Christian faith as we commemorate 

events in the life of Jesus Christ.   

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, the day 

Jesus rode into Jerusalem; followed by 

Maundy Thursday, the last supper Jesus had 

with His disciples; next there is Good Friday 

marking the death of Jesus; last, there is  

Easter Sunday, the day we celebrate our 

resurrected Lord. 

As we anticipate reflecting on these days, let 

us take a moment to look back at an account 

in the Old Testament, recorded in the first 

book of the Bible, Genesis. The patriarch 

Abraham received a promise from God—a 

son who would become a great nation, more 

numerous than the stars in the sky. And yet, 

God told Abraham to take his son, Isaac,  

to Mount Moriah and offer him there as a 

burnt offering.   

Abraham was a man of great faith; he obeyed 

God. Perhaps he reasoned that God would 

keep His covenant by raising Isaac from the 

dead. So, Abraham bound his son, the pride 

and joy of his life, and laid him on top of the 

wood on the altar. The Scriptures record in 

Genesis 22:10 “Then [Abraham] reached out 

his hand and took the knife to slay his son.”  

At that moment God intervened; verse 

13, “Abraham looked up and there in a thicket 

he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went 

over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a 

burnt offering instead of his son.” God spared 

Isaac by providing a ram; thus, Abraham 

called that place “Jehovah-Jireh,” meaning 

“the Lord Will Provide.”   

I would imagine both Abraham and Isaac 

cherished this name of God. But the name 

Jehovah-Jireh is even more meaningful today.  

During Holy Week, we focus on God’s 

sacrificial provision that would pay the price 

for our sin once and for all. God became a 

human being, the spotless Lamb, and died on 

a cross. When we choose to follow Jesus as 

our Lord, God, and Savior we are completely 

forgiven. And by the resurrection of Jesus, we 

receive the gift of everlasting life. (John 3:16) 

Let us worship God as Jehovah-Jireh, the God 

who provides our greatest need. 

Submitted by: Pastor Jane Morgan 

The Names of God:  Jehovah-Jireh 
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Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, at 952-294-5534.  

What’s Happening in April? 
 

 

 

Wishing special birthday blessings 
to those celebrating in April: 

 

SummerWood celebrates Vicki Sweeney as 

she concludes her Interim Leadership role in 

Nutrition & Culinary and  returns to her 

home site, Lake Minnetonka Shores. 

Helen Ernst, 4/4 

Charles DeVries, 4/9 

Paula Phelps, 4/10 

Vija Reichenberger, 4/12 

Linn Cowles, 4/19 

Marilyn Kaiser, 4/23 

Deanna Williams, 4/25 

Ramer Streed, 4/26 

Myrna Droegemueller, 4/30 

4/1 - WESTWOOD CHURCH SERVICE 

 10:00 am, Chapel 

4/3 - Blood pressure taken in the Terrace 

 1:00 pm, First Friday of Each Month 

4/6 - Faith Series with Diane Potts 

 1:00 pm, April 6 - April 20, Chapel 

4/9 - Maundy Thursday Meal 

 4:00 pm-6:00 pm 

 3rd Floor Commons Dining Room 

4/10 - Good Friday Service with Pastor Jane 

 11:00 am, Chapel  

4/12 - Easter Brunch 

 10:30 am - 1:00 pm 

 3rd Floor Dining Room, Sign Up  

4/14 - Resident Meetings 

Arbor 11:00 am 

Commons 1:00 pm 

Terrace 2:00 pm 

4/28 - Book Clubs 

 10:30 am Commons 

 1:00 pm Terrace 

All activities are subject to change. 

Thank you Vicki Sweeney! 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

SummerWood of Chanhassen 

525 Lake Drive 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

952-294-5500 

www.summerwoodchanhassen.org 

Thank you, volunteers for making a difference every day 

A pril 19-25, 2020 is National Volunteer 

Appreciation Week. As of the printing of this 

newsletter (mid-March), PHS communities are taking 

pro-active steps to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. 

This means that volunteer assignments and community 

activities will likely be curtailed this month, including 

plans for volunteer recognition gatherings.  

We want to affirm that these preventative measures do 

not diminish our deep appreciation for our volunteers. 

In the next few weeks PHS communities are finding a 

variety of ways to recognize volunteers and say thank 

you every day to those who serve throughout the year.  

Winston Churchill famously said, “We make a living 

by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” 

At Presbyterian Homes & Services (PHS), our vital 

corps of volunteers understands this better than most. 

In 2019 we were blessed by the service of more than 

3,100 volunteers who offered an extraordinary total of 

182,766 hours.  

Volunteerism is one of the hallmarks of PHS. From 

our beginnings in 1955, local church members, 

children, service clubs, neighbors, resident family 

members and staff have volunteered in every PHS 

community. We are blessed to have a wide diversity 

of volunteers, some who are here once a year, and 

some who are with us every day. Many of our 

volunteers are also residents who graciously serve 

their neighbors and strengthen the whole community’s 

Christian culture through their care and compassion 

These volunteers complete a variety of tasks—reading 

to residents, assisting with activities, tending gardens, 

delivering mail, running errands and helping with 

office projects. Volunteers also support the services 

provided by PHS employees by doing the little extras 

and spending valuable time with residents. All of our 

volunteers lighten the work of the staff and brighten 

the days of residents. Please take time to thank a 

volunteer today! 


