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Employee Spotlight 

Mother’s Day: A Day to Reflect on the  
Mothers of Our Past & Present 

I  love this picture! It is a picture of my sister Cary 
(left), myself, Grandma Maggie and my mom (far 

right). A three-generational picture taken in the front 
yard of my then home in Chaska. I was a new mom 
in this picture and celebrating my first Mother’s Day. 

As I look at the picture, I not only think about these 
women and what they have meant to me in my life, 
but also think about each of their mother-like 
qualities. Each of these women pictured with me, 
differing from each other, have impacted my life in 
their role as mothers.  

We have all met women in our life that we’ve 
admired for their motherly skills: whether a teacher, 
sister, aunt, friend, mentor or our own mother. 
Proverbs 31:25-28 reads, “Strength and dignity are 
her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. She 
opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of 
kindness is on her tongue. She looks well to the ways 
of her household and does not eat the bread  
of idleness.”  

As we celebrate Mother’s Day this year on Sunday, 
May 9, take a moment to reflect on the women who 
have inspired you in your life! Have a blessed 
Mother’s Day!  

-Amy Stock, Campus Administrator 

From the Campus 
Administrator 

I  am pleased to share that Gladys Karuru has joined 
our clinical team as an RN Case Manager for our 

AL residents in early March. Her focus area will be 
with our 3rd floor residents. She will be responsible 
for the provision and monitoring of high-quality 
clinical care and services to our Summerwood 
residents. She comes to us with a rich background in 
senior care, working in various settings of long-term 
care, home health care and hospice. Her experience 
will serve her well in this position.  

I moved to Minnesota 20 years ago, and to be honest, 
I'm still learning on how to drive in the snow.  

I have worked in healthcare for 18 years, first as a 
home health aide, then as an RN for 11 years. I do 
not watch a lot of 
television these days, 
but I am a movie fan. 
My favorite movie of 
all time is "A Beautiful 
Mind." I think I have 
watched it 101 times 
since it came out in 
2001.  

I cherish spending my free time with friends and 
family. I enjoy spending time outdoors, and recently 
developed an interest in photography. I chose SWC 
because of its proximity to my house. I look forward 
to meeting the residents of the SWC community and 
listening to their life stories (filled with so much 
wisdom). I know from past experiences that each 
resident interaction is special, meaningful and 
different. I also look forward to working with the 
awesome team at SWC and family members to 
support our residents to continue to thrive. 

Please help me welcome Gladys to our  
Summerwood family. 

                  -Jennifer Williams, Clinical Administrator 
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SummerWood Snapshots 

B ack in March we celebrated St. Patrick’s 
Day with all things GREEN! 

D uring my first years of marriage, my brother 
invited me over to his house whenever the 

Packers and Vikings played each other in national 
football. I guess he was attempting to spare friction 
between my husband (a die-hard Packers fan) and 
me (a forever Vikings fan). Yet, over the years, I 
surrendered to the fact I would never convert 
Robert, and thus now say in jest “being a Packers 
fan is the only negative thing about my husband — 
I guess no one is perfect.”    

This past Christmas, my brother gave us a wall 
hanging showing our teams’ logos in each state 
with a heart connecting the two. The plaque has the 
words “HOUSE 
DIVIDED, YET 
UNITED” sketched 
on it. Although the 
gift was one of my 
favorites, it is not 
theologically 
correct.  

Consider the words 
of Jesus. After He 
cast a demon out of 
a man, the religious 
leaders accused 
Jesus of doing so by the power of Beelzebub, the 
prince of demons. Matthew recorded Jesus’ 
response, “Every kingdom divided against itself is 
laid waste; and no city or house divided against 
itself will stand” (Matthew 12:25). Jesus 
understood the importance of unity within a group. 
Indeed, His longest documented prayer contained 
one request: for His followers to be as one (see 
John 17). 

Right now, one of the greatest needs for God’s 
people is to stand together against racism. Racism 
runs directly counter to everything the Gospel 

represents. God affirms the infinite value 
of all people, regardless of nationality, race, 
development, appearance or ability. In the Church 
“there is neither Jew nor Greek, neither slave nor 
free, neither male nor female” and it is where “all 
are one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).   

So first, may I suggest we pray as Jesus did: that as 
followers of Jesus we “may be brought to complete 
unity” (John 17:23). Second, let us love one another 
as Jesus loves each of us (John 13:34). 

- Pastor Jane 

A People United 
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Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, at 952-294-5534.  

 

 

 

 

Wishing special birthday 
blessings to those celebrating  

in May: 

 
Dick Smart, 5/2 

Marian Pavlovich, 5/5 

John Malakowsky, 5/6 

Lorna Myhre, 5/11 

Katie Martineau, 5/12 

Barb Johnson, 5/13 

Lorraine Miedema, 5/13 

Jan Bothun, 5/15 

Bonnie Smith, 5/16 

Mary Ann Placzek, 5/17 

Val Byerly, 5/17 

Jim Hersman, 5/22 

Art Rotman, 5/29 

Marion Tomalka, 5/31 

PHS Foundation News 

How You Make a Difference as a 
Joy Society Member 

P resbyterian Homes & Services was founded 
through a visionary and generous gift from 

Ms. Lillias Joy in the early 1950s. She gifted 20 
acres of land on the shores of Lake Johanna in 
Arden Hills, the site of the first Presbyterian 
Home in Minnesota and what is now PHS’ 
Johanna Shores community. 

In honor of Lillias Joy, the Presbyterian Homes 
Foundation created the Joy Society. This is our 
way to recognize donors who – like Lillias Joy – 
have a vision of providing more choices and 
opportunities for people PHS serves. Donors who 
make annual or continuing gifts of $1,000 or more 
are members of the Joy Society. 

Charitable gifts may be directed to advance the 
mission of PHS or to benefit your community for 
a purpose that speaks to you: greatest needs, 
employee hardship or scholarships, resident 
benevolence or spiritual life. 

As a member of the Joy Society you will: 
 Be invited to special events with PHS leaders 
 Learn about the future of older adult services 

from industry experts 
 If desired, receive recognition in print and 

interactive media 
 Make a personal investment in PHS’ future 

The Presbyterian Homes Foundation welcomes 
the opportunity to provide you with information 
about becoming a Joy Society member or other 
ways you can support PHS. Please contact us at 
651-631-6408 or 651-631-6418 or visit 
preshomes.org and click on Make a Gift. 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 
nonprofit organization and an equal 
opportunity employer serving older 
adults through community services, 
housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

SummerWood of Chanhassen 
525 Lake Drive 
Chanhassen, MN 55317 

Postmaster: address correction requested 

952-294-5500 
www.summerwoodchanhassen.org 

PHS Spiritual Care: Our Mission in the Margins 

M any senior living communities offer beautiful 
buildings, attractive amenities, lively activities, 

and employees who care. However, PHS alone has a 
mission statement that begins, “To honor God…” 
Spiritual care within PHS carries that mission and 
weaves it into the tapestry of everyday living. Under 
normal circumstances during a normal year, the 
worship gathering, Bible studies and a variety of 
groups that bring residents together to grow their faith 
invigorate a PHS community. These activities and 
events are open to all and, with great delight, many 
are able to enhance their experience by getting to 
know their neighbor through the gatherings.  

That is part of doing our mission in open spaces. 
However, during pandemic times and also in normal 
times, spiritual care happens “in the margins” or 
shadows of life. A resident may not have attended a 
worship gathering, a Bible study or any hymn sing but 
that person might knock softly on a campus pastor’s 
door and say, “Uh, I know you’re probably really 
busy but…” and then fills in the blank with such 

words as, “my husband has been gone for five months 
now and I feel so alone,” or “I saw something about 
eternity of TV and wanted to ask you about it,” or 
“I’m feeling guilty that I fall asleep when I pray, is 
that a sin?” 

These real questions and concerns are met with 
compassion and understanding and are of the highest 
priority for any campus pastor to address. For when a 
community member stands before us and asks a 
question, that person becomes our number one 
priority. So, we “honor God” both by coming together 
to know one another and be known. Spiritual care fills 
these gaps in open spaces and in the shadows. 

If you would like personal spiritual or emotional 
support or want to participate in the spiritual programs 
at your community, reach out to your Campus Pastor. 
Every PHS resident is important to us and we will 
extend our full attention and care to you.  

Dr. Mark Triller, Campus Pastor 

Fairway Knoll, Germantown, WI 


