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The Lord is Shakin’ Things Up 

W 
hen I asked a resident what she thought about COVID-19, her response 

was “I think the Lord is shakin’ things up.” We chuckled at the 

expression, but then engaged in conversation about what it meant. 

Unfortunately, the virus shook things up for her and her family.  A few weeks  

after our conversation, she was ushered into God’s presence due to complications 

from COVID. 

Take a moment to ponder her response. There are indeed some who would claim 

that God uses world events or personal trials for a variety of reasons.  Some would 

say that God brings judgment upon people, some that God tests us, others that God 

brings glory to himself.  Still others, including the Apostle Peter, would say that 

God uses them to draw us into a deeper faith, “These [trials] have come so that the 

proven genuineness of your faith—may result in praise, glory and honor Jesus 

Christ is revealed” (1:7). 

Let me suggest two lessons for us today. First, we are not in a position to know for 

certain the reason behind events.  The Old Testament prophet Isaiah recorded these 

words about God; “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 

My ways,” declares the. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, are My ways 

higher than your ways; My thoughts than your thoughts” (55:8-9).  So, let us be 

careful not to quickly jump to conclusions or judgments. 

Second, on a personal level, let us prayerfully reflect on the following questions: 

“What is God teaching me as I face difficulties in life?”  “In what ways am I 

growing closer to God during this pandemic?”  And, “How is God shakin’ things 

up for me?” 

Pastor Jane Morgan 
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Presbyterian Homes Foundation News 

L ast month we shared the importance of 
completing, maintaining and organizing 

important documents. A sometimes overlooked 
important document is your beneficiary designations. 
It is worth the time to make sure these special forms 
are in order and reflect your current intentions.  

Beneficiary designation forms are used with 
retirement plans, life insurance policies, commercial 
annuities and banking accounts like savings and 
checking, certificates of deposit (CDs) or brokerage 
accounts. 

Making beneficiary designations is usually a simple 
process, typically not requiring an attorney. 
Depending on the type of account, you will need to 
contact the plan’s customer service line, insurance 
company or financial institution where you have an 
account. You will select your beneficiary through 
completing a form that is entirely separate from your 
will or trust. You may name more than one 
beneficiary – family members, friends and even 
charitable organizations that you care about. 

Some may also appreciate that designating 
beneficiaries on these types of assets means that they 

Fourth of July Fun 

A Simple Way to Reflect Your Intentions: Beneficiary Designations 

are excluded in the probate process which allows for 
confidentiality. Typically advisors will request that 
you obtain the charity’s federal tax ID number to 
ensure an effective transfer. 

Also, for some people, designating retirement assets to 
a charity is a convenient and cost-effective gift. If 
retirement plans are designated to heirs, these assets 
are subject to income tax as well as possible estate 
taxes. Under the recent SECURE Act, some accounts 
may also be subject to mandatory emptying in 10 
years. This makes them a potentially poor asset to pass 
on to children or grandchildren, but an excellent asset 
to use for a charitable gift. One of the easiest ways to 
become a member of the PHS Legacy Society is 
through a beneficiary designation. 

For more information on naming Presbyterian Homes 
Foundation as a beneficiary, or to obtain the 
Foundation’s Federal Tax ID number, please call the 
Presbyterian Homes Foundation office at 651-631-
6408, 651-631-6418 or visit our website at https://
preshomes.planningyourlegacy.org/beneficiary-
designations.  
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Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, at 952-294-5534.  

 

 

 

Wishing special birthday blessings 

to those celebrating in August: 

Veronica Sterner, 8/4 

Joyce Guerber, 8/8 

Shirley Warren, 8/14 

Geri Webber, 8/15 

Julianne Schultz, 8/16 

Mary LaVelle, 8/19 

Linda Sears, 8/24 

Betty Kuechle, 8/29 

Arlene Henry, 8/31 

Joan Brooks, 8/31 

Esther Anderson, 8/31 

B eginning in June, we opened SummerWood’s 
patio space for outside visits with assisted living 

and memory care residents. It has been absolutely 
wonderful to see our residents safely connecting with 
their family and friends once again!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few helpful reminders for your visit: 

 Please wear a mask 

 Please maintain a 6 ft social distance  

during your visit. 

 If the weather is threatening, please call the     

reception desk before your scheduled visit to 

confirm that visits haven’t been cancelled. 

 Food and/or drink are not allowed to be  

consumed during the visit, but items can be left 

with a staff member to be delivered to the 

resident’s apartment. 

Visits must be scheduled  
in advance by calling 

 952-294-5500 

Outdoor Visits 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 
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Enriching Lives in Challenging Times 

P resbyterian Homes & Services (PHS) 
communities share a deep and long-standing 

tradition of family participation, special entertainment 
and dedicated support from a large robust volunteer  
program to create smiles in the eyes of those we serve. 
This is the work of PHS Life Enrichment teams. The 
calling of the Life Enrichment/Activity Professional is 
to enrich the lives of those we serve through 
engagement and purpose.   

COVID-19 has disrupted “normal” and in this 
environment, life enrichment teams have adapted by 
imagining and implementing new ways to ensure that 
each day, residents find meaning and purpose while 
staying safe. Fortunately, innovation and creativity 
run through the veins of our life enrichment 
professionals. The exponential results are new best 
practices and silver linings that are overwhelmingly 
filled with moments of joy.  

Life enrichment teams have been generating 
innovations that make a difference, including 
programs such as a virtual library (endless resources 
for learning, entertainment and virtual adventure), 

theme weeks for all, wearing inflatable costumes, 
organizing car parades, sign/poster parties for special 
celebrations, window visits (for families, entertainers, 
volunteers, animals, etc), themed carts delivering 
treats ‘n’ smiles, hallway activities (BINGO!) and more! 

Necessity has inspired innovation in a short period of 
time and technology has been an important tool. As 
the pandemic first emerged, digital devices were 
deployed rapidly to all PHS communities. Each has 
“souped up” Life Enrichment applications for virtual 
chats and resident engagement. Life enrichment teams 
use these devices to capture smiles and moments in 
time and post them to social media bringing 
reassurance and comfort for families and the greater 
community. With added social media stories and 
photos from Life Enrichment, PHS breached over 
1.15 million social impressions just in April!  

Although the future is still uncertain, this we can 
assure: amidst the changing, challenging days, our life 
enrichment teams will keep residents active, engaged 
and in good hands! 


