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From the Campus Administrator 

W hen we first moved to Waconia 6 years ago, I put a TV in my kitchen. Fast forward to a recent Saturday 

night. My family sat down for dinner with the TV on, which has become one of my pet peeves.  

We quickly got sucked into one disturbing story after another. My 16-year-old asked if we could turn it off and 

we all agreed. It made me ponder - what is a healthy dose of news? 

Most of us can agree that keeping up with current events makes for interesting conversation, educates us in 

culture and helps shape our opinions. However, we hear that too much can cause anxiety, fear, depression and 

sleeplessness.  

During the pandemic, Willie Nelson and his kids wrote the song “Turn off the news and build a garden”. The 

song says, “I just wanna love you all I can, all these other thoughts have one 

confused, now I don’t need to try and understand, maybe I’ll get up, turn off the 

news.” 

Pay attention to the way you feel as you read, watch or listen to the news. And be 

reminded by Ephesians 4:26-27, “In your anger do not sin. Do not let the sun go 

down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.” 

Pictured to the right is our wonderful Gardenworks team who gift us with their talent 

each year. What a perfect distraction from all that is going on in the world. Check 

out the 6-foot plants on the Terrace back patio! Peace to you. 

Amy Stock, 

Campus Administrator  

J ames “Jim” Taylor, Engineer Technician at Summerwood, was named our August Chanhassen 

Champion. Jim started his career with Presbyterian Homes 8 years ago at our sister site, Lake 

Minnetonka Shores. It certainly is a family affair, with both his parents celebrating 30 years with 

the organization. Lake Minnetonka Shores is also where Jim met his wife, who was serving as a 

nursing assistant during his time there. Jim grew up in the Delano area and now lives in Waconia, 

with his wife Lexi, daughter Lily, and German Shepard Kota. 

Jim says his favorite things about coming to work are the variety, helping residents and fixing things. When he 

is not at work, Jim loves anything outdoors. He enjoys games, hunting and spending time at this family’s 

Delano property. Jim’s “get it done” attitude and care he shows both residents and team members are what 

makes him out Chanhassen Champion. Please join me in congratulating Jim. 

Amy Stock,  

Campus Administrator 

Congratulations to our August Chanhassen Champion 
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Pastor’s Message: It’s Not 

Easy Being Green 

I n his famous song, Kermit the Frog begins with 

a lament of his ‘greenness.’ As a frog, he blends 

in with the green of summer, so people pass by 

without noticing him. Kermit mourns his situation. 

It is more than he can handle.  

There are challenges in life we cannot handle. 

Although the statement, “God will not give us 

more than we can handle” may provide comfort, it 

is not found in the Bible. Many people quote 1 

Corinthians 10:13, “God is faithful; He will not let 

you be tempted beyond what you can bear.” Yet, 

the context of this verse refers to the temptations of 

sin, not the circumstances we face in our lives. 

Reflect on three individuals who were confronted 

with unbearable trials. Job had great wealth and a 

large family. In a short period, he lost his 

possessions, most of his family and his health. 

Does that sound like a situation we could handle? 

When Abraham was 100 years old, his wife Sarah 

bore the son of promise, Isaac. Then God told him 

to sacrifice Isaac on an altar. Moses, a man slow of 

speech, was called to confront the fiercest ruler of 

that time, Pharoah.  

We find numerous people in the New Testament 

and church history who faced trials they could not 

handle. And that is precisely the point. If we could 

endure every circumstance we encountered, we 

would not need God. God allows us to face 

situations, in part, so we learn to depend on Him. 

Or, as one resident shared with me, so we Fully 

Rely On God (FROG). 

Meditate on the words recorded by the Apostle 

Paul in 2 Corinthians 1:8-9, “We were under great 

pressure, far beyond our ability to endure...but this 

happened that we might not rely on ourselves but 

on God.” 

When we encounter difficulties we cannot handle 

on our own, health concerns, loss of loved ones, 

loneliness, may we Fully Rely On God. May we 

rely on God for strength, comfort and wisdom. 

May we trust that He cares for us and will never 

leave us. 

By the way, halfway through Kermit’s song, he 

discovered the value of being green and was able to 

handle his ‘greenness.’ My friends, the only way 

we can handle our challenges is to Fully Rely On 

God (FROG). 

Pastor Jane Morgan 

Resident Spotlight 

T his month, our 

resident spotlight is 

Ann Roberts. Ann has 

lived with us at 

SummerWood for 10 

years in the Commons. 

She originally grew up on 

a fruit farm in south 

Illinois. She attended 

business school before 

getting married and having a family. 

Before coming to live at SummerWood, Ann 

enjoyed traveling around the world. She has been 

to Hong Kong 3 times and Europe 3 or 4 times. She 

has also visited 48 of the 50 states! Ann enjoyed 

many years wintering at the Florida Keys.  

According to Ann, the terrific staff and residents 

are what make SummerWood a wonderful place to 

live. She also enjoys many of the activities, 

including: bingo, jeopardy, Bible study and movies 

in the move theater. 

Liz Rue,  

Resident Services Director 
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Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, at 952-294-5534.  

How the PHS Foundation Helps Your Community 

T he Presbyterian Homes Foundation is here to help you and your community with charitable giving. Our 

purpose is to assist residents, families, friends and employees with making financial contributions that 

enrich lives at PHS communities. 

All PHS communities and the Foundation are 501(c)(3) organizations, eligible to receive tax-deductible gifts. 

When you give directly to the Foundation, 100% of your gift is passed on to the community and fund that you 

designate, and you will receive a receipt acknowledging your contribution.  

How You Make a Difference 

There are many ways to be a donor. Annual gifts are made with cash, check or credit/debit card via our secure 

online giving page at preshomes.org. Future gifts may be made through a will, trust, beneficiary designation on 

a retirement account or life insurance policy or gifting a portion of a PHS entrance deposit. Gifts of all sizes are 

meaningful and help your community! 

You may direct your charitable contribution to: 

Residents – funds include benevolence, greatest needs or spiritual life 

Employees – funds include PHS employee hardship, scholarships or appreciation 

Foundation gift planners and operations staff are available to help you make a gift or provide you with more 

information to discuss with your financial advisors.  

If you are interested in making a current charitable gift or would like to learn more about making a future gift, 

please call the PHS Foundation office at 651-631-6408 or 651-631-6418.  

You may also wish to visit www. preshomes.org and click on “Make a Gift” at the top of every page to learn 

how your charitable gifts make a difference every day. Thank you for your financial gifts and the many ways 

that you enrich your community! 

9/1 Thelma Walstad 

9/2 Tom Lavelle 

9/3 Annabel Fox 

9/5 Helen Peters 

9/9 Conrad Heinemann 

9/14 Ruby Carlson 

9/16 Andrew Mital 

9/16 Elizabeth Klein 

9/17 Marie Schroeder 

9/21 Berniece Firnstahl 

9/25 Joseph Froehling 

9/30 Carol Kleeberger 

We are celebrating our 16th birthday with our 

Annual Friends and Family Event! 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM  

SW Parking Lot 

It is FREE! 

• Community tours of Senior Apartments and 

Assisted Living 

• Musical entertainment, food and fun 

See you there! 
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Mark your Calendar! Active Aging Week: October 4-10 

C elebrating aging and the benefits of active 

living at any age, Active Aging Week 

showcases the capabilities of older adults as fully 

participating members of society and promotes the 

benefits of a healthy lifestyle. Presbyterian Homes 

& Services vision of  “providing more choices and 

opportunities for more older adults to live well,” 

shapes Active Aging Week in our communities with 

opportunities for you to discover how you can 

continue living well. 

Mark your calendar for a week of activities, 

October 4-10.  

Each day of the week will feature one of the Seven 

Dimensions of Wellness: physical, social, 

intellectual, emotional, vocational, environmental 

and spiritual, demonstrating the unity of the 

different departments that support you on a day to 

day basis. Throughout the week, we will explore 

your personal wellness goals while providing 

opportunities to re-connect and learn more about the 

community surrounding you. 

Initiated in 2003 by the International Council on 

Active Aging®, the weeklong observation calls 

attention to and wholeheartedly celebrates the 

positivity of aging today. Active Aging Week 

challenges society’s diminished expectations of 

aging by showing that, regardless of age or health 

conditions, older adults can live as fully as possible 

in all areas of life. The objective of the annual 

health-promotion event is to give as many older 

adults as possible the means to experience wellness 

activities and exercise in a safe, supportive 

environment. It also promotes the benefits of 

healthier, more active lifestyles across the life span. 

Watch for more information this month and check 

your calendars next month to see what great 

activities are planned for Active Aging Week at 

your community. 
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