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W 
hen I was a child, I remember listening to 
the story, “Why the Chimes Rang,” by 
Raymond Macdonald Alden (1909). It 

deeply moved me. May this shortened version touch 
each of our hearts this Christmas. Merry Christmas! 
Pastor Jane 

There was once a wonderful church. Every Sunday 
thousands of people climbed the hill to its great 
archways. At one corner of the church was a great 
gray tower and at the top was a chime of Christmas 
bells. But no one had heard them for years and years. 
It was the custom on Christmas Eve for all the people 
to bring to the church their offerings to the Christ-
child. Yet, people had been growing less careful of 
their gifts and no offering was brought, great enough 
to deserve the music of the chimes.  

Now, a number of miles from the city, lived a boy 
named Pedro, and his little brother. They had heard of 
the service in the church on Christmas Eve and had a 
secret plan to see the beautiful celebration. “Nobody 
can guess, Little Brother,” Pedro would say, “all the 
fine things there are to see and hear; and I have even 
heard it said that the Christ-child sometimes comes 
down to bless the service.” 

The day before Christmas was bitterly cold. Pedro and 
Little Brother were able to slip away early in the 
afternoon; before nightfall they saw the lights of the 
big city. They were about to enter when they saw 
something near their path. It was a poor woman, who 
had fallen, too sick and tired to have found shelter. 
Pedro knelt down beside her and tried to rouse her. 
When he had looked at her he said: 

“It’s no use, Little Brother. You will have to go  
on alone.” 

“Alone?” cried Little Brother. “And you not see 
the Christmas festival?” 

“No,” said Pedro, “this poor woman will freeze to 
death if nobody cares for her. I am sure the Christ-
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child must know how I should love to come with 
you and worship Him. Little Brother, take this 
little silver piece of mine, and lay it down for  
my offering, when no one is looking.” 

In this way he hurried Little Brother off to the city. 
The great church was a wonderful place that night. At 
the close of the service came the procession with the 
offerings to be laid on the altar. Rich men marched 
proudly up to lay down their gifts to the Christ-child. 
There was a great murmur as the people saw the king 
take his royal crown and lay it on the altar. “Surely 
we shall hear the bells now.” But still only the cold 
wind was heard in the tower, and the people shook 
their heads and doubted if the chimes ever rang at all. 

Suddenly the organist stopped playing. Not a sound 
could be heard from anyone, but as all the people 
strained their ears to listen, there came softly, but 
distinctly, the sound of the chimes in the tower. The 
music was so much sweeter than anything that had 
been heard before. Then the people all stood up 
together and stared straight at the altar, to see what 
great gift had awakened the long-silent bells. 

But all that the nearest of them saw was the childish 
figure of Little Brother, who had crept softly down 
the aisle when no one was looking, and had laid 
Pedro’s little piece of silver on the altar. 

Jane Morgan,  
Campus Pastor 

Merry Christmas! 

“For unto you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, 

which is Christ the Lord” 

Luke 2:11. 
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Mon., December 2, 2:00, FH –  
Northwest Singing Seniors 

Tues., December 3, 10:30, Lobby – Card Crafters Sale 

Tues., December 3, 2:00, FH –  
Christmas Bible Jeopardy with Jane 

Thur., December 5, 2:00, GR –  
the Guys from Brookview 

Mon., December 9, 2:30, FH – Learn more about the 
Mississippi River, Part II with Rich  

Tues., December 10, 11:00, GR –  
Bible Study Luncheon 

Tues., December 10, 2:00, FH – Christmas Carols 
with our neighbors from MotivAction  

Thurs., December 12, 2:00, FH –  
Rose Strings (violin duet) 

Thurs., December 14, 7:00 PM, FH –  
Robbinsdale City Band 

Mon., December 16, 2:00, GR –  
Holiday FREE Bingo with CardCrafters 

Tues., December 17, 2:00, FH –  
Christmas Carols with Jane 

Weds., December 18, 2:00, GR – Celebrate December 
Birthdays at 2:00 with the Grace Notes 

Thurs., December 19, 2:00, GR –  
Music with the Treble Tones 

Thurs., December 19, 6:30 - Holiday Lights Ride. 
Please sign up! 

Sat., December 21, Book Club Lunch  

Sun., December 22, 11:00, Lobby – Holiday Music 
with Mary Fadden’s Piano Students 

Tues., December 24, 1:00, FH –  
Christmas Eve Service 

Weds., December 25 – Merry Christmas! 

Tues., December 31, MDR – New Year’s Eve, 
Elegant Dining. 4:30-6:00. Frank Sinatra Music 
& more 5-6. Please sign up.  

*Subject to change. 

December Highlights* Your Great Gifts 

W e thank you! Financial gifts to your PHS 
community are a blessing to your neighbors 

and employees—and even to you. Sharing gifts with 
loved ones is top-of-mind this month for many of us. 
We wanted to offer you a moment to reflect about 
what is on your heart during this season of sharing joy 
with loved ones and neighbors.  

Perhaps you feel called to make a financial gift to 
your PHS community. The Presbyterian Homes 
Foundation is ready to assist you. Here are a few 
important points to keep in mind:  

All gifts make a difference. If a gift is meaningful to 
you, it is meaningful to your PHS community.  
Please know that if you direct your charitable 
donation to your community, 100% of your donation 
goes to your community. 

Giving from the heart pleases you, the giver. You 
know that your gift will make a positive difference 
within your PHS community. You know that your gift 
will help those close to you—a neighbor or an 
employee. Giving provides donors a sense of purpose 
and satisfaction. 

For your planning: 

Donors may give to a priority that touches their heart. 
To support residents, there are funds at your 
community for greatest needs, resident benevolence 
and spiritual life programming. All PHS communities 
have an employee education assistance fund to 
support qualified employees with scholarships to 
complete certifications or degrees. All gifts are 
welcomed and important. 

Note: Some gifts take more time to complete. If your 
year-end giving plans include gifting stock or a  
qualified charitable distribution from your IRA, please 
know that these gifts take time for brokers or advisors 
to process. If you need assistance, please call the 
Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6408 or  
651-631-6418. 

Thank you for all you do to make your PHS 
community great. Giving from your heart brings you 
joy—thank you for sharing your joy with others. May 
your Christmas season be filled with much love!  

Shopping shuttle runs on  

Wednesday, December 4 & 18. 



SummerWood  
Phone Numbers 

Main Phone Number: 763-383-8888 

 Main HHA after hours cell # 651-335-5180 

 Arbor HHA after hours cell # 763-286-9797 

Sharon Millett, Campus Administrator ext. 102 

Jenny Teigen, Housing Counselor ext. 101 

Kitchen (Room Service) ext. 103 

Cheryl Johnson, Home Care Support ext. 106 

Gretchen Hansen, RN, Clinical Dir. ext. 107 

Darren Ouimette, Environmental Serv. ext. 108 

Cid Skaalrud, Life Enrichment Dir. ext. 109 

LaJoy Green, Culinary Dir. ext. 112 

Shannah Pool, RN (Arbor) ext. 113 

Natalie Loher, RN (Commons) ext. 115 

Jane Morgan, Chaplain ext. 118 

Kent Osterman, Gift Planning Office   952-249-2416 

SummerWood Salon                           763-551-1266 

        Mary Birkhauser or ext. 114 

T he next Resident Council Board Meeting will be 

held on Thursday, December 5. Attendance at the 

Tenant Council meeting is limited to residents who 

have been selected to serve as representatives of the 

resident body, joined by site management. 

Your council members are:  

President, Kate Cady (314), Vice President, Larry 

Vorlicky (318), Charlie Coenen (201), Kent Johnson 

(117), Judy Kubiatowicz (114), Kay Larson (115), Jan 

Leaf (312), Gary Peterson (211). 

A Resident Meeting will be held on Wednesday,  

December 11 at 2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All 

SummerWood residents are encouraged to attend this 

informational meeting. 

SUMMERWOOD OF PLYMOUTH 

Call Jenny today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 763-383-8888 ext. 101 

December Birthdays! 

Marlene Oslund  1st 

Jan Chase    4th 

Margaret Smith  8th 

Lyn Stewart   16th 

Phyllis Wyttenhove  20th 

Roger Adams   24th 

Sally Gehrke   31st 

Spiritual Care Opportunities 

Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m. 

Monday Rosary: 11:00 a.m. 

Third Thursday Catholic Mass: 11:00 a.m. 

Saturday Catholic Communion: 10:00 a.m. 
 (except week of Mass) 

Check calendar for various Bible studies. 

Welcome to SummerWood! 

Jackie O’Connell 
Apt. 132 

Serina Kamphenkel 
HHA 

Dan Latham 
Housekeeping 

Christmas stamps will be for sale at the 

front desk. They are $11 for a book of 20. 

Quantities are limited. 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 
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16205 36th Avenue North 
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Postmaster - Address Correction Requested 

Christmas: Good News, Great Joy! 

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’” ~ Luke 2:15 

I t is a wonder that the first announcement of 

Christ on earth came to shepherds—simple 

workers of the field, looked down upon by 

society. They lived with the sheep they cared for 

and the demands were never ending. Yet it was 

they who were first invited to see the newborn 

Lamb of God! 

As we consider the shepherds rising up from their 

work to find Mary, Joseph and the Christ child, we 

can place ourselves alongside them by reflecting 

on where we might find Jesus in our midst.  

At Presbyterian Homes & Services, our mission 

over the last 64 years has remained: To honor 

God by enriching the lives and touching the 

hearts of older adults. As we celebrate another 

year together in ministry, we have been blessed 

by the residents, families, employees, volunteers, 

donors and friends who make up Presbyterian 

Homes & Services. When we rise up in the 

presence of the aged and dedicate ourselves to 

service for and with them, we are rising up to see 

Jesus as well.  

In the year ahead, may we, like the shepherds, rise 

up to see Jesus and tell others the wonderful 

things that God is making happen in our midst. 

God bless you and may the love of Christ be with 

you and yours this Christmas and throughout the 

year ahead. 

Merry Christmas 


