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E 
very year at this time our thoughts turn toward, yes, LOVE. Valentine’s Day draws near and cupid 

readies his bow to sling a well aimed arrow with the message of “love” into the hearts of those we are 

fond of. Love is in the air, everywhere! Neighbors, friends, even those we don’t know well are 

recipients of heartfelt messages inscribed on cards, beautifully decorated cakes, and candies by the box 

declaring, “Be Mine.” Yet, none of this comes close to the most beautiful expression of love ever proclaimed.  

We know the verse in Scripture well, that God loved all of us so deeply that he sacrificed his one and only 

Son, so that whoever might believe on Him, would not die, but would experience life everlasting. We hear this 

promise of God in the Gospel of John (3:16). Max Lucado is a popular Christian author who shares the essence 

of God’s love for us in a devotional titled, “God is Crazy about You.” What would it be like to open a card this 

Valentine’s Day and read, “God is Crazy about You”; or to find that message stamped into the face of a candy 

heart? In Lucado’s words: 

And you thought He (loved) you because of your decency. You thought He (loved) you because of your good 

works or good attitude or good looks. Sorry. If that were the case…you would be lost when your voice went 

south, or your works got weak. One of the sweetest reasons God saved you is because He is fond of you. He 

likes having you around. He thinks you are the best thing to come down the pike in quite awhile. If God had a 

refrigerator, your picture would be on it. If He had a wallet, your photo would be in it. He sends you flowers 

every spring and a sunrise every morning. Whenever you want to talk, He’ll listen. He can live anywhere in the 

universe, and He chose your heart. And the Christmas gift he sent you in Bethlehem? Face it, friend. (God) is 

crazy about you. 

God’s embrace holds us close to His heart, and we hear Him softly whisper, “Be mine; I’m just crazy about 

you.” 

In God’s love, 

Pastor Fred Brumm 

“Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; 

and every one that loveth is born of God and 

knoweth God” 

1 John 4:7 

 

Spiritually Speaking: God’s Love 



THE DEERFIELD NEWS 

Page 2              1127 West Eighth Street, New Richmond, WI 54017                                    

R ay Asher was born in Red Cedar, Wisconsin, on September 15, 1925, to Art 

and Anna Asher. He is the oldest of four boys. The Asher family farmed in 

the Red Cedar area until Ray was in fourth grade when they moved to another 

farm in Bateman, part of the Chippewa Valley. He attended a nearby Catholic 

school where he graduated from the eighth grade. 

When Ray was twelve-years-old he received a very memorable Christmas gift 

from his parents-- an accordion. Ray’s cousin Margaret was a piano player; she 

shared her love of music as well as her knowledge of notes, chords, and scales 

with Ray. His parents enrolled Ray in “a couple” of lessons and bought him a 

book showing him the different keys. From then on, he was on his own teaching 

himself to become a proficient musician. 

In March of 1942, Ray’s family moved once again. This time, they bought an 80

-acre farm on Farm Hill, just outside of Elmwood, Wisconsin. Ray remembers 

that it was a wet spring and the roads were muddy. The first Sunday on the farm, 

they walked the two miles to the country church. On their way, they met their 

neighbors, the Lecheler family. Albert Lecheler and Ray became lifelong 

friends. Both farmed on that hill their entire career. 

Ray’s love of music prompted him to go to dances in the nearby town of Durand. Ray recalls one certain dance in 

particular. The Gene Weiss band was playing, and Ray noticed an interesting girl and asked her to dance. He “took a 

liking” to her right away. It was at that dance that he met the love of his life-- Bernadine Hartung, better known as 

“Bing.” Bing and Ray were married on May 3, 1949, and were fortunate enough to celebrate over seventy years of 

marriage. 

Ray and Bing bought the farm from Ray’s parents, and continued to farm there for fifty years. The farm grew from 

the original 80-acres to 400 acres. It was there that they raised five children. Ray now has 15 grandchildren and 25 

great-grandchildren. 

When Ray and Bing sold their farm, they kept their house just down the road from the 

original farmhouse. Ray and his brother John went into the business of cleaning and 

whitewashing the interiors of barns, which kept them in touch with the dairy business. 

Music continued to be important to Ray, and he and his brother Leonard were members 
of various bands. His commitment to music was such that on many Friday and Saturday 
evenings, after he had finished the chores, he and Bing would rush off so that Ray could 
play the accordion with his band. After 4 or 5 hours of making music, he’d catch a short 
night’s sleep, and get up the next morning in time to start the chores again. He played for 
weddings, anniversaries, and various parties—including family gatherings.  

In November of 2015, after seventy-three years of living on Farm Hill, Ray and Bing 
moved to Comforts of Home in Menomonie. There they made new friends, were visited 
by old friends, and enjoyed the many activities available to them. In June of 2019, Ray 
and Bing moved to The Deerfield. It was another opportunity to make new friends. Ray 
still plays his accordion at The Deerfield. Ray rarely misses a chance to listen to the 
many musical performances and other activities that are offered at his new home. 

Gables Star of the Month: Ray Asher 
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Gables Residents 

Gerald Anderson 2-22 

Audrey Anderson 2– 26 

Symptoms of heart disease: 

 Chest pain, chest tightness, pressure, and discomfort 

 Shortness of breath 

 Pain, numbness, weakness or coldness in your legs or arms if the blood 

vessels in those parts of your body are narrowed 

 Pain in the neck, jaw, throat, upper abdomen or back 

Many times, when there is a scare with our heart health, doctors will recommend their patients to create lifestyle 

changes. These include eating a healthy and balanced diet, getting in at least 30 minutes of moderate exercise 

most days of the week, quitting smoking, and limiting alcohol intake. It’s important to follow these changes so 

another occurrence doesn’t happen. Working with a personal trainer would create a personalized plan for your 

specific needs. Group classes are also a great way to stay active and are another way to socialize with others and 

create accountability with friends.  

Wellness Thought 

Deerfield Birthdays 
We wish you all a happy birthday and blessed year!  

Housing Residents 

Deb Dodor  2-2 

Alice Hatalla  2-23 

Judith Haasch 2-28 

 

If you would like to donate money towards the monthly birthday party,  
please bring it directly to the front desk. 

Also, if we have missed your birthday, we apologize! Please let us know. 

Did you know, on average, you come into contact with 300 surfaces every 30 

minutes, exposing you to 840,000 germs. You will notice the hand sanitizer placed 

throughout the building and we encourage you to use that. Please remember, hand 

sanitizer doesn't kill every virus. Hand washing is the best method to staying 

healthy! 
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NOTES FROM THE CULINARY TEAM 

Friday Fish Fry Menus 

Reservations are appreciated by Tuesday before the day of the event so we can better serve you and 

your guests. Feel free to contact the kitchen with any questions. 

 

February 7  Deep Fried Shrimp, Baby Bakers, Maple Glazed Carrots 

February 14  No Fish Fry– Fine Dining Tonight 

February 21  Beer Battered Cod, Oven Roasted Potatoes, Mixed Vegetables 

February 28  Beer Battered Pike, Au Gratin Potatoes, Steamed Broccoli 

 

Upcoming Events 

February 10  Music with Terry Rader at 1:30 pm in the Auditorium 

February 14  Sweet Heart Party at 1:30 pm in the Auditorium 

February 14  Fine Dining– Reservations Due by February 11 

February 25  Pizza Buffet in the Town Center 10:30 am –12:30 pm 

 

Make Your Wishes Known 
 

F or many of us, a new year prompts us to clean out that closet or drawer that has been on our to-do list for a 
while. Perhaps the process concludes with good feelings of giving items to loved ones or charities while 

making space in our homes for what is next in our lives.   

Similarly, some of us have a list of important information that we feel would be helpful to share with family and 
loved ones. This time of year may spark you to think beyond the present day and about your most enduring 
gifts. You probably have other special possessions and assets – and it would bring you peace of mind to have a 
well-considered plan in place for these items.  

There are likely aspects of your legacy plans that would be helpful to discuss with members of your family. In 
hindsight, many families are fortunate to have had meaningful conversations or formal documents to guide them 
through the time after a loved one is called home.  

Your Wishes Inform Your Plan 

It is important for every person to have a well-designed legacy plan that reflects their needs and what they want 
for their loved ones. This may be through a will, trust or beneficiary designation forms. Taking thoughtful 
action to complete these important documents can maximize your support for heirs and provide a future gift to 
any charitable organization close to your heart. To read more about these plans, please visit preshomes.org and 
click on Make a Gift. 

The Presbyterian Homes Foundation welcomes the opportunity to provide you with information about various 
future gift options and answer questions you may have regarding how you can make a difference at your PHS 
community. For assistance, please contact a gift planner at your community or call us at 651-631-6408 or 651-
631-6418.  
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A s the tax season is starting, we encourage residents and families to share the following 

information with their professional tax advisors or attorney when making tax decisions. 

With that said, I want to share an excerpt from the US Master Tax Guide: 

“The entire cost of maintenance in a nursing home or home for the aged, 

including meals and lodging, is a medical expense if an individual is there 

because of physical condition and the availability of medical care is a principle 

reason for the individual’s residence. If an individual is in such an institution 

primarily for personal or family reasons then only that portion of the cost 

attributable to medical or nursing care (excluding meals and lodging) is 

deductible. Payment to perform both nursing care and housework may be 

deducted only to the extent of the nursing costs.” 

It is up to individual residents and their families to determine if they are living at The 

Deerfield for reasons of a physical condition that requires the availability of care or if they are 

there primarily for personal reasons and the availability of medical is incidental. If you take 

the position that medical care is why you are living at The Deerfield, then I suggest that you 

get a physician’s statement to that effect and sign for your file. This would not be filed with the 

tax return but kept in the resident’s personal tax files should there be an audit. 

If you have a personal accountant coming to The Deerfield to prepare your taxes, I invite you 

to use the Soderberg Business Center available for business purposes. This office is right by 

The Bistro.    

God Bless, 

Jen Anderson 

Campus Administrator 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a nonprofit 
organization and an equal opportunity employer 

serving older adults through community services,  
housing, and health care. 

Vision 

To provide more choices and opportunities 

for more older adults to live well. 

Values 

Christian Ministry 

Ready & Engaged People 

Operational Integrity 

Service Excellence 

Stewardship 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 
ALL FAITHS WELCOME 

How to find this  
newsletter online 

 Go to www.deerfieldphs.org  

 Look at the “In this Section: 

navigation menu on the right  

side of the screen.   

 From there you can click on 

“Newsletter” or “Activities and 

Events” to find social calendars  

for the Terrace, Commons, Arbor  

and Gables. 

 

 

Biblical Framework for Christian Ministry at PHS 

C hristian Ministry is at the heart of all we do at 

PHS. We strive to reflect the love of God and 

define our service to you and others as an expression 

of God’s grace. The founders of PHS established the 

biblical framework on which our ministry and mission 

has stood for over 60 years. This past year, the PHS 

Board of Directors reviewed and expanded this 

framework to guide us and provide a theological 

foundation for the next 60 years.  

Here is a selection of scripture passages in the PHS 

Biblical Framework: 

Jesus demonstrated a holy calling to meet the 

needs of older adults. “Near the cross of Jesus stood 

his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his 

mother there, and the disciple whom he loved 

standing nearby, he said to his mother, ‘Dear woman, 

here is your son,’ and to the disciple, ‘Here is your 

mother.’ From that time on, this disciple took her into 

his home.” John 19:25-27  

We honor God through vocation and service.  

“Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the 

elderly and revere your God. I am the Lord.” 

Leviticus 19:32  

We demonstrate God’s love in everything we do.  

“A new commandment I give to you: Love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another.” John 13: 34-35 

We seek to optimize each person’s gifts. “Each of 

you should use whatever gift you have received to 

serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in 

its various forms.”  I Peter 4:10 

You can review the entire PHS Biblical Framework at 

www.preshomes.org/biblicalframework. These verses 

are integrated into the fabric of PHS and, whatever 

your beliefs or faith affiliation, we hope this affirms 

and strengthens your confidence in our commitment 

that when we serve you, we serve God.  


