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“Climate change represents one of the principle challenges facing humanity in our day.” 

-Pope Francis 

E 
arth Day, which falls on April 22, marks the anniversary of the birth of a modern 

environmental movement. 

In the decades leading up to the first Earth Day, Americans were consuming vast 

amounts of unleaded gas through massive and inefficient automobiles. Industry smog and air 

pollution had levels of CO2 climbing above 300 ppm worldwide. 

Senator Gaylord Nelson, the father of Earth Day had been long concerned about the 

deteriorating environment in the United States. In 1969, the ravages of a massive oil spill in 

Santa Barbara, California inspired students from across America to ban together and bring 

consciousness about air and water pollution. 

Earth Day was created by Senator Nelson to bring people together to educate and collaborate. 

By the end of 1970, the United States environmental protection agency, and the passage of 

other first of their kind environmental laws were created, including the national environments 

education act, the occupational safety and health act, and the clean air act.  

In 1990, Earth Day went global, mobilizing 200 million people in 141 countries and lifting 

environmental issues onto the world stage. 

Earth Day Today 

Today, Earth Day is an annual event created to celebrate the planet. Earth Day is recognized 

by more than a billion people every year as a day of action to change human behavior and 

create global, national, and local policy changes. From students in classrooms, to organizers in 

communities, to officials in government, there are ways for anyone with any background to 

make a difference. Start small and go big. Your actions could change the world that God has 

entrusted to us. 

Kim Huynh 

Human resources Manager 
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Chaplain’s Corner 
Tried and Acquitted 

You will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.  

Psalm 16:10 
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H ow thankful we must be that Saturday 

gives way to Sunday. The last day of 

the week was originally intended as a day of 

celebration, a day of rest from work 

successfully completed to the glory of God. 

Instead, it has become a sign of inactivity 

and desolation under the power of sin and 

death. 

But in Jesus Christ the Sabbath gives way to 

the Lord's Day, the day of resurrection and 

life, a day of new beginnings in the plan and 

purpose of God. 

Our sins were laid on Jesus and He was put 

on trial. He was found guilty and was 

punished by death. That should have been the 

end of the matter, but it wasn't. As it began to 

dawn on the first day of the new week, Jesus 

rose from the dead, victorious over sin and 

death. 

Here is something that the human mind will 

never completely fathom, even through the 

reaches of eternity. In the space of three days, 

Jesus completely exhausted the penalty of 

sin, unending condemnation. How could 

everlasting death come to an end in three 

days? That is the wonder of the resurrection, 

far more marvelous than the miracle itself. 

According to the prophecy of Psalm 16:10, 

the Holy One of God did not see decay in 

death.  

He was condemned as a sinner, but in 

willingly giving Himself for the sake of our 

salvation, Jesus demonstrated His 

unqualified love and loyalty to the will of 

His Father in heaven. He entrusted himself to 

the will of His Father with an obedient faith. 

Here is the ultimate example of the righteous 

man who lives by faith (Romans 1:17). 

He is worthy of our trust and loyalty. 

 

Pastor Ian A. Hewitson 

 

 

 

Prayer 

Father we believe that your brought life out 

of death by the power of your Spirit. 

May that same Spirit work in us the 

resurrection power of Jesus so that we can 

stand with him on the day of trial. 

Amen. 
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Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 763-712-7000 

Wellness - “pets are wonderful” Month! 

A pril is “pets are wonderful” month! Having a pet 

brings people joy and companionship. It is also 

beneficial to our physical and mental well-being. By 

exercising our pets, we get the benefits of exercise 

ourselves. Exercise releases chemicals in our brain called 

endorphins, which make us feel happier. Win-win!  

I personally have been gone outside for walks a lot more 

now that I have a golden retriever puppy in my life, 

especially with the weather getting warmer. To the right is  

a picture of my dog, Barkley, at 10 weeks old. He loved 

playing in the snow and now he is enjoying all the smells 

spring has to offer! 

Happy Exercising! 

Hanna, Fitness Instructor 

A Thoughtful Way to Say “I Care” 

S howing people that you care about them is a special part of life. And sometimes finding the 

right gift to express your feelings can be difficult. Presbyterian Homes’ Tribute Giving 

program makes it easy for you. You will feel good and your honoree will feel special. 

Every tribute gift goes to support the mission of PHS to honor God by enriching the lives and 

touching the hearts of older adults. At this time of year, with Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, and 

Father’s Day approaching, you are invited to honor or remember someone special in your life. 

This is a time for us to  reflect on those who touch or have touched our hearts – a parent, 

grandparent, family member or a dear friend. 

To make a tribute gift In Memory Of or In Honor Of a special person in your life, please call the 

Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6105, 651-631-6416 or 651-631-6418. Or if you 

prefer to make your gift online, please visit preshomes.org and click on Make a Gift. 

As always, you may designate your gift to support greatest needs, employees, resident 

benevolence or spiritual care at your community. 

We hope that you are well and looking forward to spring. May this time of year provide you 

ways to show gratitude for those who have touched your life. 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is 

a nonprofit organization and an 

equal opportunity employer 

serving older adults through 

community services housing and 

health care 

The Farmstead 

13733 Quay Street NW 

Andover, MN 55304 

763-712-7000 

www.farmsteadphs.org 

Volunteers offer God’s grace in various forms 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,  

faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. ~ 1 Peter 4:10 

H appy National Volunteer Month! While we 

may not see large celebrations until later this 

fall; we can’t let this moment pass without sharing 

our gratitude. Thank you to all our volunteers for 

your steadfast dedication to our ministry and the 

people it has touched over the past year.  

We have all had to reimagine our lives, what we can 

give of ourselves and how we can continue to share 

our gifts with others. Some of you began visiting 

via phone with other residents, volunteers, or 

college students. Many of you sent cards or wrote 

letters; sewed masks and gowns or knitted prayer 

squares. Some helped with clerical opportunities so 

that staff could focus on offering more activities for 

small groups or one on one and ensuring that 

residents could continue to connect with their 

family members. No matter how you spent the last 

12 months, if it included volunteering, we 

appreciate you.  

As we begin to reintroduce volunteer roles into our 

PHS communities, we urge you to speak to the 

Volunteer Director at your PHS community about 

ways to share your time and talents. Please keep in 

mind that volunteering will indeed look different as 

we move forward. We thank you for your grace as 

we continue to learn how to navigate this  

new reality.  

One thing is true and unchanging; volunteers make 

the world a brighter place. And the past year has 

been a testament to this truth, our communities are 

brighter with volunteers in them.  

Thank you, 

Samantha Sleeman,  

PHS Volunteer Services Director 

Jess Drecktrah 

Vice President, Life Enrichment 


