
How Did Mother’s Day Come To Be? 

M 
other's Day is a celebration honoring 
the mother of the family, as well as 
motherhood, maternal bonds, and the 

influence of mothers in society. It is celebrated 
on various days in many parts of the world, most 
commonly in the months of March or May.  

The modern holiday of Mother's Day was first 
celebrated in 1908 when Anna Jarvis held a 
memorial for her mother at St Andrew's 
Methodist Church in Grafton, West Virginia.  
St Andrew's Methodist Church now holds the 
International Mother's Day 
Shrine. Her campaign to make 
Mother's Day a recognized 
holiday in the United States 
began in 1905, the year her 
mother, Ann Reeves Jarvis, 
died. Ann Jarvis had been a 
peace activist who cared for 
wounded soldiers on both sides 
of the American Civil War, and 
created Mother's Day Work 
Clubs to address public health 
issues. Anna Jarvis wanted to honor her mother 
by continuing the work she started and to set 
aside a day to honor all mothers because she 
believed a mother is "the person who has done 
more for you than anyone in the world". 

In 1908, the U.S. Congress rejected a proposal to 
make Mother's Day an official holiday, joking 
that they would also have to proclaim a "Mother-
in-law's Day". However, owing to the efforts of 
Anna Jarvis, by 1911 all U.S. states observed the 
holiday with some of them officially recognizing 
Mother's Day as a local holiday (the first being 
West Virginia, Jarvis' home state, in 1910).  

In 1914, Woodrow Wilson signed a proclamation 
designating Mother's Day, held on the second 
Sunday in May, as a national holiday to honor 
mothers. 

Although Jarvis was successful in founding 
Mother's Day, she became resentful of the 
commercialization of the holiday. By the early 
1920s, Hallmark Cards and other companies had 
started selling Mother's Day cards. Jarvis 
believed that the companies had misinterpreted 
and exploited the idea of Mother's Day, and that 

the emphasis of the holiday was 
on sentiment, not profit. As a 
result, she organized boycotts of 
Mother's Day, and threatened to 
issue lawsuits against the 
companies involved. Jarvis 
argued that people should 
appreciate and honor their 
mothers through handwritten 
letters expressing their love and 
gratitude, instead of buying gifts 
and pre-made cards.  By this 

time, carnations had become associated with 
Mother's Day. 

As we all know this Mother’s Day will be very 
different for Mother’s all over the world maybe 
this year we could take the time to write a hand 
written letter to our mother’s to tell her how 
much we love her and appreciate her. 

Nakisha Morris-Roman 
Resident Services Director 

Source: Wikepedia 

 

Strength and dignity are her 

clothing, and she laughs at 

the time to come. She opens 

her mouth with wisdom, and 

the teaching of kindness is  

on her tongue.  

~Proverbs 31:25-31 ESV 
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T he Christian faith must be renewed by each new 

generation, but it is also a generation- to-

generation thing.  If you are from a large family, the 

youngest of a very large family like me, or even if you 

had just one older brother or sister, you very likely 

received toys and clothes called “hand-me-downs”.  

When I look through my mother’s photo albums, I  

notice that I am wearing the same shirt in my second 

grade school picture that my brother wore in his 

second grade picture two years earlier. Some will 

consider “hand-me-downs” as negative, but I felt 

proud to be big enough to wear my older  

brother’s shirt.   

So here, I mean “hand-me-down” as a way of passing 

on the best to someone else or to the next  generation. 

There are some things we expect to pass on to others, 

but what about our faith in Jesus  Christ?  Is this  

even possible?  Can faith be a generation-to-

generation thing?   

A  “hand-me-down” in the positive sense?  You also 

may have heard that each one in each generation  

must confess and receive salvation in Jesus Christ  

for himself or herself.  It  must be renewed  

each generation.  

The example from the Scripture passage above is that 

of Paul and Timothy and it is also a tribute to the 

influence of a godly mother and grandmother.  

Timothy’s father was not a Christian believer but 

Timothy had a male mentor in a much older man, the 

Apostle  Paul.  Paul referred to Timothy as “my 

beloved child”.   

Timothy was a child of godly heritage through this 

mother and grandmother.  He was a young reader of 

Scripture, ordained as a minister of the gospel and 

possessed a  gift of evangelism. He also suffered for 

the faith and saw tribulations.  

What a blessing it can be to see our children and 

grandchildren, nieces and nephews, our students and 

others grow up in the things of the Lord and to love 

and serve God. In  this way, faith is “handed down” to 

the next generation. So how is that faith in Jesus  

Christ and his complete redemption must be renewed 

with each generation?   

What about  those who did not have a Christian home 

and family or opportunities to regularly hear the  

Gospel of Jesus Christ?  What about the sorrow for 

the mother or grandmother who guided their children 

toward faith in Christ but their children seemed to 

reject it or there is simply not much evidence of fruit?  

Let’s look at the example of Paul, one of the greatest 

human  influences for Timothy. He became the great 

Christian Apostle but his faith in Jesus  Christ came as 

a divine revelation, a direct work of the Holy Spirit.  

Paul’s intention before he came to faith was to  

kill Christians!  

The Good News today is that God can use us whether 

we have a “hand-me-down”  Christian faith, passed 

down from the godly generations or a faith found by 

divine  appointment later in life. God can use us if we 

have been enemies of the faith or if we didn’t have a 

Christian family influence at all.  

It is Good News that there is a loving God who sends 

the same Holy Spirit brings us to friendship and 

relationship with Jesus Christ.  

The Good News is also that each of us now, in this 

season of life, can continue to be used to influence the 

faith of the next generation.  

Pastor Dale Solberg  

Chaplains Corner 
A Hand-Me-Down Faith?  

I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois 
and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded now lives in you also.  ~ II Timothy 1: 5  
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Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 763-712-7000 

You are in Our Prayers 

Did you know? 

T here’s a strong connection between prayer and an increased sense of well-being. People 

who pray are often friendlier and more forgiving than folks who don’t, and prayer can also 

reduce the damaging effects of stress on your mind and body. 

Prayer is not the last resort of God’s people. It is our first point of action. 

Your prayers do help, pray for all of us, you are our prayer warriors . We need you now more 

than ever. 

T hank you for your patience during these 

unsettling times. We know it is 

challenging and pray that you are protected 

and remain healthy during this time when 

there are many unknowns. Presbyterian 

Homes & Services is doing what it can to help 

all residents and employees remain safe. We 

appreciate the kindness and concern that you 

are showing to your neighbors, family and 

PHS employees. 

Please feel free to reach out to the Presbyterian 

Homes Foundation should you have questions 

about giving. We are here and welcome the 

chance to say “hello” and help you in any way 

we can.  

Please call a Presbyterian Homes Foundation 

staff member at your community or: 

 Janene Connelly at 651-631-6408 

 Jill Kane at 651-631-6418 

 Camille Schafer at 651-631-6105 

You may also visit our website for information 

at preshomes.org and click on Make a Gift. 

While we know that this is a time of unease, 

please know that you are in our prayers. We 

wish you well. 

The Farmstead is now on Facebook! Search for  

“The Farmstead” and like our page to follow what’s 

happening here.   

New features, photos, moments and more are posted 

nearly every day. It’s a great place to keep up with  

friends and family. 

Next time you visit the page, don’t forget to “check in”  

at The Farmstead. Tell us how we are doing and leave  

a review! 



The Farmstead 
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Andover, MN 55304 
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Presbyterian Homes & Services is a nonprofit 

organization and an equal opportunity 

employer serving older adults through 

community services, housing and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME 

From Dan Lindh, CEO: “Thank you for rising up.” 
“Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God: I am the Lord.”  

~ Leviticus 19:32 

F or months now, we have been living through a 
season that is astonishing and unprecedented. 

The coronavirus pandemic has required us to be 
vigilant and nimble as conditions change daily. As a 
faith-based organization, PHS weaves our best 
operational practices with our value of Christian 
ministry. One of our biblical foundations is Leviticus 
19:32, calling us to act with our hearts, minds and 
hands. Every day we work to protect and promote the 
health and well-being of residents and staff. And 
every day we pray. We haven’t done this alone and 
for that I want to say thank you.  

Thank you, residents, for rising up 
PHS residents, you have been champions in your 
patience, understanding and cooperation You teach  
us how to remain resilient and hope-filled and,  
with wisdom earned by years, remind us that this too 
shall pass.  

Thank you, employees, for rising up 
As other businesses have been sending their 
employees home, we count on our employees coming 

to work every day and serving others. I draw strength 
when I witness the dedication of our employees who 
steadfastly fulfill their work and our mission with 
diligence, courage and compassion.  

Thank you volunteers, families  
and friends, for rising up  
While we have been required to restrict visitors and 
volunteers, I am amazed and blessed by their faithful 
and creative connections. Without even walking 
through the door, their acts of kindness and 
understanding have kept us all going at moments 
when we’ve felt exhausted, worried or discouraged. 

The demands of these days require us all to rise up 
higher than we ever imagined, receiving strength and 
fortitude from our faith in God and in each other. 
Together we hold fast, we persevere, we thrive and we 
remain true to our mission “to honor God by enriching 
the lives and touching the hearts of older adults.”  

   With deep gratitude, 

 


