
Hope 

T 
he essence of what we cling to when all seems 

lost. These last few months have been 

tumultuous on all of our lives. Our world 

seems to have turned upside down. While our industry 

was one of the first to limit visitors, we quickly saw 

the closures of businesses and schools. We were faced 

with decisions about the health and safety of our 

families, co-workers and peers. This unprecedented 

time caused great anxiety in most people, while others 

had a laissez faire approach to life. Personally, I have 

had my moments of joy, sorrow, laughter, stunned 

silence and grattitude. Sometimes those emotions 

happened all in one day. 

When we are confused, angry, joyful – 

that is when we must especially put our 

fears, worries, concerns and hope in 

God. Nothing has been more clear to me 

that hope is essential than during these 

times. Many of you have lived through 

far more global crises and wars, and 

persisting through each event has made 

you more resilient and wise. 

I was a freshman in high school and only a few days 

into being 15 years old when the devastating terrorist 

attacks happened on September 11, 2001. We were 

baffled and confused. Should we continue our school 

day? Should we watch the news or try to have 

“normal” classes? As time went on, we learned a new 

way to function. Airline security changed completely. 

Homeland Security officially formed. We were so 

grateful for the first responders and law enforcement 

officials for being the front line workers in such a 

critical time in history. 

Even though that was almost 20 years ago, I can 

remember exactly where I was and the events that 

soon followed. But I also remind myself that as 

Americans, we got through that time. The song “God 

Bless America” was revived during the World Series. 

Saturday Night Live went back on the air to make us 

laugh. Taking off shoes at airport security became part 

of the routine. We all adjusted to a new normal. And 

while right now we may still be in the midst of a 

major change, I know that we will push through like 

we have in every other event in our nation’s history. 

Hebrews 6:19 states: “We have this hope as an anchor 

for the soul, firm and secure.” When all seems lost 

and we’re ready to give up, we have a hope that is like 

a fire that refuses to burn out. Even if the firewood is 

just glowing embers, it only takes a small gust of wind 

to stir the flames and reignite.  

One of my favorite Christian pop rock 

groups, Tenth Avenue North, has a song 

called “I Have This Hope.”  

The lyrics say: 

“As I walk this great unknown 

Questions come and questions go; was 

there purpose for the pain? Did I cry 

these tears in vain? I don't want to live in 

fear; I want to trust that You are near. 

Trust Your grace can be seen in both triumph and 

tragedy. I have this hope in the depth of my soul 

“In the flood or the fire; You're with me and You 

won't let go. But sometimes my faith feels thin like 

the night will never end. Will You catch every tear 

or will You just leave me here? So, whatever 

happens I will not be afraid; ‘cause You are closer 

than this breath that I take. You calm the storm when 

I hear You call my name. I still believe that one day 

I'll see Your face. May you trust God and put your 

hope in things above.”  

Ahna Lloyd 

Life Enrichment Director 
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“If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 

Counselor to be with you forever—The Spirit of Truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it 

neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for He is with you and will be in you. I will not 

leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will 

see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you 

are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He 

who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”   

~ John 14: 15-21 

I n this passage, Jesus was referring to the coming of the Holy Spirit to comfort, guide, direct and 

empower the disciples. It also presents an image of God calling us as His children. He is a great 

Heavenly Father. Some of the predictions Jesus has made leading up to this passage are troubling. He 

tells his disciples of His impending death, warnings about a traitor in their midst and prophesying that 

Peter would deny even knowing Jesus that very night. To bolster their courage and faith, Jesus has also 

offered extensive reassurance. He comforts them with promises that He will return, having made 

preparations for them and that, by knowing Him, they know the way to salvation.  

Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to permanently live within those who have faith in Christ. Jesus 

notes that He will come to those who believe. In the ancient world, being an orphan was even more 

tragic than it is today.  

Children with no parents were effectively homeless and penniless, dependent entirely on the charity of 

strangers. When Jesus promises not to leave believers as orphans, He is reassuring them that this is not 

the end of their relationship with Him. They will not be abandoned or left without help. They will not 

be fatherless children. Jesus' words here are focused on comfort and encouragement.  

These words can also prepare us for hard times. We have received much troubling news in these last 

months. We sometimes wish we can know what the future holds but it is enough to know the way to 

truth and that the Lord will guide, guard, keep and protect as the loving Father.  

We are not orphans in God’s family! 

Note: Consider reading all of John, Chapter 14. 

Pastor Dale Solberg 

Chaplain’s Corner 
  NOT LEFT AS ORPHANS 
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Call today for information or to schedule a personal tour, 763-712-7000 

Did you know? 

SEVERE WEATHER PROCEDURES 

Watch: 
A watch means that the potential exists for the development of severe 
thunderstorms or tornadoes. 

Action: 
Staff will inform assisted living and independent living residents of 

watch and instruct them to return to their apartments. We will let them 

know if an alarm sounds to move immediately to their bathrooms. 

Residents in common areas will be moved to internal hallways, away 

from windows. 

All staff will prepare common areas and residents’ rooms. 

We will not move residents at this time, continue all activities. 

Warning: 
A warning indicates that severe weather is imminent in our area or is already 
occurring, based on human observation or Doppler radar. 

Action: 
All fire doors will be closed and residents will be directed to shelter 
areas including: 

 Apartment bathrooms without windows 

 First floor hallway starting at home care office to “link” door 

 Home care office 

 First floor bathrooms/whirlpool room 

 Second floor hallway near laundry room and in laundry room 

 Third floor lobby area 

 Arbor 1&2 residents will be directed to their beds and to 
cover with blankets and turn from windows  or shelter in 
public bathroom/hallway away from windows. 

People in the dining room will go to the private dining room and other 
first floor shelter areas.   

Staff will stay with residents in sheltered areas. 



The Farmstead 

13733 Quay Street NW 

Andover, MN 55304 

763-712-7000 
www.farmsteadphs.org 

Presbyterian Homes & Services is a nonprofit 

organization and an equal opportunity 

employer serving older adults through 

community services, housing and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME 

Postmaster: address correction requested 

Taking the Long View: PHS Project Updates 

N avigating the impact of the coronavirus requires a 
tight focus on the day-to-day. Even so, the long-

range vision of PHS, “to provide more choices and 
opportunities for more older adults to live well,” has 
not dimmed. Senior Housing Partners, the project 
development arm of PHS, shares updates of new 
communities in the making:   

Prairie Gate, Council Bluffs, IA: The first residents 
arrived in March. Offering senior apartments, assisted 
living apartments, memory care apartments and care 
center suites, the campus is near churches and a 
regional trail system.  

Mount Carmel Bluffs, Dubuque, IA: A joint venture 
with the Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(BVM), Mount Carmel Bluffs rises above the 
Mississippi River. The BVM staff have transitioned to 
be PHS employees. Phase 1, opening this fall, includes 
assisted living and memory care apartments and a long-
term care center. Phase 2, anticipated to be complete in 
early 2022, will deconstruct buildings to make way for 
senior-living apartments. 

 

Towner Crest, Oconomowoc, WI: The doors opened 
in January welcoming residents to their new senior 
living apartments in the fifth PHS community in 
southeastern Wisconsin. The campus offers lodge-style 
architectural design with a variety of amenities and 
services. Towner Crest is preparing to welcome 
residents in the newly opened assisted living and 
memory care apartments.  

Lexington Landing, St. Paul, MN: Owned by J.A. 
Wedum Foundation and managed by PHS, Lexington 
Landing’s urban design will feature senior apartments, 
assisted living apartments and memory care 
apartments. The campus will offer convenient 
amenities and community programs. Opening is 
anticipated in fall 2020. 

Flagstone, Eden Prairie, MN: Located next to Castle 
Ridge, this new campus will offer a full continuum of 
housing and care options near to urban conveniences, 
yet close to nature. Castle Ridge residents will be the 
first Flagstone residents and the old building will be 
demolished to make way for other retail and housing. 
In the future, we will share progress on redevelopment 
projects at existing PHS communities.  


