
Mission: The mission of Presbyterian Homes & 
Services is to honor God by enriching the lives 

and touching the hearts of older adults. 
 

Vision: To provide more choices and opportunities 
for more older adults to live well. 

 

 
Values: 

Christian Ministry 
Ready & Engaged People 
Operational Integrity 
Service Excellence 
Stewardship 
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T his Thanksgiving I am so thankful that we are 
eight months past when COVID-19 started. The 

beginning was such a whirlwind of change, a fast pace 
of change I had never experienced in my life. 
Although we do not have a vaccine, we know more 
now than we did several months ago and have a more 
manageable workflow. 

Changes now come at a slower pace and we feel much 
more equipped to direct and manage what we need to 
do differently as we respond to COVID-19. As a team 
of staff, we are blessed by the support and leadership 
we receive from Presbyterian Homes; we know we are 
not doing all of this alone. 

I am also thankful for God’s cloak of protection over 
residents, residents’ family members and Timber 
Hill’s staff. 

Thank you for all of your prayers, encouraging words, 
emails and cards. It means so much to know how 
much you care for us as staff. 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving! 

Stacy Carlsrud, Campus Administrator 

Thankful! 

Thanksgiving Dinner Take-Out 
Terrace & Townhome residents are welcome to order 

a Thanksgiving meal-to-go via the Deli on 
Thanksgiving Day.  

You must RSVP by November 19. 
The Deli will be open only for pick up. 
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These Hands 

November Birthdays 
Betty Hoyt 2 
Marjorie Nelson 3 
Nancy Smolik 4 
Jim Larson 5 
Joanne Sobaski 5 
Kathleen Virgin 8 
Dorothy Wollak 11 
Bev Van Hout 12 
Ruth Murray 14 
Betty Rossbach 16 
Ralph Carlson 18 
Helen Gerten 19 
Arlene Freiling 20  

Joan Waldhauser         22 
Chad Jewett 23 
Elaine Koshenina 24 
Betty Miller 24 
Chuck Buechner 25 

Lenora Girgen was born on September 27, 1932. 
“Norrie” grew up on a farm outside of Hastings, 
MN. After graduating from Hastings High School, 
Norrie and a few of her girlfriends were off to live 
in St. Paul. Norrie started out working for the State 
of Minnesota, but her path took her to 3M, where 
she ended up staying for 30 years!  

Norrie met Ray Banaszewski at the Schliek’s Little 
City Dance Hall. They were married in 1932 and 
had two children, Debbie and Steve. Ray and Norrie 
raised their family in Inver Grove Heights.  

Norrie has 4 grandchildren and several great 
grandchildren. Norrie is very proud of her family 
and speaks of them with a huge smile on her face. 

Norrie has always been a very active reader. Since 
the 3rd grade, she’s always had a book in her hand. 
In fact, Norrie had logged 775 books she read. 

Norrie has also 
always been an 
avid walker. She 
enjoys puzzles, 
bingo, cards, being 
with  family and 
spending time 
with  her good 
friend Sharon. 

Through the past 7-plus months of COVID, Norrie 
has really stood out to me. She has kept herself busy 
and is keeping positive. In her apartment, she has a 
saying on her wall, “No one ever injured their eye 
sight by looking on the bright side of things.”  

Norrie is a blessing to be around, and a blessing to 
have at Timber!  

Jennie Fick 
Resident Services Director 

Welcome to Timber Hills 
Terrace 

Evelyn Fisher 
Jan Swenson 

Commons  
Marrah Anderson 

John Freiling  
Shirley Gould  

Patrick Hill 
Carole Jacobsen  
Darrell Johnson 

Walter Matczynski 
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LODGE LIGHTS  

Pastor’s Corner 

2 020! What a year so far that we have had to 
endure with the pandemic: the lockdowns, the 

isolation precautions, wearing of masks, social 
distancing and now in a few short days, we will have 
a Presidential election. What more can come our way? 
Yes, 2020 will be a year we will all remember in ages 
to come as one of the strangest and most bizarre years 
many of us have ever had to live through.  

Yet, as unsettling as this year has been, we look to a 
hope and excitement that there may be a vaccine 
shortly that would allow us to go back to a somewhat 
normal way of life (even though I believe this year 
has altered how we look at the term “normal”). 

The most wonderful and awesome truth we can truly 
hang our future on is that even through this time of 
frustration and anxiety, we can know that the Lord 
never changes and that He is truly in control of all that 

is happening. Many will say, Then Pastor why the 
pandemic?   

Hang on, there is a passage, Hebrew 13:8, which 
reads, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever.” Also, we read in Hebrew 13:5, “Let 
your conduct be without covetousness; be content 
with such things as you have. For He Himself has 
said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’” 

On the most difficult of days, you are not alone. You 
are never forgotten. Remember these words from God 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit. With this truth you can endure anything 
knowing God is right there to guide you through this 
thing we call life. Thank you, Jesus, for our Salvation. 

Pastor Tom 

PHS Foundation — A Special Time of Year 

A s 2020 comes to an end, I want to express my 
sincere thanks to residents, family members, 

volunteers, and employees who made a charitable gift 
to Timber Hills during this last fiscal year, October 1, 
2019 through September 30, 2020.  

Now more than ever, what a blessing you are to 
Timber Hills. Thank you for your caring spirit and 
generous heart particularly during this difficult period 
of change as a result of the pandemic. You lift our 
spirits daily and we pray for you and for better months 
ahead. 

Many of you feel “called” to give and volunteer your 
time to make Timber Hills a caring and enjoyable 
home for yourself and for your neighbors. All 
charitable gifts are important and make a difference, 
and we are grateful for your time as volunteers. We 
accept annual gifts to fund current needs and future 
gifts to address what is to come after us. Your gifts 
have helped residents in the Arbor and in the 
Commons, addressed benevolence needs right here at 

Timber Hills, supported Spiritual programming, and 
helped us show appreciation to every employee 
working at Timber Hills. Nearly 115 donors provided 
over $40,000 during the past fiscal year. THANK 
YOU! 

Many individuals use the holiday season to make year-
end gifts. If I can be helpful to you, or if you have 
questions about ways to give or how to direct your gift, 
please call Tom Cierzan in our Foundation Office at 
651-765-4004.   

In 1 Samuel 16:7, we read: “The Lord does not look at 
the things that man looks at. Man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”   

Thank you for your generous Spirit!   

 
Stacy Carlsrud  
Campus Administrator 
 
 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 
nonprofit organization and an equal 
opportunity employer serving older 
adults through community services, 
housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 
ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Timber Hills 
6307 Burnham Circle 
Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076 

651-552-2800 

www.timberhillsphs.org 

Showing Love for One Another: Presbyterian Homes Foundation 

G enerosity knows no season, but November and 
December are historically the months that many 

people are most likely to give to favorite charities. 
Now is an ideal time to review your philanthropic 
goals for this year and beyond. Some choose to tie 
their goals to expressions of thanks for the blessings 
in their lives.  

If you are so inclined, please know that your 
charitable support of PHS helps you, your neighbors 
and your community in very real ways. You may 
choose to direct your gift to a priority at the 
community of your choice such as greatest needs, 
employee appreciation or resident benevolence. 
During this especially challenging year, your gifts lift 
up your neighbors and employees and show your love. 
These giving reminders may be helpful to you as you 
plan your charitable giving. 

Complete your cash gifts by December 31 to enjoy 
tax savings for 2020. 

Gifts of stock, IRA qualified charitable 
distributions (QCD) and grants from donor 

advised funds are great gifts. They do take time to 
process – it is best to start your gifting process now. 
The company that you work with generally will not 
share your name with us and we are left to match a 
gift with a donor. Please let us know to watch for a 
gift from you. 

An IRA QCD is a withdrawal from your IRA that is 
sent directly to a charity. Using a QCD will also 
satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD). 
For most, gifting a QCD will lower your tax liability. 
Ask your advisors if this would be a good gift option 
for you. 

If you plan to gift stock, an IRA QCD or a grant 
from a donor advised fund, please contact the 
Presbyterian Homes Foundation (numbers below) so 
that we can help track your gift and attribute it to you. 

For assistance with your year-end giving, please 
contact Janene Connelly at 651-631-6408 or Jill Kane 
at 651-631-6418 or Camille Schafer at 651-631-6105. 

Blessings and thanks to you! 


