
Mission 
The mission of Presbyterian Homes & Services  

is to honor God by enriching the lives and 
touching the hearts of older adults. 

Vision 
To provide more choices and opportunities  

for more older adults to live well. 

Values 
Christian Ministry 
Ready & Engaged People 
Operational Integrity 
Service Excellence 
Stewardship 
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Christmas greetings residents of Timber Hills! 

W e are so looking forward to another 

Christmas at the Lodge and celebrating the 

meaning of this special season. 

We have only a short window between 

Thanksgiving and Christmas this year. We will  

decoratr the Lodge the first week of December. 

Our first party is with the Arbor residents and 

their family members on Sunday, December 8. 

The Commons residents have requested to move 

their party to the evening so we will celebrate 

with entertainment and dinner on Thursday, 

December 12. 

The Terrace and Townhome residents will wrap 

up the festivities on Tuesday, December 17. We 

will have bus transportation again for the 

Townhome residents. 

Prime Rib will be the entrée served for residents 

in the Commons, Terrace, and Townhomes along 

with potato and a vegetable. As a reminder, your 

parties are for residents only. Be 

watching for your own personal 

invitation with more details. 

Tis the season! 

Stacy Carlsrud 

Campus Administrator 

All are welcome to join 

Rose Crannell 

To celebrate her 90th Birthday! 

Join us on Wednesday, December 11 

3:30 - 5:00 pm 

in the Chapel. 

Merry Christmas You are Invited! 
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Pastor’s Corner 

These Hands 

T he Christmas Season! What does that mean to 
you? I remember as a child going out with my 

dad to cut down our tree, get the lights, tinsel, bulbs 
and especially the Angel that stood all Christmas on 
top of the tree. I remember writing Santa a letter about 
all the cool things I wanted and, as always, anything 
to do with being a Cowboy. 

As I grew older, the traditions I had as a child 
changed and the gifts changed and the new joy of 
watching my family, my wife and children decorate 
the tree together began our new tradition. Now,  
watching my grandchildren is the new pattern of our 
Christmas season with the joy in seeing them open 
gifts still gives me peace each and every year. 

Yet you know there is one Christmas tradition that did 
not change! Every single Christmas from the time I 
was old enough to remember, my family has read 
Luke 2:1-20, the true Christmas story, the story of the 

birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. We read about  
Joseph and Mary going to Bethlehem to be registered, 
to no room in the inn, to the manger, to the birth of 
Jesus, to Mary wrapping Jesus in swaddling cloths, to 
angels appearing to the shepherds in the fields, to 
hearing “Glory to God in the Highest and on Earth 
Peace, Good Will toward Men”.  

Even in the Old Testament, a prophecy was told of the 
birth of Jesus—Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given; and the government 
will be upon His shoulders. And His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”. 

This birth brought into our world the Savior, the man 
who died and rose again for us, to give us eternal life. 
Praise the Lord, the Name of Jesus, “The one solid 
and unchanging tradition, TRUTH!”. 

Pastor Tom 

“Do what you can, with what you have,  
  where you are.” ~Theodore Roosevelt  

M eet Marj Watson and see this quote come to 
life! Marj was born in 1930 in Dallas Texas. 

Her ancestors were Texas Pioneers before it became a 
state in 1845. Marj’s education was at the University 
of Texas. She had a 9 year career in home furnishing 
and decorating in both Dallas and San Francisco, 
where she met and married Roy Watson. Marj and 
Roy honeymooned  
in Carmel!  

Marj’s husband Roy was with the Sante Fe Railroad, 
He  joined General Mills Inc. and the family was 
transferred to Golden Valley MN in 1969. After two 
children, Leslie and Tom, Marj switched careers and 
became a stay- at -home mom. With the children in 
college to pursue careers in teaching and preaching, 
she went back to work for 18 years in Life 
Enrichment at Trevilla of Golden Valley Nursing 
Home. She volunteered there for 6 years, so they 
knew her! Marj then did graduate work at the U of M 
in Therapeutic Recreation.  

At age 56, Roy became sick with Leukemia, Marj 
continued to work part time, but became Roy’s 
caregiver. Roy passed away at the age of 64.  

After the loss of her husband and an official 

retirement, Marj traveled to 
China with her daughter Leslie 
to adopt her first child. Marj now 
has 4 grandchildren (2 from 
China) and 3 great-grandkids.  

Marj’s religion has been 
important in her life. Raised 
Methodist, Marj and Roy 
became Lutheran and Marj then 
became Presbyterian after her 
son and daughter- in- law became Presbyterian 
Ministers. She’s a great blend of all 3!  

As a widow, Marj began to write poetry extensively 
and published a book of her poems and photography 
in 2017. She has presented “Poetry and Grief” 
regularly in Minneapolis churches and Timber Hills. 
Marj also did the calligraphy for another book, “The 
Story Book” Marj’s interest at Timber Hills include 
music, movies, games, outings, Spiritual Life 
Committee,  potlucks, making seasonal centerpieces, 
posters and needlepoint crosses.  

Marj’s favorite prayer is The Prayer of St, Francis, 
and her favorite poem is 23rd Psalm.  

Living life with purpose and meaning, Marj is a 
fascinating woman.  

Jennie Fick, Resident Services Director 
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Jim Heille    2nd 

Betty Weibel   7th  

Sharon Wyman   7th  

Margo King    9th  

Rose Crannell  11th 

Elaine Parsons   11th  

Dorothy Jay    12th  

Lucy Mullins   12th 

Winnie Nelson   14th  

Margaret Christians  15th  

John Fischbach   18th 

Camille Gallagher  20th 

Blytha Talalla   22nd  

Carol Streif    22nd  

Mary Lou Pirkl    25th  

Carol Williams    25th  

Jerry Osteraas    26th  

Bill Blair     29th 

Sharon Lewis    27th  

Mary Lou Germ    30th  

 

Join us for our monthly 

Birthday Party on  

Friday, December 27 

at 2:00 p.m.  

December Birthdays 

W e thank you! Financial gifts to your PHS 
community are a blessing to your neighbors and 

employees – and even to you. Sharing gifts with loved 
ones is top-of-mind this month for many of us. We 
wanted to offer you a moment to reflect about what is 
on your heart during this season of sharing joy with 
loved ones and neighbors.  

Perhaps you feel called to make a financial gift to your 
PHS community. The Presbyterian Homes Foundation 
is ready to assist you. Here are a few important points 
to keep in mind:  

All gifts make a difference. If a gift is meaningful to 
you, it is meaningful to your PHS community. Please 
know if you direct your charitable donation to your 
community, that 100% of your donation goes to your 
community. 

Giving from the heart pleases you, the giver. You 
know that your gift will make a positive difference 
within your PHS community. You know that your gift 
will help those close to you – a neighbor or an 
employee. Giving provides donors a sense of purpose 
and satisfaction. 

For your planning: 

Donors may give to a priority that touches their heart. 
To support residents, there are funds at your 
community for greatest needs, resident benevolence 
and spiritual life programming. All PHS communities 
have an employee education assistance fund to support 
qualified employees with scholarships to complete 
certifications or degrees. All gifts are welcomed and 
important. 

Note: Some gifts take more time to complete. If your 
year-end giving plans include gifting stock or a 
qualified charitable distribution from your IRA, please 
know that these gifts take time for brokers or advisors 
to process. If you need assistance, please call the 
Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6408 or 
651-631-6418. 

Thank you for all you do to make your PHS 
community great. Giving from your heart brings you 
joy – thank you for sharing your 
joy with others. May your 
Christmas season be filled with 
much love!  

PHS Foundation—Your Great Gifts 

Commons  

Merle Borchers 

Terrace 

Beverly Chlebck 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Timber Hills 

6307 Burnham Circle 

Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076 

651-552-2800 

www.timberhillsphs.org 

Christmas: Good News, Great Joy! 
“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’” ~ Luke 2:15 

I t is a wonder that the first announcement of 

Christ on earth came to shepherds – simple 

workers of the field, looked down upon by 

society. They lived with the sheep they cared for, 

and the demands were never ending.  Yet it was 

they who were first invited to see the newborn 

Lamb of God!  

As we consider the shepherds rising up from their 

work to find Mary, Joseph and the Christ child, 

we can place ourselves alongside them by 

reflecting on where we might find Jesus in our 

midst.  

At Presbyterian Homes & Services, our mission 

over the last 64 years has remained: To honor 

God by enriching the lives and touching the 

hearts of older adults. As we celebrate another 

year together in ministry, we have been blessed 

by the residents, families, employees, volunteers, 

donors and friends who make up Presbyterian 

Homes & Services. When we rise up in the 

presence of the aged and dedicate ourselves to 

service for and with them, we are rising up to see 

Jesus as well.  

In the year ahead, may we, like the shepherds, rise 

up to see Jesus and tell others the wonderful 

things that God is making happen in our midst. 

God bless you and may the love of Christ be with 

you and yours this Christmas and throughout the 

year ahead. 

Merry Christmas 

Postmaster: address correction requested 


