
Mission: The mission of Presbyterian Homes & 
Services is to honor God by enriching the lives and 
touching the hearts of older adults. 
 
Vision: To provide more choices and opportunities 
for more older adults to live well. 
 

Values: 
Christian Ministry 

Ready & Engaged People 
Operational Integrity 
Service Excellence 

Stewardship 
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Laptop - where I sat to give my wish list to Santa. 

Remote - the chances I would get everything  
on my list! 

Log on - how Dad always perked up a dying fire. 

Windows - where he ran like a flash to throw  
up the sash! 

The Net - what mom wore for her long  
winter’s nap 

Mouse - what was not even stirring on  
Christmas Eve. 

Copy & Paste - how we made paper chains to 
hang on the tree. 

Download - getting the decorations down from 
the attic. 

Shredder - our dog, Bo, as he ate the tinsel. 

Re-Boot - what we had to do before building  
our snowman. 

Online - where we hung our wet snow pants. 

Scan - my quick attempt to find the packages 
bearing MY name! 

Monitor - how all the kids followed Santa’s flight 
on the radio. 

Pop-Up - what my baby brother’s Jack-in-the-
Box did! 

Spam - canned meat Mom never served  
at Christmas. 

Browser - my favorite occupation in the  
dime store. 

Post - how Mom mailed all our Christmas cards. 

Christmas Memories… 
    ...and Today’s Tech Speak 

Microwave - Santa’s gesture as he drove  
out of sight. 

Face Time - getting together with all  
the relatives. 

Cookies - that wonderful aroma from our kitchen. 

Zoom - how fast we kids came downstairs on 
Christmas morning. 

On Star - how the wisemen found the  
Christ Child. 

Scroll - manner in which the Christmas story was 
first recorded  

and, finally... 

Text Message - LUKE 2! Jesus Christ is born! 

Marjorie Watson, Terrace Resident 
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These Hands 

December Birthdays 

Jim Heille 2 

Larry Koll 2 

Betty Weibel 7 

Sharon Wyman 7 

Steve Garrison 9 

Margo King 9 

Rose Crannell 11 

Elaine Parsons 11 

Dorothy Jay 12 

Al Brodd 14 

Midge Christians 15 

Verlin Ellingson 16 

John Fischbach 18 

Gus Gustafson 19 

Camille Gallagher 20 

Blytha Talalla 22 

Lilice Yopp 24 

Mary Lou Pirkl 25 

Carol Williams 25 

Jerry Osteraas 26 

Sharon Lewis 27 

Dick Carley 29 

Mary Lou Germ 30 

T heir story began in 1955. They met on a blind date in downtown St. Paul to watch a movie.  Walter 
was on leave from the Airforce. After their date, Walter knew Marneen was the one! When Walter 

was  discharged from the Air Force, they started dating, he went to school to be an electrician and worked 
nights on an assembly line while she attended St. Thomas on a full scholarship to become an R.N. Marneen 
and Walter were married on August 30, 1958, the day after she graduated. In 1961, they bought their first 
home on the west side of St. Paul and had 5 children. Joe, Lorie, Jane, Sharon and Mike. 

In 1969, Walter bought a school bus to put on land by Lake Edwards. With Walter’s handyman and 
electrical skills, he turned the inside of the bus into a very comfortable weekend get away! The family has 
wonderful memories of driving up to the “bus” on the weekends. Walter and Marneen taught their children 
how to fish and hunt, and make maple syrup. In 1975, Walter survived a brain aneurysm, and soon after his 
recovery he took the family to Disneyland. 

Walter retired from Ries Electric in 1990 where he had worked as an electrician for 30 years. They moved 
to their house on Lake Mille Lacs and started their own business called “Crafty Codgers”, a picture framing 
business.  One year alone they framed 265 prints. The oddest thing they ever framed was handkerchiefs 
from the country of Hungary. The Weber’s had the privilege of meeting both Terry Redlin and Les Kouba, 
two artists they admired and collected their artwork.   

Walter enjoys woodcarving and fishing and won $8000 for catching the 
biggest Muskie at a fishing contest. Both he and Marneen have always 
loved nature. One of the best experiences in their lives was seeing the 
Northern Flight, which is when a big northwestern wind out of Canada 
pushes all the ducks headed south into the sky. Marneen and Walt have 
traveled all over the world and a few of there destinations were 
Vancouver, New Finland, Bahamas, the Caribbean, the Panama Canal, 
Hawaii and Alaska. 

Marneen and Walter have lived a full and wonderful life, as they 
reminisced and they told their story, there was laughter and tears. They 
regret nothing and have so much to be thankful for! 

Commons 

Betty Hess 

Robert Schaefer 

Terrace 

Carol Kube 

Mike Ross 

June Steinke 

Townhome 

Jeanne Franck 
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LODGE LIGHTS  

Pastor’s Corner 

A nd it came to pass in those days that a degree 
went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 
was of the house and lineage of David, to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was 
with child. 

So it was, that while they were there, the days were 
completed for her to be delivered. And she brought 
forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in 
swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because 
there was no room for them in the inn. Now there 
were in the same country shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flocks by night. And 
behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were greatly afraid. Then an angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy which will be to all people. For there is born 

to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign to you: You 
will find the Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying 
in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God saying: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men.” — Luke 2:1-14 

I love the Christmas season; the time of Jesus Christ’s 
birth in the city of Bethlehem! We can only imagine 
the joy Mary and Joseph had in holding their new 
baby. So small, so vulnerable, so beautiful and so 
precious was Jesus when He entered their lives.  

This is the true meaning of Christmas, a time to 
remember that Jesus came to this earth for one reason 
and one reason only — to die for our sins on the Cross 
of Calvary. So this Christmas season, remember the 
birth of our Savior. This hurting world is so in need  
of Jesus.  

Merry Christmas!  

Pastor Tom 

T his year has shown – yet again – that all gifts make a difference. If a gift is 
personally meaningful to you, it is every bit as meaningful to your PHS 
community. Thank you! 

We continue to pray for your protection and peace of mind. Your friends, 
neighbors and employees appreciate and care about you. Thank you for keeping 
your community close to your heart and in your prayers. 

Some helpful reminders for you: 

Give direct. Rest assured that if you give directly to PHS, 100% of your donation goes to where you direct 
it, like to a fund at your community. 

Your friends and neighbors. Gifts to greatest needs, resident benevolence and spiritual life are needed and 
used. 

Employees serve. Many want to show gratitude to employees. You may direct your gift to employee 
appreciation, employee education assistance or employee hardship.  

Tributes. This is a wonderful time to make a tribute gift In Honor or In Memory of a loved one or friend. 

A note about timing: Some gifts take more time to complete. If your year-end giving plans include gifting 
stock or a qualified charitable distribution from your IRA, please know that these gifts take time for brokers or 
advisors to process. If you need assistance, please call the Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6408 or 
651-631-6418. 

Thank you for all you do to make your PHS community great. May your Christmas season be filled with much 
love! YOU are special to your PHS community! 

PHS Foundation—Your Great Gifts 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Timber Hills 

6307 Burnham Circle 

Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076 

651-552-2800 

www.timberhillsphs.org 

Postmaster: address correction requested 

A s the darkness of winter enfolds us, the beautiful 

lights of the Christmas season begin to shine in 

our communities. Their radiance reminds us that Jesus 

Christ is the Light of the World. The Gospel of John 

proclaims, “The true light that gives light to everyone 

was coming into the world.” (John 1:9)   

Christmas also shines light on acts of good will, 

reminding us that we are called to share the light of 

God’s love, revealed in Jesus, with one another every 

day. Jesus taught his followers to “…let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 

(Matthew 5:16)  

Jesus’ words shape Christian ministry at PHS all year 

long. Our mission to honor God by enriching the lives 

and touching the hearts of older adults is grounded in 

the belief that God’s love is revealed to us in the light 

of Jesus Christ and we, in turn, are called to reflect 

this love and light in everything we do.  

Every resident, volunteer, employee, family member, 

donor and friend of PHS is invited to carry this light 

in an environment where serving one another and the 

world is encouraged and appreciated. We faithfully 

honor God when we serve and God faithfully blesses 

us by calling us to service that bears love and 

compassion. 

God’s light in Jesus shines brightly at Christmas to 

remind us that we are loved and capable of loving  

in return, and that together we can cultivate 

communities of care where Christ’s love shines  

within and among us. 

May the light of Christ’s love shine on you and yours 

this Christmas and throughout the year ahead. 

  Merry Christmas!  

The light of Christ shines through us 
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.” ~ John 1:9 


